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SUBJECT POPPY Ground Site

‘OP- O923E/maw (BYE 66481 - 70)

In a memorandum to’ the Secretary of the Navy on 7 October r o
1970, I, agreed that the Sov1et threat warranted an augmentation| lof ; ‘2 ;

POPPY facilities to prov1de ocean surveillance support to the Navy.
ently 1mp1ement1ng these augmentatlons —

Our organizations are pre
by expanding the. fac111t1es

Additional fac 111ty expans1on is planned‘
in FY 72. Recently I directed my staff to take the necessary act

to provide the Navy, on’ d-test and demonstratmn basis, ocean su

lanceé data from other NRP systems. Planmng for th1s test is now

unde rway. ' A

“[be ginnlin

: In addition, _1'1§;rp‘paé-¢ that the following areas be addressed
before committing additional funds for an ocean surveillance capability .

a, Detern'unatlon of the Navy's over-all ocean surveil-
lance requirement and a sen51ble m1x of conventional to overhead

systems.

N ‘b, NRO évaluation of alternate feasible ocean surveillance
systems., . B et S 3 :

. Ifeel: that w1th these steps we are movmg toward an initial
ocean surveﬂlance capab111ty, 7wh11e at the same time devot1ng our
efforts to a more: thorough and longer range solut1on.

'Mzzw

bhn L. Mc Lucas

‘cc: Director, Program C.
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