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('PS} .MQnag~ment f.!>f" N~ti~~al Jteco~"i$#anc~ Program 

This agreement telates to the establlSlunent· of a National 

~econnaissance :Program ~ to the ♦stablishnient of arrangements 

within and between the Department ot Defense and· the -Central 
. . 

• Inte1Ugence ,Agency for its management and operation in .a manner 

which will insure that the particular talents·, ,xp('rlence and capabilities . . 

within these 'two organiza.ttons wHl be fully !!Ind most effectively utilized. 

. in this effort. 

II. :t}EFlNITlQN$. 

A .. N.RP , .... National Recennalssanee '.Program, (DlSisting of ~dl 

overt and covert overflight _projects #Clr intelligence, geodesy, and. • 

mapping photegraphy and electronic signal coliectio~-

B.. NR:0 "!'_ National Reconn~isSance Offlc.e, as :established 

herein for the ,urpgse ()f managi'1g ,the N.RP. 

c. DOD/A'.R ~-Asslstartt for .Reco.nnaiSsance to th.e Secretary of 

Defense,,_ established by the attaehed DO:D Directive No. :~-'.i~:::·~::-::'::.:::·t:::) 

Director 9.f the National .ReconnaiSSanee Office . 

.Jt:.:t }C~~=e·,;·4:-::, __ of _ .~•~=~(?_~-- -~·S\SJ·SS * 
..... 
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/ 1 / SPE>~f ilt. t~dijji fi ~~:,~]. 
». DDP / A. .,;;. Deputy Director (Plans)-$! the Central Intelligence 

Agency; .Deputy Bi:rect8r of the NRG .. 
' 

E. · BIB ~- Director of Satellite Reconnaissance .(Tl).J the general 

• :t>fflcer responsible dlrectly to. the »tree• ot ·t1te- NR-0 :for all field. 

management and ,operation ·of satellite ·;reeomais$ance pJ."ojeet&. The 

DSR .is i\Wertly knew.n; as· the !>h'~tor of: .Special Projects,. Office of the 

se.cretaq of the A~ ·Force,. for see111~1ty rcuisosm., 

'J'., 1>:Aa· •~ Director· of A irera# Jlleeonnaissallee, a :_,,ert poedtton . . 

held by the general· o#lcet te$PODS1ble directly .to the NRQ tel' all field 

,nanagem.ent (exciudtng operation)· of aircraft and drone overflight .. 

:reeonnatss:anee proJeets. The: Bittctc.>r of Attcraft aec•alssan'Ce 

wtU have "' suitable overt title as required -by the se.curity -of his projects. . . 

G. MPG. ~ ~km Plamdng Group,, • part Gf the NftO which plani . . 
ail ~ewe overlllght ,rec~naiS$anqe .#niSalons :and dete:rmhies t~gets 

to be covered by each- spectft~ miuioa •. 

n~: $'re =io.l Satellite ·rest. €enter;, 
~-----------.----~ 

for the on~or.blt. cont rol of satellites. -

l.. SOC .,, Satellfte Ope:ratlODs Central 

exercises NRO· operational conuol of all 
~---------~ 

:satellite reconnatssanctt mi((Jslons •. • 

·-rt) r-1 f : .... t' n r-t· 
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J. AOC .. ;A i:rcraft Operations Central. a. pa-rt of the NRO which 

• . '-"" 'dlX*" -e. • . . . . ~ 

.exe:rciSes Nl'l0 eperati0nal control of all at:rcrat~ ov"t.ffl,ght ·recofiliaiasance.· 

missions. 

A .. l'lat1Q®l RElcQ.-inllWS8Jl.~9. ,$»fQgr~~ The National Reconnaissance· 

Progr.- will ~on$ist o.t .all :sateutte Juul ove,dlight tecoMaissa:nce 

projects whether QVe.rt or covert. ·1t will include ail photographic projects 

for -intelligence., geodesy·-:~ ~appmg piuposes:. and .f.lll .electre:,nle signal 

collection projects for ~lectrontc signal intelligence .IQld ·tommuntcattons 

intelligence.· 

. ••· ~atl~ ftecqQlltd:$$auC'1t ()ffj.c:,f. There will be established on 

a covert basis• a. National Reconnaissance otftce to manage thiS Program. 

The Dl•t-ector of the NRO Will be .th, "ssfst•t tor Rec;onnaissance to the 

_ Secretary· ol Defense, aw/overt (SECRET) position ts~abllsh~d by the 
. . 

·attached DOD Directive No. ~, _ . ---•r·v-· ~--,. • 'The ·»eput.y D!,ee.tor f>.f the NRO 
--.,. •. .... . .• ,:(1 -

will 'be the Deputy Direc.tor (Plansl <>f the Central Intelligence Agency. 

The Qfitce will include t small special staff Wh0$e gersox.nel will be_ 

drawn t:rom. .the Department.of Defense and ·the Central IntelligQnee ,Agency. 

This office will have direct control of all ~lements ot the total program. • 

C. -· 8eswn$i.b:iUpr~ · In order to as$ure that the functioning of the 

N:RO and the cooduct of the NHP is based upon the assignment of clear· 

·and specific •. respoitsibilitielh .the total ;es,~~~il{ig.tx Irr the National 

. · ~P[t'· • MftUtlRb · 
a ~ TOP SECRET . 
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____________ .Approved for Release: 2024/06/05 C05027374 



C05027374 
--, 

. .Reconnaissance• Pregram :ls hereby delegated by the Secretary (:)f 

Defense and .the Director ef the·Central.Intelligence jgency·to the• 

;4\ssista,nt for Reconnaissance to ,the ,Secretary o1· »et~e .as D~~ter· 

of· the N-atiooal. ;R.econnaissance ,0flice. Me 'Will in turn delegate specUle 
. . . . 

• responsibilities to .the Central Intelligence .igency ~ tlsewbere as 
. ' 

:re.quired to carry :out the terms· .of -thls ;agreement. Jnitial del~ation 

.. ,of responsibtllties fi)f p.roJeets ·presently ·unaei-way· is sp.eelfied im,der· 

part IV af thiS ag,reement~ 

D. J,,\11:1).ori!, •. Decisions.cf tht National Reconnaissance Office· 
• • • -

will be implemented and lt&- ·management ~ the National .,Reco.nnaissance 

Program made effective with.in the' &epartm~nit of Defense .by 'the exercise , 

L-· of the authority delegated to the •sststtul.t for ~econru11ssa.nce to Uie 

.L 

. . . 
. Secretary of Defens-e, and withhl the Central Intelligence Agency by the· 

~uthortiy •elegated to the J))eputy Director (Plans). 

it. 9)P!r~ettal Ag,~~,. Within the .DepartDient •f Defense,. -the 

Department pf the At-r Force •will be the werational agency fo;r management 

and conduct of the Nati®al Bec.onnats:aanee Pr-ogram, and -wlU ~onduct 

this program. thr0t1gh U$e o1 streantllned .spe.cial tnanag~ment procedures 

involving direct ~ontrol it-om the f)ffice of the SecJ:"etary_ of the ./.ir Force • 

t<J· Reconnaissance Project Director$ in the field,. vlithout intervening 

r.evtews or approvals. • The JU·D.agtment and conduct of incUviduJl projects 

.. ar elements there.of requiring ;speeial tovert arrangements may be 

4 E&lAL tiA11il~lNG 
TAO C'CCOC+ 
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::•assigned by the N.R0 to the Central Intelligence .Agency as the operational 

-agency. 

F. Technic;1:l Ad:v.1$.o:ry Qroup. A !Thchnical Advisory Group for 

the National Reconnaissance OOice will be established under appropriate 

securityo 

t:h securicy. A uniform security control system will be (#$,tablished 
~~ • . . • 

.1 v the total program by the National Rec_onnaissance (.)ffice. Products 

.from the various programs will be available to all llSers. as des!gnated 

by the United States Intelligence Board. 

H.~ Reg$t?.inents. The National .Reconnaissance Office will be 

directly responsive to, and enly to, the photographic and electronic 

signal collection requirements and priorities as established by the 

United States Intelligence Board. 

I. PupU<1 InforlllaUon. . The National Reconnaissance Offic~ will 

develop $uitable cover plans and public information plans 1n·.c0njµnction 

with the ,Assistant.Secretary of Defense, Public A.ffaira, tor.educe 

,potential political vulnerability of these programs and to .enhance 

security of program operations. · 

1. Progrim Review. Major program ~lements and operations 

of the National Reconnaissance Office Will be reviewed on i regular 

basis and as special circumstances tequtre by the special Group under • 

NSC 5412. 

TOD f•r0nr::r 
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K. !viaPfWement~-

l~ Te~@ic?J. Management. The· major_ portion of technieal 

;management of NRP projects will be carried out by the Director of· 

Satellite Reconnaissance and the Dtrector of A ire raft Reconnaissance,, 

reporting directly to the National Recomndssance Office. Technical 

management of specific parts of p1•ojects, .such as certain payloads 

for instance, will be (!~legated to the Central Intelligence .Agency and 

• carried.out under technical persoml4ij assigned to the CIA;part of the. 

NRO.. To provid~ for full use of JvaUable capabilities .and resources,. 

and ta provide for interface with data txploitation equipment developed 

• by agencies outside the N.RO, Navy and Army representatives. will be 

assigned, on~ full-time basis, 'to appropriate positious within the NRO. 

They will be technically qualified in electronic:: .signal collection work 

and in mapping and geodesy,. :respectively, and have NRO project 

.responsibilities in these areas. Is firm liaiSon. channel between the NRO 

.and NSA will be established as an adjunct to the technical management. • 

:structure of signal collection projects. • 

2.. Financi$1. !danagem~nt, The ;/\ssistant for Reconnaissance· 

to the- Secretary of Defense will be ,responsible for funds for all projects 

of the N.RP. Funds will be allocated on an :individual proje.ct basis and 

6 SPtl~~ill rina1uiJtiti 
"f"f"lin 0rr,.nr·T 
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L. Qper!ilttQn.$. 

1. ,J.YllssJon J?Ia.nning. A Jdi$sion Planning Group (ivIPG) will 

be established within the NRO to .Plan all specific. missions of this 

, program and to determine targets to b~ covered by each missi0n. The 

. MPG will have Trt-SerVice; NSA Al\TD CIA rep1,esentation on a full-time 

·basis, and will be.chaired bY· a member of the CIA directly responsible 
. . 

to the D!)P/A. The MPG will have available the complete schedules and 

technical capabilities of all of the se-nsor systems of all N'.RP projects, . 

. and aeceunts of the complete coverage obtained by all s~nser systems 

of these projects, on a eonU.nuol.$ basis. Thia Group will establ1$h the 

pre ... ·launch targeting 'selection tor all reconnaissance projects of .the 

L, . NRP; and will transmit this information to the Satellite Operations 

Central (SOC) ·for satell~te missions. and to the Aircraft Operations 

Cent:ral (A©C) for aircraft mi.Ssions. 

2. ~teUt~ QperaUonti:1. A Satellite Operation$ Central (SOC) 

will be established as a part of the NRO 

The SOC will be headed 

by,.~ Air ;Force m~ber·o1 the NRQ who will have Qperational control 

aver all satellite reconnaissance missions throughout the conduct <>f 

such illls$1ons. The Head of the SOC will be directly responsible to the 

Director .of. Sat~llite Reconnaissance. ··The SOC will include apptopriate 

CIA personnel. 

7 

•.. ,TOP SECRET 
-
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~f tuu,L l1f\11ULHi~ 

S . . Af.t.~ria$t Qp~raik>ns.,, ;\n Ai1•eraft Operations Central (AOC) 

"will be establiEh'¼ed at -an ·app~prtate J.ocutti® under necessary security 

. arrilngem~nte"• The AOC will be headed by ,a CIA member of tbe NB0 . 

who will have QP$·rational control over all aircraft and drone· ove~ght 
. . 

~eeormalA;mee mis~ona tuo.ughottt ·tile ~t ~-.su.eb ~kma.. The 

Heu of the. ~oc :wUl be dtreetiy. responsible to the OOP/A .. 'rhe-AOC wili 

tneiooe app1Qoprtate Alr Force personneL-

IV. . PitOlECT t!'DSPONSJaitl'rnn1.. The ll!irector cf the .NRO is responsible 

for au --,ects Gt au ,rejects. of the, NftP. In f,::tf:lTinl out this re$pQDS!• 

.billty, he will ielegate specttte aspects ·to the cu and e-Is.ewhera~ "3$ 

app~rlate. In this r,gard .. the fGllowmg lm.tial delegation applies to . , . . 

the major _pr.oJec:ts pre1.ently under way .. 

• . A_ .•. -~Qlt.QN~/MJJ-'~LLAIIQON; The /iir Force has primary 

responsibility for: (1) launch scheduling and· :1aunc~ .(2) orbit and 

· recover.,· oPer:~!l•i (SI. development and procuement .Qf booatera;,. 

cu;h1ting ·vehicles, and eunt payload$., CIA baa prlmar-1 responsibility for • 

(1)- development ~nd procurem;ent of pbotographic _payloads and ~ose cones, 

and (a) project secunq, •. -·• additiOD, the cu wiu ,PF.Ovld.e the ebatrman 

of the MPG which will plan all. m1Ss1011a of ,these pfojeets, and will have 

mernberstup in the SOC whieh will be headed by ·1U'I J\ir Force member 

of the N:R8 and which lltll -bave. operational :control of the$e missions 

8 
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during flight. 

B. SA MOS. The Air Force has primary responsibility for SA MOS, 

with the CIA in a supporting role in regard_to proj~t security. Lwi 

addition, the CIA and the Air Force ha/Ve .the same mission· planning 

and operations roles deBf!rlbed in ·A above. 

C. EAR.DROP. The Air For.ce has prima.ry tespensibillty for 

EARDROP, with the CIA having the same mission planning and operations 

roles described in A above. 

D. _ tJ .X C A42f,,. ·The /Air Force will assume responsibility 

_for the technical management of tJ1e ox C/fll r project, with the CIA 

.. remaining responsible for the reconnaissance p~yloads, project security, 

~- and conduct 'Of operations. Missions will be planned. by the CIA-chaired 

MPG and conducted by the CIA-headed .AOC, responsible directly to the 

DDP/A. The Air Force will establish an office of the Director of 

.Aircraft Becomiaissruice (DAR) to concurrently manage .the-development 

,of c>K.C~r and all va.riations of this development. The DAR will 

·be tstablished with care to provide maximum security for this tffort. 

:and will be manned with highly qualified personnel woose experience, 

aptltude and ability make them especiaUy well s.uited for this task. Normal 

.Air _Force and DOD develapment and management praetiees will nat 

apply to this project, md the DAR will carry out his entire resPonsibilities 

.• " '11 ....,,. 

~: ; _, ~ f, • r f! ' 
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• SPE&\it RAi~DUNil · • · 
~, .:under apeclal ·@~nagement p:,ocedQtes appr.oprlate to the •~ure· of ·this 

\. 

I 

project .and the :lecurU, tequlre.d lor it$ ae·compUsliment; SUbJect only 

to ~ppr<>Val by the A$$itiltant tor Beconnatssanee to .the ·secretspt of Defense •. 
. . , . -d-t11~lo f.JW~t . . . . . - . 

E. _(:.Ali.f·Es.. Technical management· responSlblUty for·:thls PJ"OJect 
. . ' . I\ . '' 

~ -d.elegated to -the· Navy, subject ,to ,(Wej11U review ~- appro:val by· the 

Directo.r of the NRO.. Mlulon pl.annlng will be ,$.CCOmpUshed by· the 

.MPG as· for :all ·other s·ateUtte :profects oi· the NRP. 

v. IMP:LJMENTATI()N.. 'ffiis. ag~ent 1$ effectl:ve-lmmediately· 

_,,thin·the D ···rt -ent.of D ti - indtb CIA·· d • · -ed •• .... u · . ~ ......... .... .. . _ epa. m . e ense .. . . . e . . , an f:lprs es ~ pre.~.u.AID 

directives 1n Jach agency on the subjects discus•~ herein.. ~u such 

superstded dlre.c:.Uvf$: will be ~~ to ·.confQr:m !With the$$ provl$1cms 

at the -eatllest date. 

• John A. • Mc:Cone 
b_,eetoJ'· 
Central Intelligence. Agency 

Hobert s~,, McNamara • 
Secretary c>f Defense· 

lAtch 
la-. Mreetive· No., 
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