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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

—{F&} Management of National Reconnaisgance Program

L PURPGSE

This agreement relates to the establishment of a Nauenal
Reeonnaissance Program and to the éstablishment of arrangéements
within and between the Department of Befenee and the Central
'Inteuigence A‘gencj for its management. and opération in a manner
which will insure that the particular talents, experience and eapabﬂitiee
within these two organizationsg will be fully and most effectively utilized.

_in this eﬁort.

o, DE FINI’I'IONS.

A. NRP + National Reconnaissance Program, consisting of all
overt and covert .eVerfnght projects for intelligence, geqdesy,‘.and. -
mapping, photegrapﬁj and electronic signal collection, '

 B. NRO = National Reeonngis‘sénc-e Office, as established
herein for the purpese of managing the NRP. |

C. DOD/AR + Assistant for Reconnaissance te the Secretary of .
Defense, established by the attached DOD Birective No. ___

Pirector of the National Reconnaissance Office.
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N D, DDP/A = leputy lirecter (Plaue) ei the Central mtelugence

ﬁgency, z}eputy Director of the NRO.
E. BSR # Director of Satellite ﬁecennsiseance-t‘i‘s‘r the general
oificer respongible directly to the Director of the NRO for all field
management and operation of satellite reconnaissance projects. The
D8R is overtly known as the Birector of Special ?rojeetﬂ, Office of the
Secretary of the Alr Force, for security ressons, |
F. DAR = mmmg'm eircreﬁ Reconnaissance, a covert position
held by the general officer responsible directly to the NRO for all field
management (excludhag epemtion)‘ef ajrcraft and drone ever,fught‘_'
: b | will have a suitable overt title as required by the security e_i hig progecte.
| G M?GI +« Missgion ?hrming Group, 4 part of the NRO which plans
all speciﬁc overflight recmnaiseance missi.ona and determines targets

to be covered by each speciﬁe miggion. .

H. STC « Satellite Test Center,,,}

for the on-orbit cont rol of satellites.

1. SOC ~ Satellite Operations E'eniral‘

Jexercis’es NRO operational control of all

aatellite recomnalssance missions,
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J. AOC + Aircraft .perati@na Central, a part of the NRO whmh
v Axene
exercises NRO operational centrol of all aircraft averflight reconnaissance

mlSSiOﬂS'. :

A. National Reconnaigsance Program. The National Reconnaissance

Program will consist of all satellite and overflight reconnaissance

. projects whether overt or covert. It will include all photographic projects

for intelligence, geodesy and mapping purposes, and all electronic signal
¢ollection projects for electronic signal intelligence and communications
intelligence.

B. National Reconnaissance Office. There will be established on

a covert basis a National Recgmaissance Office to manage this Program,

The Director of the NRO will be the Assistant for Reconnaigsance to the

Secretary of Defense, em;{ overt (SECRET) position 'eestablishéd by the
attached DOD Directive No. o is...» The Deputy Director of the NRO

will be the Deputy Director (Plans) of the Central Intelligence Agency.
The office will include a small special staff whose pex‘sonnel. will he

drawn from the e_pértment,of Defensge and the Central Intelligence Agency.

This office will ha#’e direct control of all elements of the total program. -
C. - Responsibility, -In order to assure that the functioning of the
NEO and the conduct of the NRP is baged upon the agsignment of clear

and specific responsibiuties, the total responsabihty for the National
8 L ‘E
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 Reconnaissance ngram is hereby delegated by the Becretary of

| Eefense and the Director of the'Céntrafl.Kntelugence Ageney to the

| Assigtant for Reconnéissance to the Secretary of Defense as Director

of the National ;Rebonnaissance Office. He will in turn delegate specific

5responsibii’ities» to the Central Intelligence ,Agency and elsewhere as

required to carry out the terms of this agreément.' Initial delegation

..of responsibilities of projects presently underway is specified under

part IV of this agregmfent;j

D Authority.. Deciaibns,af the National Reconnaigsance Office

will be implemented and its management of the National Reconnaissance

Program made effective within the Department of Defense by the exercise

of the authority delegated to the Assistant for Reconnaiggance to the

Secretary of Befénse, and within the Central Intelligence Agency by the

authority delegated to the Deputy Director (Plans).

E. Operational Agency. Within the Department of Defense, the

Department of the Air Forée will be the operational agency for management

and conduct of the National Reconnaissance Program, and will conduct

this pmgram through use of streamlined special management procedurés '

involving direct control from the office of the Secretary of the Air Force
to Reconnaissance Project Directors in the field, without intervening

reviews or approvals., The manageinent and conduct of individual projects

or elements thereof requiring special covert arrangements may be

@*"zz,%*@é&%
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"»:'tas‘signed by the NRO to the Central Intelligence Agency as the operational
-agency..

F. Technicasl Advisory Group. A Technical Advisory Group for

the National Reconnaissance Office will be established under ,ap@mpriataé
‘é*ecuritye | . _
G. Security, A uniform security control system will be estsblished
/ffp %wé; the total program by the National Reconnaissance Office. Products
from the v‘ax?_ieus programs will be available to all @sers_a.S' deégignated
| by the United States Intelligence Board.

H.,- Requirements. The National Recoxmaissance Cifice will be

directly responsive to, and only to, the photographic and electronic
S signal collection requirements and pr’i@rifies as established by the
United &tates Intelligence Board.,

L Public Information. The National Reconnaissance Office will

develop suitable cover plans and public information plans in conjunction
with the Assiétant.s?eCfetary of Befép.ée,» Public— Affaira, to reduce
potential political vulnerability of these programs and to enhance
security of program operations, - |

J. Program Review. Major prograni elements and operations

of the National Reconnaissance Office will be reviewed on a regular
basis: and s special circumstances require by the Special Group under

NBC 5412, | '
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K. Management.

1. Technical Management. The major portion of technical

management of NRP projects will be Acarri‘ed out by the Director of

Satellite Reconnaissance and the Director of Aircraft Réconnaissance;

reporting directly to the Natfonal Reconnaissance Office. Technical

management of specific parts of projects, ‘su'ch a8 certain payloads

for instance, will be delegeated to the Central Iﬁtelligencé Agency and

'carried out under technical personngl assigned to the CIApart of the .

NRO. To provide for full use of available capabilities and resources,

and to prcvidéi for interface with data exploitation equipment developed

‘by agencies outside the NRO, Navy and Army representatives will be

assigned, on a full-time basis, to appropriate positions within the NRO.
They will be technically qualified in electronic &ignal collection work

and in mapping and geodesy, respectively, and have NRO project

responsibilities in these areas. A firm liaison channel between the NRO

* and NSA will be established as 4n adjunct to the technical management
structure of signal collection projects.

2. ‘Financial Management, The Assistant for Reconnaissance

to the Secretary of eiénse will be regponsgible for funds for sll projects

of the NRP. Funds will be allocated on an individual project basis and
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. Mission Planning. A Mission Planning Group (MPG) will

be established within the NRO to plan all specific missions of this

,Kprbg:ra:m and to determine tax’gétg to be covered by eéach mission. The
MPG will have Tri-Service, NSA AND CIA representation on a full-time

basis, and will be chaired by a member of the CIA directly responsible

to the DDP/A. The MPG will have available the complete schedules and

technical ¢apabilities of all of the sensor gystems of all NRP projects,

-and accounts of the complete coverage obtained by all s ensor systems

of thege projects, on a continuows basis. This Group will establish the
pre#léuﬁch ta.rgéting fseleefion for au reconnaissance projects of the
NERP; and will transmit thig information to the Satellite ©perationg
Central (80C) for j‘sate’uiter migsiong, am:i to the mrcréf;t Gperations"
Central (A0C) for aircraft missions. |

2. Satenite Operations. A Satellite @perations Centml (SQC)

will bé established as a part of the NRO

The 80C will be headed

3.4 . .
by, &= Alr Force member of the NRQ who will have operational centrol

over all satellite reconnaisaahce missions throughout the conduct bf

such missions. The Head of the 80C will be directly responsible to the

Director of Satellite Reconnaigsance, The SGC will include appropriate

ClA personnel,
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3. . Aircraft Cperations, An Aircraft Operations Central (ﬁ.(f)

~:will be eatablished at an sppropriate location under necessary security
_arrangements. The ACC will be headed by a CIA member of the NRO
who will have .ope,mtibnai contrel over all aircraft and drone werﬁhght
~ reconnaisgance maissions throughout the conduct of such missions. The
DDP/A. The ACC will

Head of the A0C will be directly regponsible to the
include appropriaste Air Force personnel.

IV, PROJECT RESPONSIBILITIES, The Director of the NRO is responsible

for all aspects of all projects of the NEP. In carrying out this responsi-
bility, be will delegate gpotific :asp;%ts to the »C‘M and elsewhere, as
appropriate. In this regard, the if@llowizaig initial delegation applies to
the meajor projects presently wnder *w.ay.: |

‘A, CORONA/MURAL/ARGON: The Air Force has primary
responsibility for: (1) launch scheduling and launching; (2) orbit and
‘recovery operations; (3) development and procurement of ex‘:é_;-,-

orbiting Rréhic'iés', and elint payloads. €IA has primary responsibility for
(1) development and procurement of ph@tegmphie payloads and nose cones,
and (2) project security.  In addition, the CIA will provide the chalrman

‘of the
membership in the SGC
of the NRO and which will have operational contrel of these missions

A

MPG which will plan all migsions of these projects, and will have
which will be headed by an Alr Force member

Y
4
&
s B
P S

LinitLie
)

Approved for Release: 2024/06/05 C05027374




C05027374 . i L -
" Approved for Release: 2024/06/05 C05027374
| i gar el

during flight.

B. 8AMOS. The ,Ai.f Foree has primary responsibility for SAMOS,
with the CIA in a supporting role in regard to project security. In

addition, the CIA and the Alr Force have the same mission planning

and operations roles described in A above.
| C. EARDROP. The Air Force has primary responsibility for "

EA RDROP, with the CIA having the same mission planning and operatmns

roles described in A above.

D, OXCART . The Air Force will assume responsibility

for the technical management of the @XCAR T project, with the CIA

-remaining responsible for the reconnaissance payloads, proj-ect security,

‘and conduct of opérations. Missions will be planned by t&e CIA-chaired

MPG and conducted by the CIA-headed AGC, responsible directly to the
DDP/A. The Air Force will establiéh an office of the Director of

Alrcraft Reconnaissance (DAR) to concurrently manage the development

of @RCART and all variations of this development. The DAR will

be estab&sixed with care to provide maximum security for this effort

2nd will be manned with highly qualified personnel whose experience,
aptitude and gbility make them especially well suited for this task., Normal
Afir Force and DOD development and management practices will not

apply to this project, sd the DAR will carry out his entire responsibilities

9
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under special management procedures appropriate to the nature of this

project and the security required for its accomplishment, subject only

to approval by the Assistant for Reconnaissance to theé Secretar"y of Defense. ..

“Aevelo puent

E. CANES, Technical management responsibility for this project
is .de.legated to the: Navy, subject to overall review and approval by the
Director of the NRO. Migsion planning will be accomplished by the

MPG as for all other satellite projects of the NRP,

V. IMPLEMENTATION, This agreement is effective immediately

within the Department of :Befense and the CIA, and sﬁpér&ede‘s all previous

directives m each agency on the muhjects discussed herein, All such

superseded direcuves wiil be revised to conform with these provlsions

at the earuest date.
Toln A. McCone ~ Fobert 5., McNamara
Director Secretary of Defengse
. Central Intelligence Agency
1 Atch
1 BO® Directive No..
10
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