
TO 1 General Goodpaster ; 'DATE: .Augu.~t 20, 1959 

FROM Dr. Kistiak.owsky . . 

SUBJECT: Project CANES ; •• ' 

Since our last discussion of this m:atter, J had' a· bri~fing and two con- . • •• 
versations with knowledgeable people. My pr~s.e.n(co'nch11~ion is'that "the project 
is of no ov~rwhelming value, but may p~ovide lisefui infoi,-mation," and since 
Project SAMOS will probably be delayed, .this \~or_~;;_ti~~ wiil \:onie .it ·an 
opportune time. -- The project could not be --~µil:>~~;a;s·ii:ig\inder_:t~e w·o;st possible 
circumstances, i.e. some electronic breakdown,···ti.ntil'the -P~esident issues a 
specific authorization, which could be postpone.d until,th_e spring' of 1960. When 
such authorizatio·n is given, the d·egre~_'of· conceiv~ble''e~barrassmerit would be 
very slight,. about commensurate to th~'~ah~~-'of information"obtained, ·anci is 
not i"ikely to happen in any case.· · :: •• }':--: ie'•,, •• ,,,-:<iv: <'-!·•· • • ''· -:.•-':: ..•• >"'· •• , • ·_, • 

. . . , 
' •,t '. • • ' , ::. ~!;:'"_ ~ :~ ;,- • r :, •• ·: • • 

The cost of the project appare~tly will be weii bei'ow·1;1.a.u a'"inillion, if 
the approval is given now, so that ~o air transp~rtatio~ -~f __ ·,~c;;~po~ents is involved, 
etc. I understand these funds are avail.able, but of course I can't be sure that it 
will not sprout new off shoots. 

My present positi:on is a recomm·e~d~ti~·~ t-~- app.rov~/ but ~~t ·~. strong one. 
I do not think that failure to grant approval will hurt our interests seriously: 
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