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O]j'ice Memomndz/m UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN'i‘

TO ) General Goodpaster o ~f S ,j‘iDA'rE: August 20, 1959

'FroM 1 Dr. Kistiakowsky

sunﬁacr: Pro_ject CANES

Smce our last dlscussmn of thls matter .I had a br1efmg and two con-
versations with knowledgeable people. My present conclusmn is that the project
is of no overwhelming value, but may prov1de useful 1nformation, and since .
Project SAMOS w111 probably be delayed thls 1n.t'ormation will come at a.n o
opportune time., ' The project could not be embarrassmg under the worst possible

circumstances, i.e. some electronic brea.kdown, ‘until ‘the Pres1dent issues a 7
-specific authorization, which could be postponed untll the sprmg of 1960. When
such authorization is given, the degree of concezvable embarrassment Would be
very slight, about commensurate to the value of mformation obtamed and 1s
not likely to happen in any case.’ ' A e SRR T e

. The cost oi' the prOJect apparently w111 be well below hal.f a mllhon, if
‘the approval is given now, so that no air transportatlon of components is involved,
etc. Iunderstand these funds are avallable but of course I can't be sure that 1t
will not sprout new offshoots. . : : ot ;

My present positi-on is a recommendation to approve,but not a "s';t'rong-one.
I do not think that failure to grant approval will hurt our interests seriously.
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