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Brief of results

3ix formal and several informsl meetings of the Working
Jroup were held between 28 July snd 3 October, The three
members npresent at sgll meetings were ::]
and Trexler, The murnoge of the meetinus wes to vrrevare for
Op 923 (RADM L.V. Lowrance) a "staff study" of the desirsbility
of acting on the NRL (Code 5,30) pronosal for an electronics
reconnaissance staellite known as "Tattletale',

It has been determined by the group thet if Op 92 wishes to
have the wroject go then Ox 92 9ust sponsor 1t in ARPA after
clesring with On 91, Op 00, 3ecretery Norton and secrstary .ates,
Because of the poor record of the Mavy in the field of satellites
(N.O.T.3. and Van:uard) it will be necessary to present a very
strong case gll the way un the line. In ad:ition to the required
approval of ARPA the Fresident must OK each "Tattletale" launching
since reconnalssance 1s an ares of grest Internatlional sensitivity.

Tne working uroup, appreciating the difficulties shead, msde
several detalled stuiles of a background and technical nature. “The
first study was of the ARFA backed Air Force program wWs-117L.

This program which has spent %150 million over many years will

have an electronic reconnaissance satellite in orbit by June 1960.
The 117L bird will have 2,680 pounds of electronics aboard and
gnould provide a great deal of vsluable intelligence. The

code word for this project is now "3entry" with the electronics
vart known as "3tar"., At the suggestion of the
operational analysls member of the irroup, N oF: wo
techniceal working vapers. The first was concerned with the
pos3sible deteriorating effects of highly elliptical orbits that
might res'ilt from less than perfect launching,while the second
study was concerned with the detaills of brealking out the data
to provide fixes on discreet targets. Both studies vnrovided
ontimistic results an? were well received by Op 71 and NTPC,

At the final meeting of the VWorking udrour on 3 Cctober the
draft of the report to RADM Lowrsnce was read snd discussed in
great detail. 3Some changes were made 2nd a final cony will be
walked around for approval in a few days. Tre study recommends
that Op 92 push the "Tattletale" project and that WNRL personnel
prepere to get on the road with tle reuuired briefings through
Navy and ARPA channels.

f The Laberatory (code 5,30) has gilven Up 92 certaln figures
for time and money required to deliver the "Tattletale'" birds
to the ARPA supplied launching venicle. 'To meet tRe figures of
time will reguire the f1ll support of Lheﬂkﬁﬁggdﬁ%&y. SUAEDO
has supplied FY 59 money but ARFA will be qﬁg@ﬂfqngxeﬁﬁ&funds.
Details of timing and fundingz are avaikﬁfl éﬁng&%waﬁdh.B. Owens
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