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Brief of results 

~ix .ror'Tlal and several infoPmal 'lleet1 n 15 s of the Working 
Jroup were held betwe~n 28 July and 3 October. The three 
~e~bers present At 911 ~eetings wereT 

~--------------__J 

and Trex1Ar. The nui->n-:,se of the --neetirw·s WP.S t'.) prepare for 
Op gz3 \RADM t..V. LowrAnce) a "ste.ff study" of the desirability 
of qctlng on the NRL tCone 5L~JO) pronosel f'or an electronics 
reconnaissA>1ce staellite known as "'l'p,ttletele". 

It hr-is been deter111.ned by t"ie group tr,s:.t if Op 92 wishes to 
have the project go then Op 9'? ,ust sponsor lt :l.n ARPA after 
cles.r:1.n0 w"l th Op 91, Op 00, 3ecretPry Norton !rnd :iecr.~tary .iates. 
Because of the poor record of the NRVJ in the fiAld of satellites 
\N.O.T • .:3. and_ Van:;uardJ it will be neces.3ary to present a very 
strong case all the way un the line. In ad: i tion to the required 
approval of ARPA the J-·r·e siden t '11US t OK each "Tattle tR le" 1 aunchi ng 
since reconnaissance is An area of great international sensitivity. 

The wwrking J,·oup, 8.ppreciating the difficulties ahead, ma.de 
several detailed stui1ies of a background and technical nature. 'l'he 
first study was of the ARPA backed Air Force program WS-ll 7L. 
'rhis program which he_s spent 1,150 million over many 1ears will 
have an electronic reconnaissance satellite in orbit by June 1960. 
The 117L bi~d will have 2,680 pounds of electronics aboard and 
sh~uld provide a great deal of valuable intelligence. The 
code word for this project is now "3entry" with the electronics 
pB.rt known as "3tAr 11 • At the suggestion of~ 7 the 
operational analysis ~ember of the ~roup, NL orepbrea cwo 
technical worl~ing :oapers. The first w:=is concerned with the 
pos3ible deterior~tlng effects of highly elliptical orbits that 
·ntght rcs•;lt fro.,, less thAn "f)erfect launching,while the s·econd 
study WAS. concerned ·.,d th t.he details of breaking out the data 
to provide fixes on discreet targets. Both studies nrovided 
oatirr1istlc resu.lts irn'1 1,19rP, well re~e1ved b.Y Op 71 and NTPC. 

At the final '!leettng of the ',lorkine, :j,~9uT: on 3 Cctober t 1,e third 
dra.ft of the report to Rf...DM Lowrance was reP..d and discussed 1n 
gr13_qt dete.il. .:3o"ne chane:es ,.ere ""!a.de i:md :-:i final cony will be 
walked nround for approval in R. few days. Tr,e ::1t1Jdy reco!l1··1ends 
that Op 9? push the "Tattletale" project and tl,a.t ?rnL personnel 
prepare to get on the road wit,h tt·,e re,_{ 1.,ired briefings throu0 h 
Navy and ARPA channe 1 s. 

The Labori:i tory l code _:)L4JO J has ~i ve n 0µ 92 certain figures 
for time and money reyuired to deliver the "'IAttleta.le" birds 
to the ARPA supplied laun~hin3 vehicle. '!'o meet t~e figu~es of 
tlrne will require the f 11ll s 11pport of the Lt,li>~\E:a'tt•FY. .t,UAeDo 
has supplied F'Y 59 money but AHf'A wi 11 be"\,~.~isi/1f o:r;.~1Ff~~~b~t91 funds. 
Details of ti-ning and fundi.n:s are avallab],._~-tdtroJit:S"fM;A "'H. 9. Owens 

\code 5435J. CO¼! JE.1 I 

~ ~fl 

------------L--Approved for Release: 2024/06/08 C05025763 


