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Wait 
By 'John G. Norris sit·a,r 1,au.nciher, w,ith five saite-l-

Sta(! Reporter 

CAPE CAN,:\V.ERAL, Jan. 
·' 24-:The failure of the "buck-

.f-,_ 
:4_irtes rangiing 'i-n· wed1gih1t from ~ 
,e,iglhit ,to 59 pounds p,ackaed iLn 

dits no:,e, went off ailll • r1gih,t. ~ -
1ihe second stage se-p,arn1:ed ) , • shot" SJatellite_ launchil'!,g ve­

.. hicle t41i:s morn1ing prese·n1ts a 
g1:a.phic . example of • what 
sc-ien·ti'sts. face in s-eeking ma-

'. jor s•pace advances. 
Com:pa:red to the two sp-ace 

spectaculars 1:entative,Jy slaited 
for Friday and Saturday~the 
moon and the man-in-orbi.t 
shots - today's .purely· scien­
bific project was •. lacki.ng in . 
glamor. 

Yet the attempt to Ja,unch 
five satell1tes at once, t1tiliz-

fivom 1:lhe Tihor boo.steir and 
was sita1rte.q in tihe aiir, burt 
f.atHed oo buhld up eno-ugh­
veiLoc·Lty ito carry iiinl!:o o•rbiJI:. 

It d•ropped in the Caribbean 
Sea from a.JJout 50 m1lec; up. 
Six of nine Thor-A blestaT sat: 
el1it,e shots have been success­
ful. 

''B u c k s h o t" - officiaB§ 
knciwn as Composite I-was. 

• c'onducted by . the - Naval R.e_-' 
sea·rch· Laborartory _and sought· '7.', 
.to. put up five instrl,lmei1ited . . 'Ji 

ing a novel and relai-ively in- "moons" e•ach of which would ~ 
expensive new method, prom- nave se'.nt back- different types :' 
ised significant .gai,ns i:n space of -information.-· _,; • • ~a 
science, a fie lei in Which the .su_'ci-1 multipre.- , . 'Ja-U1ich_.es. . ·' 
United States has cons-istently have been prf!ssed by • tlie • ,-. ·_ 
led Russia, Navy as a means o.f collecting 

And • i:t brot1ght liome to scientific data much more ) 
sc:ientists o:f the National Aero- econo,mically than by sending _ ,_ 
nautics and Space Adm-inis_tra- UJp satellites separately. They 
·lion, hoping to get Astronaut m·•ight also ma,k the way for 
,John H. Glenn in11io orbit and commerciaJ applications • of 
Hanger In off i1n the right tra- space. In the establishment ,of 
jectory toward the moon this wo1,J'd - wiicle communications 
week, how the malfunction of and TV systems, for inst,ance, 
-one Oif many thousands o.f Associated Press, large numbers of orbiting sat-
parts can result in delay o_r · elliies will be required. 
disaster. This is how a Thor-Able Star rocket carrying five satel- The five satellites in "buck- ~-

Mercury Ope·r,a,tio.ns Direc- lites ,lifted off its Cape C,anaveral launching pad yester- sh_ot" would hav~ taught scien-
tor Wa:lter C: Williams ,an- day, only to ·have a second-stage malfunction pr.event tists more aibout the dangers 
nounced i.n the usua1l e:nd-of-· putting its multiple payload in or.bit. to astronauts of the Van Allen • • 
the-day deveiopme,nts report • . belt radiation, measured the 
that "Work iis proceeding on . , I suns X-ray emmissions, sturl- ~ 
schedule for an orbtbal J.au:nch touch and go -to avoid c·onfhct i·eturn t•o a favora,b1e r-el1a,bive ied radio wave propaga,tion, • 

. -•attempt no eartfor thran Sa,t- w-ith the Glenn fJ.i_glht shou,1-d po-siiitli!001 iJ.a1te n~xt moOllllh, and p-rovided more precise cal- . . . 
·: urday, Jain. 27." it be late ge,tti:ng o:ff S·a,tu,1,d,ay • All thi,s means 1tha1t every- ibra:tii.on for the Navy's space , 

A.nd unofficia,l reports had rnornd,ng. th-i.ng mrnsit cl,ick for t/he 1111a,n- sur~emance system ai:id Arm? ._·· , 
;the 1·easse1~bly of the Atlas S-hou,l,cl ,tJhe ·Mercu-ry lau,nc;Ji- 1,11 . orbiiit and s·ec•o,nd. b11ihed. engmeers ea.rth mappmg proJ-
la-unch veihic)·e for the moon .in,g 111a,ve. ,to b~ pos·l:poned be- moon -shots to _get off itlhis ect. . _ . -~ 
shot µro_ceed~n_g well. ~---'-'u..cuo..ct.~:30 p, 111 . Satur-day, it •w,eek, and tlhe odds a•re a,g,a,i;m_;it; NRL s_c1entis~s said they · 

Conva,1,r e.ngmeers took eted to cro over until a,!,! .going weH in t1he hig1hly have no immediate plans f.or . " 
unusual step of "pulLing" ',. whrle 0 if (Jhe moon complex s,a1te•l!J.i.te !YroJ·ects. repeating the projects, as they 
susta,in_er engine fr~rn the de1'al•~g, ~q_cL§~ur- It ,is not known ji.tst wha,t rymst first get the Air Force (_ ; ; 
la:s while -the hug·e rockeit . t>"o•ft it musfoe put ,w•e-n-t wr-on,g i-n -today's "buck- to schedule a1_1other Thor- 'I 
,in uprig\1t P.O§ition _f_(?,I:' launc • offVfa:St,.t11J1Minocm,gTtlil~1r-hi I shot" launc.h.· The 1111:or-A>ble- Ablesta:r launclHng, .. 
ing, 1in order to rep,a,i,r the fuel l'i- ~"' · · • ' 
•1:ank. If all • s weU ,RaJwer . \ .. _· 

• . 1,1 t- f 'il,1 ' fl'~---·-· 

.H;:~T:{;~~)~i~~}io,i~ ·F-~d~Y. -~f: :- .;steel Fla,Ws Delay B_i_·, g.' 11el_ e,scope 
If this dead1ine ·is missed·, -

1t-hey may try a-giain Saiturday 
a•liternoon, alithou gih dt wiU be By Howard Simons lapse(-i in 1944, ta,kin_g • l~~J pa,ny for. the ma1kin,g of new 

sbarr Repor.ter lives:(' '')c>a,ts, some of •which willl be I 
A little understood steel B1{tt:le fracture was also re- c~st, _ rather . tJ-:1;,n fab:ricated, 1 

defect that has plagued engi- spon:li1ble for the sudden as wei'f the.,uri • •• "··•c ' 
1~~ers and metallurgists for splitt;_~ng open of a giant mo- The 140_._foot-

• • - • o-, 11 ~pcl a lesse;3 tank i•n Boston;in- 19~9. signed as•-•"a ., 
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