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1. This Program was the very first SIGINT Satellite program to place 

an ELINT collection satellite in 01bit ( June 1960) where it demonstrated 

the capability of intercepting data from 750 me portion of S-Bando The 

system was very carefully tried out on th2 first day of American Statehood 

for our 50 th state (Hawaii) at the Naval Communications station at 

Wahahiawa on 4 July 19690 The President maintained very tight control 

of the tasking since this flight followed the U-2 flap by only a couple 

of monthso In fact President Eisenshower pers~nnally had to approve each 

of the 22 times that this payload was turned on over the Russian Area. 

It lasted only about 90 0£ dBe to a battery/power supply problem, but 

it did very definitely establish the trendsof the future. 

2. At this time the progrem since its inception has successfully 

built and flown 0xex a total of 18 satellites. The longest flight useful 

lifetime has been 7103C with 4 years and 9 days of data collection time 

to its credit. 

3. The US Naval Research Laboratory in Washington DC has two teams 
'1t>PPY 

which cooperate in the design and development of these~satellite systems 

as well as ~.th~ data collection instrumentation at the overseas siteso 
. or ,d..; f,J/ 

The firs~team at NRL,*0x has about a dozen meri workigg full time in the 

area of the satellite SIGINT receiving systems and the overseas ·data 

receiving, recording, timing and interrogati91'1 syste.ms-\' .. This_ tepam is 
liJ,;1t°Z1ff'r,J,Ji.'fJ tft{. ;/)yf!'j,}1-1;\,l fJTU;.J.:.:!A r•lilfilial /\1JCJ_,,;() 

essential 1 y the sa.me group who1 ee:·l& t:h:e 17P0~-e"S,a,.-l--t-e--s--ta·rt"'"t'r'le-·PoP'!?Y 

l?,.;:S:J:~S}~:~dtf::11, .. .,t)::i,:~::;fj:::.i::•s;t;:.-pf;t:.~c~-. The second NRL-team is th,e g_r;-,o~P.:,9f about 
Pw l"'f .~ 

55. n:en...l.VJ,E;O ,,d~s}:£f_J1,acN!li construct,ac~!i calibrate and launch ~,es:e~ satellites 
0f). ,, 1· <;.,:, ,t,,.r.,t r r , '·J ,r. .;; .f M 1,.1, l/!. ¢ I 

i ·.·:tor' the ''NAVY_.,,. Th.is team has many customers in the Scientific community 

and you occasionally may hear other s,tellites1up t~ere1 which sound very 

much like our own and this may explain some of t¼ese similarities. 

4 .. About 90 to 100 man-years of effort are expended at NRL each year 

in the fantastically intricate business of"giving Birth" to these satellites 

which have a developement peri~d of about two years .. oThis program remains 

as one of the major areas of effort at the Naval Research Laboratory, and 

is funded to about $7½ million per year. The National Priority remains 

equal to"· the highest in. the nation and the performance has been getting 

better all t~e timeo 
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