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NOTES ON POPPY' s AREAS OF SUPPORT TO NAVY REQUIREMENTS: 

y"'J1"' The basis POPPY system is a -broad-band omni-directional radar 

interc1_3pt system and as such is just an extension of the standard,,'{'·· 

ELIWT mission performed by the Cryptologic Community. The SOO 

mile satellite orbital altitude provides an instantaneous coverage 
3500 

over a circular area ~(i}@xn.mi. in diameter which equates to the area 

of the North Atlantic Ocean. The frequency coverage is from 

Mes to Mes 

to exist. The collection system is a series of CrJstal-Video type 
w//JI 

receiver, thresholding systRms and pulse transmitters which operate 

• a 1 • d d Th. hn·- lJ 74 ;__~//x,,7.•f. 1n11 rea. -t 1.me transpon . mo e. .. 1 s tee / que a ... ows -a:yl s 1 g·n1 1 cant 

A wide range of tasking flexibility allows the four satellites of one 
launch to be used jn many dmfferent ways in support of the various 

operational targets and missions. Operat1onally the system has been 

in use .f.~Rx~n.ci1i:r-since 1960 and at this t:i.me there are□ satellites 

bejng operationally tasked,~! ---~~f these are restricted to use during 

daylight hours only. The .sm..mnmnmrh.:.krhma Si gin t Overhead R econnai s an ace 
( SOR S) 

Subcommittee/ through the SAFSS have the excluslve perrogative for 

tasking these satellites against the National requ:i.rements for ABM/AES 

search, in addition to the 

the USIB. The results of this 
Y)? u.c Ji 

1rt..0,s-t" of the general intelligence i. , ...... ruam ... 

requirements set forth by 
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(~ SIGN AL OF INT ER EST : Sign al s of high interest because of their variant 

or developmental characteristics 
------------------~ 

are reported by the POPPY community by message on a regulark basis 

to N SA. 

LOCATION or DETAILED ANALYSIS: This effort takes place at both NSK 

and at the collection site within a period of of the observatin 

of the s :i.gnal. ,ij~ I 

There has been no direct requ1rement for Navy oriented Missions 

but a number of items of interest have resulted after-the.-fact. The 

most noticable was the build-up a~d fall-off of ship board emittor 

activity wjth a deployment, operaticr and final termination of a 

Soviet North-Sea exercise 5n the fall of 1S66. There have been many 

other cases where after the fact, an analysis has shown signals 

or modes of operat5on of Navy interest. ,Just recently for esample, 

was analysed in a short term mode and was found to have a 

To date there is no method of gettjng regular Navy oriented 

analysis and no inputs adequate to influence tasking with a Navy Flavor. 

As a result the intelligence has been very spotty, However, all of the 

parameters of signals have been measured a -

• ship location have been analyzed. 
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1. Waskj ng over ocean areas_ was based on the Navy targets. 

2. Tasking over the ocean areas could be made available 

5. Direct Analysis to support the Ship type targets. 

The Naval Resennch Laborad:ld:lyy currently is up-dating the exjsting 

overseas data collection site~ with new receivers, antennas and dig

itsl processing equ:ipment including a computer, to allow the i.ndividual 

sites to provide highly accurate, analysd;s capability. This type of 

data collection station could easily provide an additional inppt to 

the Tactical Navy's ELINT needs. 
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