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THE ENTIRE NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE 

.PROGRAM· IS DIRECTED BY THE NATIONAL. 

RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE. THE NATIONAL 

RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE, OR Nae, WAS 

ESTABLlSHE.D BY THE SECRETARY Of DEFENSE 

AND THE DIRECTOR OF ~-CENT-RAL 

THE NAT I ONAL RE CONN A.I S_SANCE. PROGRAM. 

NRO IS A COVERT. ORGANIZATl·ON BURIED 

IN THE.'AIR FORCE,· IT IS EStABLISHED AS 

SHOWN IN THE AC-COMPANYING DIAGRAM. 
, . 

(SLIDE) 

DR. FLAX~ AS DIRECTOR OF THE NRO, 

· SUPERVISES ALL ASPECTS OF THE AIR FORCE, 

c1·A AND NAVY COVERT SATELLITE PROGRAMS. 

THE NAVY PROGRAM IS KNOWN AS PR.OGRAM •11 C! 1• 

AND THE ASSISTANT CHIEF bF NAVAL 

0 P E R A T I ON S F OR I NT E L L I ·G E N CE I S T H E 
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THE NAME "PROGRAM C" IS UNCLASSIFIED AND ./'1 

' 
I. 

IS NORMALLY USED IN GENERA~ REFERENCE 

TO THE PROGRAM TO EASE THE SECURITY • 

R E ST R I CT I ON S I N C O R R E S P-0 N D E N C E ) ~ TH E 

D I R E C T OR • 0 F P RO· G R AM ·-.· C ., C ON T R O L S ·TH E ON L Y 

N AV Y. C O V E R T S AT E L L I T E S-.Y STE M , A N ~- L I N T 

S YSTE!Vl CALLEO "POPPY", ·\\!'ITH TH~ 

ORGANIZATION SHOWN ON 1HIS CHART: 

·.(St I DE)· 

• 0 I .REC.T-OR. 'OF PRO GRAM''· c" IS A MEMBER OF 

THE NRO AND l·S RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

DIRECTION -OF ALL NAVY SATELLITE • 

SYSTEMS THAT ARE A PART O"F THE 
. • . 

NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE PROGRAM.-
,. ' 

MANAGER Of PROGRAM C MANAGES ALL. 

ASPECTS OF THESE SYSTEMS FOR THE 

DIRECTOR~ 

• 
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. . . . 

BUILDS THE SATELLITES AS WELL AS- TH~ . ·- -·: .. ----: _,.,,, __ • __ - ----.... 

C ON TR O L AN D __ ~~A-.Q-:1QJJJ E Q U I P ME NT . 

NAVAL SECURITY COMMAND OtRECTS lHE 

OPERATIONS OF THE GROUND STATIONS THAT 
· • 1,4 Sjc -

~TROL AND "READ. O.UT" THE SATELLITES. 
. . . . 

IT SHOULD BE- MENTIONED HERE TH.AT THE 
. . 

VERY EXISTANCE OF·THE NATIONAL 
• - . ·--·-··--·-·-- ,, 

.REC-0NNAISS.ANC[-0FFI CE,- THE NAME . ...; _________ . -- -·---- --- . 
' NAT I ONAL REC-ONNA I SSANCE OFF I CE AN.D EVEN· 

'-' l., 

T H .E I N I T I AL S N RO • A R E. C L As·s I F I E D " T OP 

SECRET ·B YEMAN 11 • 

THE NAVY 1 S POPPY PROGRAM, AS A 
.. 

NAT I ONAL PR0G.RAM, IS FUNDED FROM 

NATIONAL SOURCES. THE MONEY IS.SO -

CALLED "BLACK MONEY" AND ·IS PROV I DE.O BY 

T·HE NR0.COMPTROLLER FOR SATELLITE AND 

· I 
I 
' 
I 

.1 

' 
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OF THE NA VY SA TELL I TE PROGRAM, PROGRAM'' C; 

HAVE BEEN AVERAGING APPROXl·MATELY 7-

: MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR, EXCLUSIVE .OF 
i' 

I . . 

LAUNCH COSTS. THE OPERATIONAL PERSONNEL 

AT T H E GR o· u ND S I T E S AR OUN □· T H E :/{ 0 R L O A R E 
Ci:.>-):;,,·:,.,ll,;rc:.> C.ll.~•f·r('.:'. t•,,,-1 • 

PROGRAMMED IN THE (CCP) AND ARE PROV I OED 

F·ROM SERVICE RESOURCES. APPROXIMATELY 

30 MEN ARE I NVO.LV.EO AT EACH OF 

GROUND STATIONS. 
' THE POPPY SATELLITES ARE ACTUALLY TASKEI 

FOR COLLECTION AND READ OUT ON A PASS-BY-. 

PASS BASIS FROM -~ VVORLD WI DE GROUND 
~------" 

SITE'S _)L___ ____________ __J 

AS SHO'NN 

IN THE AGCOMPAN.Y l'NG SL 1.0 E. I 

(SLIDE). 

' .. ' 

5 

•. - . - .. . - 'W": •.••. •. . . -- - ---
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•• '"- - -- EAR p Op tP.R?OP ~ 
THE GROUND STATIONS ARE TASKED BY THE 

COMMANDER OF THE NAVAL SECURITY COMMAND. 

( SLIDE) 

COMNAVSECC0M RECEIVES DIRECTI0~ FROM THE 

SATELLITE OPERATIONS CENTER OF THE 

NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE (BOTH OF 
·, 

WHICH ARE LOCATED IN JHE·PENTAGON) WHICH i 

I N T UR N I s· T A S K.E D B .Y U S I B AN D I T S 
. ~'...:;_·r :,-.c,;· ... t:.);fi,~ 

SUBCOMMITTEES. • • '· I THE DI RECTOR OF. PROGRAM C 1 

HAS REPRESENTATION:0N THE USIB, THE 

SI ·GI NT ·coMM I TTE.E AND THE S 1-G I NT OVERHEAD 

RECONNAISSANCE SUBCOMMITTEE. 

· AFTER THE INITIAL ANALYSIS AT THE 
,.l . ,., 

FIELD SITE, THE ELINT TAK-E FROM THE 

SATELLITES. IS F0RWA.RDED TO NSA AT FORT 
;;... 

I 

I 
• I 

I MEADE dHERE ·IT IS PROCESSED ANO i"v1AOE 
ti;;. 

AVAILABLE TO THE. 1-NTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY • ' 
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I . 

I . 
' 

AT PRESENT ALL.THE EFFORTS OF THE NRo· •· 

EL I Ntf·SATELL I TE PROGRAMS ARE DI RECTEO· 

AT. COLLECTION AGAINST THE SOVIET ABM 
'= L , N-T 5·y s-r 1-;;..,, s 

TH R EAT . (---( US AF H AS SE V E R AL /\ I N " PR O GR AM A " 
\ · S Y.5'7 r:,··nI ) 

AS 'NELL AS MANY PHOTO ·.E?.;R-0-fiff AM:S) ·--: TH IS 
• ' 

/ 

TASKING HAS_·\BEEN DIRECTED BY·T-HE 
' I 

PRES I DENT. V/· 

THE POPPY SATELLITES ARE GENERAL 

SEARCH, TRANSPONDER TYPE ELINT SATELLITES. 

THE SATE~LITE, OR BALL, CONSISTS OF 

CIRCUITRY THAT ENABLES THE BALL TO l 
I 

• TRANSMIT IN REAL TI ME AN ~INTERCEPTED . . 

S1-GNAL TO-A ·GROUND STATION FOR· RECORDING 

'. 1 
.. 

. . . l 

AND ANALYSI.S. THE.SJ_GNAL FROM- THE BALL 

PERMl~S THE GROUND STATJON TO READ OUT 

. ···-- _..,_ ____ ... ~ ~ 
I 

. -- •·- _J 

I 

' ' 

I 
I 

I 
1 
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AT PRESENT TH.E NAVY HAS EIGHT BALL.S 

IN ORB"IT. FOUR BALLS, fDENTIFIED AS. 

POPPY 7104,- WERE LAUNCHED IN MARCH OF 

1965 WITH AN ANTICIPATED. LIFE OF TWELVE 

i MONTHS. POPPY 7105, ANOTHER FOUR BALL. 
I-
I 

SYSTEM, WAS LAUNCHED IN MAY OF 1967 ALSO 

W1TH AN EXPECTED LIFE OF 12 MONTHS. EVEN -

THOUGH ALL EIGHT BALLS ARE NO LONGER -

CONTRIBUTING FULLY (PRIMARILY SUFFERING 
~) 

FROM BATTERY EXHAUSTION) THE POPPY SYSTEMS.: 

ARE FUNCTIONING AN.O HAVE FAR EXCEEDED 

EXPECTATIONS. 7104 HAS CONTRIBUTED OVER 

25,000 TAPES OF EL I NrJ' AND. 71-05 ,OVER 

13,000 TAPES. 

THE NEXT.POPPY :LAUNCH, POPPY 7106, 

A L SO A F O U R B AL L S Y S T EM J I S S ·c H E D UL E O F O R 
-c./f 1c t- y • )' _ 

I 

I 

' 1 

LAUNCH I N-=-:K"EErR:+FA~R~-~ I 9 ·5 9 . i-1',; ;:0!t} !'i-, ·t.;1·~:,:r.1;:.1'. ! t1 ., .. ,,., n:1 • , Lm l1~1i!lirfl_'m:f--fr:t;r;,b,JJ-r-

.,. • ,:: .. •• _. f :ntrol ~V•~·/·nn1s 
·,,;:: .... -4: ••• ---;-, ---~-··"'•___ • 1··1 Ht'-1d,1,, --iAJ,,~ 

• 'i? C,:·, ff\ • ,., r.=' fr\ I l'.-,-.k ,-, i .:: ;-:' ::·-, ;·_ •.'.· ' :_ I 

.I Ii 1; :')I ~\- ,:,. !· - 1: I. 8' 
'

I ' ' ' ;_ I •\·' I, 
'·" ' '•: '-.---.. - - . ' 
..... - - ... , - .. -· ·--. 

-··: -... -, -- . ·, . ----~------,,.·. -_:_ --1---- ... -- ------ . . - . -
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I 

THE SATELLITES ARE NOW BEING ASSEMBLED 

AND TESTED AT NRL AND WILL BE DELIVERED 
·1§:G;, l J: ; r ; , :i ~- 7. 

TO THE WEST.COAST FOR LAUNCH .. ~ 

~U~. UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE NRO, 

THE AIR FORCE AT VANDENBERG LAUNCHES THE 

POPPY SATELLl·TES FOR THE DIRECTOR OF 
I\ ;, 

PROGRAM C. • THE' AGENA IS THE NORMAL SECOND 

ST .AGE LAUNCH VE H I CLE FOR POPP Y . .{rH D~ iJ r) • 

THE POPPY BALL CONTAINS A SERIES OF 
' RECEIVERS THAT GIVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE 

IN THE RF SPECTRUM. 

(SLIDE) 

THE MONITORING GROUND STATIONS TURNI 

ON THE DESIRED RECEIVERS WHEN THE BALL 
I 

COMES OVER THE STATIONS HORIZON AND .ALL 

SIGNALS· I MP I NG I NG ON THE BALL ARE 

IMMEDIATELY RETRANSMITTED TO THE GROUND 

STATION FOR RECORDING ·AND ANALYSIS. 

' 
: I 
I I 
. ' 

' 
J 

. I 
I 
I 

' 
' 

Approved for Release: 2024/06/10 C05027148 _______ _ 



I ,. 

PERFORMED AT THE GROUND STATION, SIGNALS 

OF INTEREST ARE FLAGGED FOR FURTHER·_ 

DETAILED ANALYSIS BY· NSA. 

(SLIDE) 

THE POPPY SATELLITES ARE PLACED IN A 

500 MILE HIGH ORBIT, THIS GIVES THE BALL 

A C I R C UL AR F I E L D OF V I E '/i '/✓ I T H A 3 6 0 0 M I L E 

0-IAMETER OR OVER 9 MILLION SQUARE MILES 

0 F • C O V E R A GE .1 -.r· 11-

; :';:~ i:·:-~r::: • A\~::\;. ;) 
t:\· :'"·~_:,.:,t~~;'~:::J .. ~ (t?'''t •·--•- _1·if' • 

I, ~ ;!• ! -':l. I,, 1 ,. ••• ., "l c·= ... --~ 
• ft. ··b··c 
1: ~n JL <n. 

,.,, . , 

. . - - . -- ';_d; - _J 
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T H E P O P P Y P R O GR AM I S ON E I N W H J. C H 

NAVY SPACE EFFORTS HAVE BEEN HIGHLY 
,.J 

SUCCESSFUL, AND THIS SUCCESS HAS BEEN 

RECOGNIZED BY NRO ANO NS8. THE LARGEST 

V A L U E TO. T H E NA V Y T O D /.\ T E CO iv; E S F R O i\r'i 

THE EXPERTISE IN SATELLITE DESIG~, 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION AE HAVE BEEN 

ABLE TO' BUILD UP AND MAIN-TAIN AT NO D-IRECT 

DOLLAR COST TO THE NAVY. THIS WEALTH 

OF EXPERrENGE WE NOW FIND VALUABLE IN 

RESPONDING TO ·THE DIRECTIVE RECENTLY 

GIVEN US BY ~OM MOORER TO "GET SOME 

EXPERIENCE IN SPACE" AND "GET THE NAVY 

INTO SPACE VVHERE WE HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES 11 • 

OCEAN SURVEILLANCE IS AN AREP.. NH ERE NAVY. 

HAS A RESPONSIBILITY ANO· WHERE THE 

SATELLITE CAN ASSIST MATERIALLY. THE 

PRESENT POPPY BIROS ARE ALSO CAPABLE OF 

_: !J[l [ e--r-.:FI\J.:G A N D L O C A T • 1 N G R A D I A T I N G S H I P ~, r 
1.~,, ,,,_r--·~r--.--,--.,, 1 • r•·ip ~,rr,nr-·y ! 

• • • • .• I 1: 1. . ) l i - :-: I ' • ~ t I 
,' ~,I~ "",.J1;; ,· r• 'I: 11 

/'· fl • I I 'iJ vL·c.Jl\ -~•n~AA~~~~ft. i 
"' .. ,.,. I.,_' I ~ 

• -- . ··-··•-•-· •~~ • ~ ~v'f.tf J.d'/!,~~ I 

, - - -· .• • : - _· - . _. , ("' ..• -. 'l!!!!L_ - - •. - - - . - -- -- . -• _, 
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i . 

AT SEA .. WITH NR0 PERMISSION WE HAVE. 

TASKED OUR POPPY BIRDS, ON A NOT-TO-
. . 

INTERFERE BASIS, TO COLLECT AGAINST 

SOVIET MEN-0~-WAR AT SEA. ~E HAVE BEEN 

ABLE TO COMFIRM A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF 

THESE ELINT SIGHTINGS TO PROVE· THE 
I 

·FEASIBILITY OF.THE ELINT.SATELLITES ROLE 

IN.OCEAN SURVEILLANCE. - AS THE REQUIREMENT 

TO COLLECT AGAINST THE AB-M THREAT 

OIMINl~HES,- H0P-EFULLY MORE TIME. WILL BE 

AVAILABLE TO INCREASE TASKING NR0 SATELLITE~ 

FOR OCEAN SURVEILLANCE. EVENTUALLY, 

NAVY BUILT, C0NTR0LLE"D AND TASKED 

SATELLITES SHOULD BF ABLE TO GIVE GREAT 

SUPPORT TO THE OCEAN SURVEILLANCE NETf0RK 

ANO PROVIDE TACTICAL INFORMATION ON A REAL 

TIME BASIS TO THE COMMANDER AT SEA . 

• . , • )( l .. I I' I 12 
L______~ 

. i 
i 
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T.HE REQUIREMENT FOR COMPLETE OCEAN .·, 

SURVEILLANCE, AND THE ROLE OF SATELLITES 

IN OCEAN SURVEILLANCE HAVE BEEN 

RECOGNIZED BY THE NRO. ~E MUST ESTABLISH 

11 .1 I T H TH E N R O T H E NA VY' I3 R E SP ON S I 8 I L I T Y F OR 

OCEAN SURVEILLANCE.AND THEN DE~ONSTRATE 

THAT NAVY. SA TELL 1:TES ARE CAPABLF OF­

PER.FORM ING THE REQUIRED RECONNAISSANCE. 

IF THE .NAVY DOES NOT ESTABLISH THESE POINTS 

~E WILL EVENTUALLY BE PREEMPTED IN THIS 

.AREA WHICH IS UNDISPUTEDLY NA.VY -TERRITORY. 

THERE WILL BE OCEAN SURVEILLANCE AT THE 

~ATIONAL LEVEL B-Y NRO, WE MUST INSURE THAT 

I t 'N I L L B E A N A V Y E F F O R T E V E N. T H O U G H N R 0 

CONTROLLED. WE ARE. TAK I NG STEPS TO PCH I EVE 
c· .. I 5 Cl·, S ..1 c::/s· L..,:: r·-;, t.. >-::_ ) • • 

THIS NOW. AS THE NRO PRnGRAMS ARE · 

NATIONALLY FUNO-EO THIS ASPECT OF OCEAN 

SURVEILLANCE SHOULD BE ATTAINABLE ~ITHOUT 

P'?·A1,!}~'•1;··ru/J., Vy FUN Os_. 
: .. e, L, I . , • -< 

. . v 
-----.... -·· - .. . . '\ff. • •' . i~· . 
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I 

I. 

OUR PRESENT AIM WITH PROGRAM C IS TO 

CONTINUE THE SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS OF THE 

POPPY SATE LL_ I TES , TO I ~/1 PROVE OUR FUT U I~ E 

SATELLITES, TO·RETAIN AND IMPROVE OUR 

, SAT E L L I T E D E S I G N , C ON S T R U CT I ON Ai~ D 

OPERATION CAPABILITIES, TO CONTINUE 

IDENTIFYING NAVY ROLES IN SPACE AND TO 

ENHANCE THE NAVY'S POSITION IN THE 

NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCt SATELLITE PROGRAM 

T H F< 0 U. G H , S U P P O R T A f~ 0 P A R T I C I P AT I O N I N T H E 

NRO AND THE APPROPRIATE USIB COMMITTEES. 
·--..._ 

.......__ --,, 

~S-WITH ANY PROGRAM WE HAVE PROBLEMS, 

HOWEVER NONE Of THESE. ARE INSURMOUNTABLE. 
i ~-: 

AT THE APPR.OPRIATE Tl-ME, ~HE~· SUPPORT ANO 

I 

J 

l 

. F l l.. c ~- \ , · f. e~, c·. "-· · 1.· \.· -~(? l 
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·\ • ' ":2 >, t"'·...,e -- .. <? .,._ -· ' . ."F €... Ei ,.J,_t;;;$".t .. ' _f5]3 .. 
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·- \.. ·. • . ' 
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I 

' 1" .~.: :~ --~ ~ ',.::. tJ ~•IJ ; I 4 LcH rJ~_·.,.:·::· .. ci. ~~~7frlrJ;.r 
I 

"' •, 
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I, ~. 

-A □ M MOORER IS HIGHLY INTERESTED IN 

POPPY, TO THE DEGREE THAT HE HAS ASKED 

F O.R A MON T H. L Y 8 R I E F I I\I G fvl E iv'l 0 ON T H E P OP P Y 
/) /\//,) 

I·' I . 

PROGRAM, A QUARTERLY BRIEFING ON POPPY . . 
i: • 

F1 :·\ Cl Ci RESS ·-A:P.JO--:··-A----V-+·&-l-T-'" TO N-R L. TO .-:::5·-E~E--l-H E. 
di •. 

i\J E ~~/. P OP··p..;y..-. -SAT.cE-l::-l~,-t-T-E;.S. D .. U.~--~~~~-,--'·'C'O·!\J ST R lJ€-T-· I ON . . . 

( ·i:::: .• 

. 

•. • J>-)r c·L. c /7. c:"· J 
·, 

/U 
\ 

«· <':.·/ S ·rr:/..'f._ C ft /1 ,~/ . ' 
·, 

') ,;-
l.,.s (::- . __ 

i. ,,.:-,-, i.'':':7.~1;"1:-","' . '\;;_ ~~--~---~,_.,,:ii;~t.zi_-h,; . . 
,1 .r . : -;__, \._ ·, 1 \ '( . ..: ~-------" I :....._-. •• . -• r 
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