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 nEL|NT SATELLITE PROGRAM DURING THE
';BRIEFTNG THE SECURITY OF THE PROGRAM
fiWILL BE EXPLAINED, THE BACKGROUND OF
N PROGRAM THE CONTROLLING ORGANIZATION
"*;ANO THE SATELLITE SYSTEM WILL BE

?OEschaEO AND FUTURE PLANS DISCUSSED

As THIS IS A OOVERT;OR "BLAOK" ’

1aPTqua THE PROGRAM ISN"TOP SECRET"‘:
“HANDLED IN THE. OOMPARTMENTEO'OYEMAN
CONTROL SYSTEM" ANDIS UNDER THE SPEOTA
‘;OAVEAT TEARPOP™. B AFTER THE NEED TO
~ KNOW HAS BEEN. ESTABLISHED A PERSON MUS’
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THE ENTIRE NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE

| PROGRAM IS DIRECTED 8Y THE NATIONAL .
 RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE. THE NATIONAL |
RECONNAISSANCE OFF ICE, OR NR®, WAS é
_ ESTABLISHED BY THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ]
AND THE DIRECTOR OF EHE CENTRAL }

INTELL | GENCE “IN 1962 TO SUPERVISE

THE NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE PROGRAM. THE [

| - 3
NRO IS A COVERT. ORGANIZATION BURIED = b
IN THE 'AIR FORCE, IT IS ESTABLISHED AS §

SHOWN IN THE ACCOMPANYING DIAGRAM.
C (sLi0E) -
. DR. FLAX, AS DIRECTOR OF THE NRO,
'SUPERVISES ALL ASPECTS OF THE AIR FORCE,

| CIA AND NAVY COVERT SATELLITE PROGRAMS,‘J :
| " THE NAVY'PROGRAM IS KNOWN AS PROGRAM'"CA"{
AND THE ASSISTANT CHIEF oF NAVAL |
OPERATIONS FOR INTELLIGENCE 1S THE

i ) DIRECTOR OF PROGRAM “C”
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" THE NAME ”PROGRAM c" |S UNCLASSIFIED AND

| 'S NORMALLY USED IN GENERAL REFERENCE ;

. TO THE PROGRAM TO EASE THE SECURITY !

} RESTRICTIONS IN CORRESPONDENCE), THE |
§ DIRECTOR OF PROGRAM G CONTROLS THE ONLY
 NAVY COVERT SATELLITE SYSTEM, AN ELINT

© SYSTEM CALLED TPOPPY', WITH THE |

ORGANIZAT I ON SHOWN ON THIS CHART: E

(stiog)y | |

'DIRECTOR"OF PROGRAM' C IS A MEMBER OF |

THE NRO AND IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE |

DIRECTION OF ALL NAVY SATELLITE : ;i

SYSTEMS THAT ARE A PART OF THE -

; NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE PROGRAM. |

§ MANAGER OF PROGRAM C' MANAGES ALL o

! (ASPECTS OF THESE SYSTEMS FOR THE |

! DIRECTOR: | -

L‘Z_____ , | _ ‘.ll i ____A_W_______-____i@”' ——el _,- o ..___.- . _M%__ J
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NAVAL RESEARCH LABORATORY DESIGNS "AND
BUILDS THE SATELLTTEﬁﬁAS WELL AS. THE

.FONTROL AND READOUT EQUIPMENT.
NAVAL SECURITY COMMAND DIQECTS THE

OPERATIONS OF THE GR OUND STATIONS THAT
L TASK

CONERGL AND ”READAQUT” THE SATELLITES.

IT SHOULD BE MENTIONED HERE THAT THE
VERY EXIbTANCE OF THE VATIONAL' |
'RECONNA I SSANCE OFF ICE, THE NAME
NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE AND EVEN °
THE LNT[LALS”Ngd”ARE CLASSIFIED "TOP
SECRET BYEMAN". | | |

THE NAVY'S POPPY‘PROGRAM,‘AS A
NATIONAL PROGRAM, IS FUNDED FROM
NATIONAL SOURCES. THE MONEY IS SO

CALLED "BLACK MONEY" AND 1S PROVIDED BY
THE NRO COMPTROLLER FOR SATELLITE AND
GROUND EQUIPMENT CONSTRUCTION, Mgty

ag,ijAL#AILQﬂ AND LAUNC‘HIN(:w ANNUAL CO TS
o] ]‘j}"&zgl\L EU? L T :

| 4 .

l Approved for Release: 2024/06/10 C05027148

e el .

v
H

“t;?.uJ_

LoV

IR




05027148 SRSt

~“TOP -SE Approved for Release: 2024/06/10 C05027148,~ T
EARPOP ::sunn ;_M&]T_Lﬂ AUM.; }N oA @@‘ W!@“’
m r“ Ut

R

LAUNCH COSTS. THE OPERATIONAL PERSONNEL.

OF THE NAVY SATELLITE.PROGRAM, PROGRAM" C;
HAVE BEEN AVERAGING APPROXIMATELY 7.
MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR, EXCLUSIVE OF

AT THE GROUND SITES AROUND THE %ORLD ARE

Le R3S DR Ry Ple "y M

| PRouRAwwED IN THE/CCP\AND ARE PROVIDED

30 MEN ARE INVOLVED AT EACH OF

FROM SERVICE RESOURCES. APPROXIMATELY

GROUND STATIONS. o
THE POPPY SATELLITES ARE ACTUALLY TASKE|
FOR COLLECTION AND READ OUT ON A PASS-BY-

PASS BASIS FROM fﬁi NORLD WIDE GROUND

SlTES)

AS SHOWN

N THE ACCOMPANYING SLIDE.
(SLIDE)
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THE GROUND STATIONS ARE TASKED BY THE

.COMMANDER OF THE NAVAL SECURITY COMMAND.

QOMNAVSECCOM RECEIVES DIRECTION FROM THE
SATELLITE OPERATIONS CENTER OF THE

( SLIDE)

NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFF I CE (BOTH OF

aily

.
i

ik

N TURN

WHICH ARE LOCATED IN THE PENTAGON) WHICH

IS TAbKED BY USIB AND ITS

o {;)-.:.(‘\'

SUBCOMNITTEES THE DIRECTOR OF PROGRAM C‘

HAS REPRESENTATION ON THE USIB THE

TR R
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AVAILABLE T0O THE'INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY
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g SIGINT COMMITTEE AND THE SIGINT OVERHEAD

; RECONNAISSANCE SUBCOMMITTEE. R
CAFTER THE INITIAL ANALYSIS AT THE

FIELD SITE, |

SATELLITES

JHERE IT 1S PROCESSED AND WADE .

THE ELINT“TAKE'FROMLTHE |
|S FORWARDED TO NSA AT FORT |

M OF PUBLISHED REPORTSu
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AT PRESENT ALL THE EFFORTS OF THE NRO
EL INT SATELLITE PROGRAMS ARE DIRECTED
AT COLLECTION AGAINST THE SOVIET ABM

EL(~NT SYSTEAMS

THREAT. (USAF HAS SEVERAL ,IN"PROGRAM A"

SYS T HJ

AS WELL AS MANY PHOTO - ;
TASKING HAS'BEEN DIRECTED BY THE
PRESIDENT. @- -
~ THE POPPY SATELLITES ARE GENERAL
. SEARCH, TRANSPONDER TYPE ELINT SATELLITES.
| THE SATELLITE, OR BALL, GONSISTS OF
~ CIRCUITRY THAT ENASLES THE BALL TO
 TRANSMIT IN REAL TIME AN INTERGEPTED
. SIGNAL TO A GROUND STATION FOR RECORDING
AND ANALYSIS. THE SIGNAL FROM THE BALL
PERMITS THE GROUND STATION TO READ OUT
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ON THE GROUND. L
AT PRESENT THE NAVY HAS EIGHT BALLS

IN ORBIT. FOUR BALLS, IDENTIFIED AS

POPPY 7104, WERE LAUNCHED IN MARCH OF

1965 WITH AN ANTICIPATED LIFE OF TWELVE

VONTHS. POPPY 7105, ANOTHER FOUR BALL.
SYSTEM, WAS LAUNCHED IN MAY OF 1967 ALSO
WITH AN EXPECTED LIFE OF 12 MONTHS. EVEN-
THOUGH ALL EIGHT BALLS ARE NO LONGER

CONTRIBUTING FULLY (PRIMARILY SUFFERING

FROM BATTERY EXHAUSTION) THE POPPY SYSTEMS .
ARE FUNCTIONING AND HAVE FAR EXCEEDED =
EXPECTATIONS. 7104 HAS CONTRIBUTED OVER |
25,000 TAPES OF ELIN@ AND 7105 OVER - |

13,000 TAPES.
~ THE NEXT POPPY LAUNCH, POPPY 7106, -

ALSO A FOUR BALL SYSTEM, S SCHEDULED FOR
Cﬁ/\lf ‘ :
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THE SATELLITES ARE NOW BEING ASSEMBLED o

AND TESTED AT NRL AND WILL BE DELIVERED
TO THE WEST COAST FOR LAUNCH. T =
~oANUERY . UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE NRO, .|
THE AIR FORCE AT VANDENBERG LAUNCHES THE

POPPY SATELLITES FOR THE DIRECTOR OF

PROGRAM C. THE AGENA IS THE NORMAL SECOND

STAGE LAUNCH VEHICLE FOR POPPY. (woe Z+)
THE POPPY BALL CONTAINS A SERIES OF

" RECEIVERS THAT GIVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE

o ,.-..-.—-‘

IN THE RF SPECTRUM. |
~ (SLIDE) | o

THE MONITORING GROUND STATIONS TURNS .
ON THE DESIRED RECEIVERS WHEN THE BALL |
COMES OVER THE STATIONS HORIZON AND ALL

SIGNALS IMPINGING ON THE BALL ARE
IMMEDIATELY RETRANSMITTED TO THE GROUND
~ STATION FOR RECORDING ‘AND ANALYSIS.

Tt ot

‘° ‘Eﬁj INJIWWI"‘A \LYSIS OF THE Sl GNALS 1S
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PERFORMED AT THE GROUND STATION, SIGNALS

OF INTEREST ARE FLAGGED FOR FURTHER:

DETAILED ANALYSIS 3Y NSA. | ;
| (SLIDE) |
l

i

I

THE POPPY SATELLITES ARE PLACED IN A
500 MILE HIGH ORBIT, THIS GIVES THE'BALL
A CLRCULAR FlELD OF VIEW WITH A 30600 MILE
»' DIAMETER OR OVER 9 MILLION SQUARE MILES'
OF'COVERAGE.{7‘ AL AT T |
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THE POPPY PROGRAM IS ONE IN WHJCH
NAVY SPACE EFFORTS HAVE BEEN HIGHLY
SUCCESSFUL, AND THIS SUCCESS HAS BEEN
RECOGNIZED BY NRO AND NSA. THE LARGEST
VALUE TO THE NAVY TO DATE COWES FROW
THE EXPERTISE IN SATELLITE DESIGN,
CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION #wE HAVE BEEN
. ABLE TO BUILD_UP AND MAINTAIN AT NO DIRECT
 DOLLAR COST TO THE NAVY. THIS WEALTH
| OF EXPERIENGE WE NOW® FIND VALUABLE IN
RESPOND ING TO THE DIRECTIVE RECENTLY
GIVEN US BY ADM MODRER TO "GET SOME
. EXPERIENCE IN SPAGE" AND "GET THE NAVY
\ INTO SPACE #HERE WE HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES".
JCEAN SURVEILLANCE 1S AN AREA #HERE NAVY.
HAS A RESPONSIBILITY AND WHERE THE
SATELLITE CAN ASSIST MATERIALLY. THE

- PRESENT POPPY BIRDS ARE ALSO CAPABLE OF

i )
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TASKED OUR POPPY BIRDS, ON A NOT-TO-
INTERFERE BASIS, TO COLLECT AGAINST

SOVIET MEN-OR-WAR AT SEA. WE HAVE BEEN

ABLE TO COMFIRM A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF

THESE ELINT SIGHTINGS TO PROVE THE |
FEASIBILITY OF THE ELINT SATELLITES ROLE

N OCEAN SURVEILLANGE. AS THE REGUIREMENT
TO GOLLECT AGAINST THE ABW THREAT
DIMINISHES, HOPEFULLY MORE TIME wWILL BE
AVAILABLE TO INCREASE TASKING NRO SATELLITES

~ FO® OGEAN SURVEILLANCE. EVENTUALLY,

NAVY BUILT, GONTROLLED AND TASKED
SATELLITES SHOULD BE ABLE TO GIVE GREAT
SUPPORT TO THE OCEAN SURVEILLANCE NET:ORK
AND PROVIDE TACTICAL INFORMATION ON A REAL
TIME BASIS TO THE COMMANDER AT SEA.
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' THE REQUIREMENT FOR COMPLETE OCEAN
SURVE ILLANCE, AND THE ROLE OF SATELLITES
N OCEAN SURVEILLANCE HAVE BEEN
RECOGNIZED BY THE NRO. WE MUST ESTASLISH
2 TH THE NRO THE NAVY'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR
OCEAN SURVE ILLANCE AND THEN DEVONSTRATE
THAT NAVY SATELLITES ARE CAPABLE OF
PERFORMING THE REQUIRED RECONNAISSANCE.

CIF THE NAVY DOESlNOT,ESTABLISH THESE POINTS
4E #ILL EVENTUALLY BE PREEMPTED IN THIS
AREA WHICH 1S UNDISPUTEDLY NAVY TERRITORY.

 THERE ¥ILL BE OCEAN SURVEILLANCE AT THE

| NATIONAL LEVEL BY NRO, WE MUST INSURE THAT
T WILL BE A NAVY EFFORT EVENTHOUGH NRO

CONTROLLED. WE ARE. 1AKI“G STEPS TO AHIEVE

('.;,sa S¢S e e 2

THIS NOW. AS THE NRO PRUGRAMS ARE

WATIONALLY FUNDED THIS ASPECT OF.OCEAN
SURVE [LLANCE SHOULD BE ATTAINABLE M1 THOUT

AN NAVY FUNDS. E AR 2

”y
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| OUR PRESENT AIM WITH PROPRAM c 1S TO

CONT INUE THE SUGCESSFUL OPERATIONS OF THE
POPPY SATELLITES, TO IMPROVE OUR FUTURE
SATELLITES, TO RETAIN AND IMPROVE OUR
. SATELLITE DESIGN, CONSTRUGTION AND
OPERATION CAPABILITIES, TO CONTINUE
ﬁ IDENTIFYING NAVY ROLES IN SPACE AND TO
 ENHANGE THE NAVY'S FOSITION IN THE
| NATlONAL RECONNAISSANGE SATELLITE PROGRAW
| THROUGH .SUPPORT AND PARTICIPATION IN THE
. NRO AND THE APPROPR!ATF USIB (OVMITTFE
 ASTWITH ANY PROGRAM WE HAVE PROBLEMS,
HOWEVER NONE OF THESE ARE INbU%hOU\I \BLE.

THE APPROPRIATE TIME, %&’ SUPPORT AND.
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I o RE! )U IRED W-E 1 LL. BRENGTTTEESES '*'F@——%‘OUR
wk{)b " T/J((' _(gs {/(‘('L"__.,’/(L AT G

e e e r————— e — —

Approved for Release: 2024/06/10 C05027148




3,

C050271485F0HE

B Qo
- jfUl oL UNnNC

Approved for Release: 2024/06/10 C05027148-
R e "

{ - EARP

‘ADM MOORER IS HIGHLY

POPPY,
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TO THE DEGRE
“ONTHLY BRIEFING
1UARTFPLY BRIEFING ON
wQESb AND- A*¥+SWT TO NRL. TO =SEE—THE.
'NE POPP¥~SATELL{TES CUR-+NG— GONSTRUEF I ON .
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