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INTELLIGENCE HIGHLIGHTS OF 1972

1972 proved to be the most prodﬁctiVe year in the history
of the POPPY program. After an exfensive engineering evaluation
in late December of 1971 ahd early January of 1972, the syétem
began performing an extensive operational mission._ All of the
grouﬁd collection stations were updated including the installation

of the Priority Data Extractor (PDE) which greatly enhanced the

processing operation. The addition of the SEL-86 at[::::::::::]
[:::::::::::::::] marked a major milestone in the proceséing

arena. The increased processing capability has reduced the

reportihg time of priority one[:::::::::::::::::::::::::]
~ In 1972{:::::::]located over 1 ivborne emitters,
nearly four timeé its 1971 total.T;;::;iﬁziitall total of
locations for 1972‘ﬁ;ceeds 13,000, an increase of over 400% from
the previous yeaf. The total number of shipborne emitters
located by all sites was 16,551, an 888% increase over the
1971 total. Total production for all radars was up 450% to 22,149.
The accohpanying table illﬁstrates the 1972 totals.

The field sites were tasked with a variety of missions during
the course of the year. A number of SLM tasks were levied on
the sites using the 7105 and 7106 payloads for tip-offs. Also
on the list were coverage of several Soviet exercises and’ |

Soviet reaction to SAC Air Reconnaissance flights.

The major developments during 1572 where the Soviet and Peoples

Repulic of China's reactions to the mining of North Vietnamese ports in

May, the Soviets reaction to the Allied forces STRONG EXPRESS EXERCISE

HANDLE ViA-

i l
of{f the coast ay in September, and se&gFMQhNgutﬁkFlYH’L rQMJE
NTROL SYSTEMS JOINTLY

to the Mediterranean Sea and to Cuba during November and Decenber.
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W NTELLIGENCE HIGHLIGHTS
— : 1972 proved to be the most productive year in the history

of the POPPY program. After an extensive engineering evalua-
tion in late December of 1971 and early January of 1972, the ,
system began performing an extensive operational mission. All
of the ground'collection stations were updated including-the‘ 
installation of the Priority Data Extractor (PDE) which greatl?
enhanced the processing operation. The addition of the SEL-86
at[:::::::::::::]marked'a major milestone in the
processing arena. ' The increased processing capability has

reduced the reporting time of priority one[::::::]to about 1 hour.

.In 1972,[:::::] located over 10,000 shipborné,emitters;
nearly four times its 1971 total. [::::::::::} overall total of
locations for 1972 exceeds 13,000, an increase of over 400%
from the previous year. The total number of shipborne emitters
located by all sites was 16,551, an 888% increase over the 1971
total. Total production for all radars was up 450% to 22,149.
The accompanying table illustrates the 1972 totals.

The field sites were tasked with a variety of missions
during the course of the vear. A number of SLM tasks were
levied on the sites using the 7105 and 7106 payloads for tip-offs.
Also on the list were coverage of several Soviet exercises and

Soviet reaction to SAC Air Reconnaissance flights.

The major developments during 1972 were the Soviet and
Peoples Republic of China's reactions to the mining of North
Vietnamese ports in May, the Soviets' reaction to the Allied
forces STRONG EXPRESS EXERCISE off the coast of Norway in
September, and several North Fleet transits to the Mediterranean

Sea and to Cuba during November and December.
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‘ January

February
March
April
May

June
July
August
September
October
November
December
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January
TFebruary
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
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1972 SHIPBORNE" LOCATIONS -

Total
280 - 5 52 337
493 - 23 69 585
452 - 220 153 825
432 R - 189 166 787
935 - 510 328 1773
553 - 406 258 1217
686 - 63 134 883
1034 - 76 209 1319
1385 154 95 - 279 1913
1012 194 162 216 1584
1176 641 . , 157 152 2126
1677 920 - 296 309 3202
-10115 1909 2202 2325 16551
1972 TOTAL LOCATIONS
Total
338 - 27 82 447
563 - 77 98 738
594 - 233 164 ‘991
1165 - 257 491 1913
1115 -~ 600 415 2130
711 - 483 329 1523
896 - 205 204 1305
1193 - - 315 . 376 1884
1726 175 128 497 2526
1363 221 243 269 2096
1632 646 257 257 2792
2162 934 353 355 3804
13458 1976 3178 3537 22149
B . .

Approved for Release: 2024/06/14 C05026396

I S T



