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ELINT SATELLITE POLICY STATEI1.iU£:'NT 

l., There a:re two basic approaches to tactical application. of SIGJNT 

satellites: 

a., The first approach (spedal~pu:rpose}' is to p1"ovide satellite " 

to-ground or eatellite-to .. ship communicati01rn direct to the use:r,, 'I'his 

approach provide"! quick response frcm time o! observat:i.on to availability 

of output to the ground on shipborne user facility., The satellite con.ta.ins 

data. compression. capabilities to simplify the ground facility requiremen.b:.>,, 

b., The second approach (general-pu1·pose) is to use existing 

satellitewto-g1•ound facilities (,e., g., SCF network}i; existing data proceo"" 

si.ng fadlitiei, (e., g., 
~---------~ 

existing communications 

{e.g., 1 Criticoin circuits), and existing satelliteR {URSALA, 

and POPPY),, Reporting times o~ ~re a.vailable n(»Vl (TRIPOS/ 
~-----~ 

SOUSEA}, bnproving to with URSALtt 
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sta.tion. 

h. The general-purpose pla.n is available fr}r exploitatio:n. 

l'lOWo 'I'he BEn.-vice user need only have secu:it'o eom.n1.unications typical 

of any field a:rmy, numbered air force, or :nurnbered fleet., 

c., Since no capital investment is required by the using ser,d.c€:i, 

this plan facilitates the experimental use of satellite-derived data in 

'3-dditi.on to other collection capabilities so that the services (Army" Navy:, 

and Ah: Force) can determine what reallocation of organic resourcei:i 

may become possible.. For example, the Navy may find that Elil1t over 

wide ocean areas once o:r twice a day Vlli.11 satisfy search requireme:nts 

now being met by PY aircraft; the PV aircraft, freed fron1 search, would 

then be availa,ble fo:t~ specific identification of clos~-in tactical targets 

of approximately known location. Further, if :more frequent au::ceas is 

needed, additional satellites can be added at very low cost; such addi •· 

tions will enhance the reliability and adaptability of the over ••all systeir:n. 

an.d wHl operate to thrJ adva.ntage of all userse 

PROPOSITIONS: On the bash of the above discusmio:n.11 the following 
->M-M--~"l\llljl'a A •-.. 

ataternent of policy ta :recommtmded: 
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met through tasking of NR" satellites 

inte:rest to the receiving facility designated by 

service (e~ g., Fleet Ocean Surveillance 

requested by the Navy)., 

2., The NRP SIGINT satellite programs will be augn1ented as iru::ce,::;G,fa 

to provide the appropriate frequency of access to geogx~a.phk ax·eas 
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