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ELINT SATELLITE POLICY STATEMENT
1. There are two bacic approaches to tactical application of SIGINT
satellites:

a, The first approach (special-purpose} is to provide satellite
to~ground or satellite-to-~ship communications direct to the user. Th
approach orovides quick response frem time of observation to availability

of cutput to the ground on shipborne user facility, The satellite coniaine

data compression capabilities to simplify the ground facility requirements,

b, Tre second approach {general-purpcose)} iz to use existing

gatellite~to~-ground facilities (e.g., SCF network}, existing data proces-

ging facilities (e.g., existing communications

{£.gs, Criticom circuits), and existing satellites {(URBALA,

and POPPY}. Peporting times of are available now {(TRIFPOS/
g SOUSEAY, tmproviang to with URBALA

e imat,
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s There ave fairly strong arguments favoring the geneval-purpose

a, The gpecial-purpose approach implies development of a

»

farnily ov families of low-altitude satellites more complicated than cure

P

rentiy planncd, and the procurement of grownd

tevminal eguipment and 2t
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least some machine processing equipment §

station,
\

s The general-purpose plan is availabl

now, The service user need only have secure communications typical

of any field army, numbered air force, or numbered fleet,

., Since no capital investment is recgui:mé; by the using servi
this plan facilitates the experimental use of satellite-derived data in
addition to other collection capabilities so that the services {Army, Navy,
and Alyr Force) can determine what reallocation of organic resources
may become possible. For example, the Navy xﬁa*gr find that Elint over
wide ocean areas once or twice a day will satiﬁf*y*‘ search requirements
now being met by PV aircraft; the PV aircraft, freed from search, would
then be available for spemﬁc identification of close-in tactical targets

~ 4

of approximately known location, Further, if more freguent access is

needed, additional satellites can be added atl very low cost; such addi-
tions will enhance the reliability and adaptability of the over-all zvyste

and will operate to the: advantage of all users,

PROPOSITIONS: On the basis of the above discussion, the followingy

“!&

statement of policy is recommended:
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1o The noeds of the militaxy services for

be met through tasking of NRYT satellites

requested by the Navy).

2., The NRP SIGINT satellite programs will be augmented as ne

to provide the appropriate frequency of access to geographic areas of

- interest,
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