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BISON FOR KULPA/FOLEY/ROMAN 
CONCH FOR BETTERTON 
COGNAC FOR YOWELL 
SUBJ: FUTURE LOW ORBITER COLLECTION SYSTEMS 
L ES T!O l,JE ARE AWARE THAT PROGRt~MS A Ar~D C ARE EACH 
STUDYING SEPARATE CONCEPTS FOR A SINGLE, INTEGRATED LOW 
ALTITUDE SIGlNT COLLECTION SYSTEM FOR THE SHUTTLE EARA. 
TO BE A MEANfNGFUL REPLACEMENT FOR EXISTING SYSTEMS, SUCH 
A CONCEPT MUST RETAIN THE UNIQUE MAINBEAM TECHNICAL 
INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITIES OF A LOW ALTITUDE PLATFORM AND 
THE SEARCH PERFORMANCE AND WORLD UIDE ACCESSABILITY OF 
THE VARIOUS CURRENT LOW ALTITUDE SYSTEMS. THE NEW SINGLE 
SYSTEn SHOULD ALSO HAVE THE CAPABILITY TO FULFILL A ROLE 

. AS THE PRIMARY OPERATIONAL ELINT COLLECTOR,. FINALLAY THE 
tOMPONENTS OF THE SYSTEM MUST BE ADEQUATELY INSTRUMENTED 

,,JO SUPPORT OUR NET TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT, OPERATIONAL 
. SUPPORT AND SPECIFIC EMITTER IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS. 

2. CU) BOTH PROGRAM PROPOSALS HAVE ADDRESSED THE BASELINE 
REQUIREMENTS TO VARYING DEGREES IN BRIEFINGS WE HAVE 
RECEIVED TO DATE. WE URGE THAT BOTH DESIGN EFFORTS CON
TINUE, EXPLORING ALL APROACHES TO THE BASIC O~JECTIVES~ 
THE RESULTING DECISIONS WILL IMPACT MAY EXISTING PROCESS
ING·SYBTEMS AND WILL DRIVE DEVELOPMENT OF SEVERAL FOLLOW-
ON SYSTEMS. WE PWST ASSURE THAT THE RESPECTIVE PROGRAMS 
PROVIDE FOR FREQUENT ITERATION BETWEEN COLLECTION AND 
PROCESSING SYSTEl'1 DESIGNn 
3w C"UJ WE SHALL CONTINUE TO PROVI!.1£ TECHNICAL INPUT AND 
DIRECTION TO THE STUDY EFFORTS AB APPROPRIATE~ INCLUDING 
ASSISTING IN THE SPECIFICATION OF BASELINE REQUIREMENTS, 
AND LOOK FORWARD TO PARTICIPATING IN EVALUATION OF THE 
FINISH!~D PROPOSAU3 FOR INPUT TO THE 81 BUDGET CYCLE M SECRET. 
REVW 07 AUG 09 

. -~ ! e:. ,~ i:: r 
-,;;BT HANO LE VIA: 

it0S21 BYEMAN-T.ALENT-KEYHOLE 
C:ONT.ROL: SYSTEM$ ij0INTLY, 

Approved for Release: 2024/08/06 C05098416 


