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Designation of Mission 7247 28 June 93

SUMMARY

Problem:

Action Required:

Background:

TK designator needed to ensure denied area data collected by TAOS (Technology for Autonomous
Operational Survivability) program will receive proper security handling.

Mr. Hill: Approve transmission of memorandum to SORS.

TAOS will be operated as an 18 month experimental smallsat by the Air Force Phillips Lab for the

DOD. Itis a DOD survivability testbed. The vehicle is expected to be launched in Sep 93 as a secondary payload on the
first TAURUS ELV . Command Uplink and Mission Data Downlink will be via the AFSCN. The associated BYEMAN
information with the TAOS program will be handled under the BYEMAN| | The payload has the
capability to collect ﬁdam over denied areas.

Discussion: Attached memorandum is to inform SORS of the assignment of the TK Mission number 7247 to the
TAOS program. NSA and CIA analysts are interested in obtaining denied area data from TAOS. Planning is underway to
identify and coordinate collection opportunities. Coordination with analysts at the TK level is needed to prepare for data
exploitaion. Since TAOS is not built or operated by the NRO, normal vehicle reporting and status will not be

maintained.

Recommendation: Approve transmission of SORS memorandum.
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Summary

Action Required: Mr. Hill: Approve transmission of memorandum to SORS.

Problem: TK designator needed to ensure denied area data collected by TAOS (Technology for Autonomous
Operational Survivability) program will receive proper security handling.

Background: TAOS will be operated as an 18 month experimental smallsat by the Air Force Phillips Lab for the

DOD. Itis a DOD survivability testbed. The vehicle is expected to be launched in Sep 93 as a secondary

payload on the first TAURUS ELV . Command Uplink and Mission Data Downlink will be via the AFSCN. The

associated BYEMAN information with the TAOS program will be handled under the BYEMAN
he payload has the capability to collect] data over denied areas.

Discussion: Attached memorandum is to inform SORS of the assignment of the TK Mission number 7247 to
the TAOS program. NSA and CIA analysts are interested in obtaining denied area data from TAOS. Planning is
underway to identify and coordinate collection opportunities. Coordination with analysts at the TK level is
needed to prepare for data exploitaron. Since TAOS is not built or operated by the NRO, normal vehicle
reporting and statusing will not be maintained.

Recommendation: Approve transmission of SORS memorandum.
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=5+ NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

DIRECTOR SbM-028-93
SIGINT DIRECTORATE July 8, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR SI_GINT OVERHEAD RECONNAISSANCE SUBCOMMITTEE
SUBJECT: Designation of Mission 7247 - INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

This memorandum 1s to inform SORS of the assignment of the
TK Mission number of 7247 to the Technology for Autonomous
Operational Survivability (TAOS) program. The associated BYEMAN
information with the TAOS program will be handled under the
BYEMAN]|

TAOS will be operated as an 1l8-month experimental smallsat 25X1

by the Air Force Phillips Lab for the DOD. It is a DOD
survivability technology testbed and will be the payload on the
first Space Test Program "STEP" bus. TAOS will be launched on
the first TAURUS ELV (expendable launch wvehicle) into a 300 nm
circular orbit, with an inclination of 105 degrees. Command
Uplink and Mission Data Downlink will be via the AFSCN. All data
will be encrypted.

TAOS contains several subsystems which facilitate on-board
survivability.

a. Microcosm Autonomous Navigation System (MANS)
permits normal satellite operation during Mission Ground Stations
(MGS) outages.
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