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.July 11, 1967 

::iUBJECT: Tl1crma1-Va(·uum Chambc1· for SIGI\T Satellite::'' 

PHOBLLM 

1.0 provide· Lest faciliU.cs 
/·est ing of a::,;,.;;emblcd payloads for 
:!89. 

KG HOU\ D 

,, 1•hc1·mal-vacuum 
Pi·cgTarns 770, 

(,;cc Part T of General Alartin 1 s mcssa at 

ur secs~; r os 

In discussin~r General \1artin 1 s message (CHf\HGl;; 
·;-·95,1) wit hi • I s~vc1·al addi t.ional,.que::;tions 
cu·u:.;;e whic:l1 Colonel Haig discussed with Colonel 
l3radlJ111·r1• on ,July G., From thi.s disc1..E,:'3ion i.t appears 
t lJ a t i. t is po s :c:; i b 1 c to per f :) rm t b c t her ma l - var: UJJ.m 
tc,;ts on tl1e 770 1 ~-~and 989 payloads now on contra.ct 
without b1.1yi11g; a new chamber., However-" this aJterna-
tjvc, will 1·c~;ult in ~~ornc: schedule conflicts and non­
rc-covcrah l c costs. 

The alternatives arc dcscrilwcl in Part 11 B of 
(JL'liCi'a1 Martin 1 s mcs:::;agc. The one time non-r-ecoverab1.e 
co8t if tl1u new chamber is not purchased will be about 
$350,000 to move the 770 test equipment to building 
lC)-ol. Up to :,:;ix we:eks slip in tho 770 Program could. 
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result (four weeks is rno1'e likely). Con.fl icts in the 
usE:: of chambers wou1d resu1t but probably would not 
require schedule adjustments greater than two weeks 
in any progrJm provided all tests are completed in 
scheduled times. However this. is doubtful; should a 
test have to be repeated serious schedule c,.,., f1 ic ts 
could result. 

BYEMAN 

While the minimum environmental tests could be 
provided to the S re; INT programs from existing resources., 
to do so would task the limited L\iSC test faci 1 ities 
beyond the point of efficicrnt operation, Also the 
cost of movtng the 770 test equipment would be non­
recovorabl e while the chamber would represent an asset 
of enduring value. 

HE COi\IMEN DAT I ON 

That you approve lhe SP plan to purchase the 
new chamber. 

Attachments 
CHARGE 7954 (TA13 A) 

,] 
DAVID L. CARTER 
Colonel; u:SAF 

FY 68 Financial Plan Proj, 770 (TAB D) 
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