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" MAY 28 1958
'SUBJECT: RAND Recommendatico cn ¥S 11TL Frogrem ', .
| R e
T0: . Commander : .
" Air Research axi snt Command
ATIN: RDOB » .
Baltimore 3, Mavyland - - .

-~ le USAF letter, Subject: RAND Recommendation on WS 117L
" Program of L May 1956 with Air Resedrch and Development Command
1ot Indorsement of 11 Msy 1956 has been forwarded to this Activity
requosting Western Develoqment Division findings relative to the
recent RAND proposal for establishing an early WS 117L capability.

"~ 2¢ Sufficient time has not been svailable for a critical
" analysis of the proposal. A statexcnt Nas been included in the
1S 117L Development Flan dated 2 May 1956 that the RAND approach
would be explored more fully and incorporated in the program if
it appeared worth while, _ - : A '

3. Several coaments oan be made, however, which fora the basis
- for & somswhat cautious attitude on the part of this Cammand.

; &, A WS 117L capability meeting the time scales envisicned
in the RAKD report cannot be met without accepting a greater intere

ference with the WS 107A Progrem than would result from the Program

submitted in the 2 May 1956 Flan, regardless of the means used to
- return the information to the ground, - ! : , .
" by The time Tequired to develop the data recovery system -
depends partly on the time availabls for ground development prior

to first flight, and partly on the difficulty of the problem. Late '.

- booster avallability would tend to favor more sophisticated data
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VID (HQ ARDC) Wix' Subjects RAND Reocemendationa'WS 1171 Progran

-o. ~ Pending further anelysis, the Western Mlopnt mnuoh '

doeu_mtagruthtthomtum,bywun in fact, be casier
todmlopthnohotmicum.'kpumtout:ﬂthu;wuvot.

nissile-borne equipment has frequently been discouraging,

d. The RAND to & certain extent represents dead-end
development uhich vill be of linited usefulness, ~ .

Ao ihen Heedquarters USAF has taken action on the WS 117L Develope . .

nent. Plan and indicated in perticular the required availability date
and the r:htin rriority between tbil’m and, the W3 1074 program,
thontmcmunfnhmmmmmmwmﬂu‘tm
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