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MEORAKDWS FOR: The Secretery of the ALr Forcs
SUBJECTs { Reconncisaance Satemt_eg sad Manned Space
' ation i ' :

1. Reference is made to the Adr Force proposal for accelerating
&;J..itnry reconnsicsence . satellites)end outer epace vehicle pPojects
cussed in your memorandun. g 12 bovexber 1957, anl your endn
of 1 February 1950 recuesting thet contimuation of the Alxr ror riditery
- Peconnaissence projcﬂbe _;;Iar‘...ﬁed. .

2¢( I have reviewed Jour proposcl in ocnsultsiion with the Dircctes
of Guided !Tesiles, tho Special Aseirtent to the Pregident fer Sciencc ang
dechnology, end the Lirector of Central {ntellipence.] In our reviey e
have been guided by the followin: penersl policy conciderstions : :

@¢ The Lepertrent of Lecfensa ruct bo alert to evoic within
and between the Scrvices ery wwecessary duplication of rilitery
and scientitic epaco Frojucis even though sarma derree cf risl: ia
thereby invglved, in order thot funds and other rescurces moy be

- availsble /I.‘or the large variety of abscluiely eeseniial Prorress.

be The scientifia end encineering cepabilities of each of the
Militery Lepertments must be used with mesdiwun effectivenecss
and efficiency. I% single ldlitery Lepartment should be ovVer=
loaded with too many high priority, crash porrang, [

s In addition to itg risgile Frograms, the Air Force 4s
responsible for the 117. advanoed reconnzisance systeﬁand has
& recugnized long temm ¢ orment Teeponeilility formanneq
spaos {licht capability with the rrizary otjective of acconplichin~
. satallite flight as soon as technalogy permits, it i imporiart
to achieve en ‘edecuate concentration of effort end eénergy within

the Air Force on these prograns with a minimm diversion of mttention
and of resources to lower priority projecte.

_ &8 of more epecific technical Judsments, I have arrived at the followiny
conclusions on the points raised in the two above-referenced memorunda,
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& The Atlas 1M7L project should be aocelerated and carried
forward under the highest nationa) priority in order to atiein en
- dndtial operationsl capsbility at the earliest pocsible date, :

ment gearch,| arpeers infeasible from a prectical end useeble
rilitery point view, Accordingly, tbe development of the interir
- - oysten should not be pursucd,

Oe In order to attein eerly flights of the Lockheed vehicle o
be employed &3 the second stege inthe 1171 eyetenm, it nay be
desirsdble for the Aip Force to plen fer test firings of thig vehiclo
utiliziny a Ther booeter, since an adecuate number of these less
expensive boosters cen be msde avecileble for this purpogce sooncy
then the Atles booster will be availsble. ‘

— st
™ " for experirentel {lights with leboretery enimals, The developent
. of such- harduare is authorized, including provicion for the recovery
of ths animale, in furtherance of the otjective of manncd satollite

flight.
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Director
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