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% | | 16 August 1961
General Curtin

SUBJECT: Difficulties in Project 38
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&. Orbital altitude ‘without Secondary objeetive Payload
500 miles; orbital altitude with Secondary objective payload
400 W ‘

b. Secondary objective payload envisiocned ag one of a
number of three to twelve pound sensors for Bonitoring
radiation intouity.

€. It is clear that the Secondary objective payloads
will not be ready in time to meet the flight schedules foy

d. Tracking will pe accomplished utilizing soliq faced

60 foot dishes available at New Boston and Vl.nd.nborg. -Tracking
mode will be angle only,

The Payload will have & memory cupubiiity for

e, Primary _
four orbits (both pictuge and command),

h. Resolution - 1.13 miles at 400 miles altitude,
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i, Period: 105 minutes. Iaunch time 8:30 p.m, mandatory
to achieve desired coverage. :

J. Tape Recorder: 160 KC band wigeh

k. Readout Plan: A 48 KC 1ine from .
will be remted on a 13-hour per day huh\
per year. Playback of this line wil; be at

- 1., Ground Station ‘Support: First shot expected to

RCA manned (three men). These will be replaced by Blue S¢/7s
for second and subsequent shots. Lockheed only will

be utilimed for ophemeris and vehicle control - not for '

R:yloul readout. Command function is basically sea

set"” command. RCaA will compute payload stability
parameters and provide these to STC for insertion in the
t

pr .
data handling, etc., are not Separated from other opout:lo:’u,

and Project 35 Will pay prorats . Bpon equipment
utilisation, This is estimated POr year. Aero-
Space will provide technical OR only and will not

act as SETD contractor. It 1g expected that Ae 100 may
roquire an increage of ten spaces for this task, Only five

21 carMissile D-9 1s used for tne first flight, fhe
orbital capabilities cited above may e somewhst red




In a subsequent briefing to t was agreed
to finance this effort on an inc 'Aipprox:lutqu
quarterly. It was also pointed out that approximately 1/3
of the requirement fell in FY 63 and 2/3 in PY 63. The
direct p t of boosters requires anticipation of
approximately \tooling costs as a prorata share of
new tooling to ed in support of the Blue Scout
progran. To meet the schedule requirements of Project 35

utilize exist NASA tooling and
port of NASA, 2 ded
¢ ; provide any of 00 costs which

in total by procurement for the Air Force

ToWIN J. ISTVAN

LtColonel, USAP :
Assistant for Eleotronios
0ffice, Missile and Satellite

Systems
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON ’

mwmum.curm

August 7, 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR DEFENSK RESEARCH & ENCINEERING
SUBJECT: Meteorological Information Satellite A8y

In accordance with your oral approval, I have given
" ' instructions to our appropriate offices to proceed to
enter into contractual commitments with the appropriate
contractors for this program. I shall Keep you informed
on a regular basis as to progress.
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OPFICR OF THE SECRRTARY
4 August 196]
MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE RESEARCH |
E AND ENGINEERING

SUBJECT: Meteorological Information Satellite

Reference is made to my memorandum of 11 July 1961, and to
your memorandum of 15 July, concerning the meteorological infor-
mation satellite, »

. The meteorological satellite pmjrm to support satellite recon-
naissance, as briefed to Yyou on 3 August, can be accomplished within
thetlml_chnduhl mll.tulymmormmforapropm

ing strict need-to-know se be accorded no
public release. The arbitrary nas ,huboenmip.d.
‘Thepropmmahsmuimmuu e ware, and is
wbehmhodndopermdbym!bmmrmlwithmmmm '
contractor support, Thcpmpamw!nbeoonmmduthammm
of documentation and I will personally closely monitor the progress,

, Hardwmprocurememvuhmthhprogrmwmb.looonplm.d.
through fixed price contract-forth-lpmcnft. boosters, and motors
(exoopt&dudithlhp). '!'heA!.r!'oroovmeomactincnytor
memmam-.‘mmmmmmm‘wum




