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SUBJECT: Use of SM=85A Missiles in the %S 117L.J1ight’
70 Lockheed Adrcraft Corparation . .

Missile Systems Divisicn
Attos Mr. J. H. Caxter -
P.0. Bax 504

Sunnyvale, California

1, Referencs is made to the paragraph at the bottmm of page
7 4n Pied Piper Progress Report for August, MSD 1958, 1
Septenber 1956, in uhich it is stated that a study is xade
of the porformance of SM-65A to determine its capabild: as a
booster for an orbiting Pioneer Vehicle, "on the assumptica that
‘the SM-65A may be available in quantities sufficient to provide a
wealth of valuable test data early in the W3S 117L progran even if
only & moager payload can be placed on crbite, o

2. mmmmmnmcfﬁmm“m
that the .above assunption is correct and, in fact, thare is resson
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. %0 believe that the number of SM-65A's avallable to the WS 117L
. Program will be small, tho Missile Systems Division is requested
t0 linit the quantity of SN-65A's to be used in the flight test
program to a very small mmber. .

3. In the event a fev SM-65A missiles are made available to
the WS 117L Program, they vill be considercd as "boms® test vee
hicles to be incorporated in the established flight test program,
In all probability, their use should be limited to non-orbiting
flights and, certainly, because of ths lack of assurance of pet-

*  ting them, the Pioneer Vehicle's design must not be biased in crder
that orbiting flights can be made by using the SM-65A as a booster.
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