- el S

v

<.

ADVANCED RBCONNMSSAMB SYSTEM

Shoit Title . ARS: WS-117L . / é '

- Official Nickname "New Horizon"

-t

The primary objective of the WS-117L program is to provide.continuous
surveillance (visual, electronic and infrared) coverage of the USSR and
USSR-dominated countries, In keeping with thig objective, the types of
intelligence required in order of priority are;: - : 3

Strategic warning

Enemy military forces in being _ L

Enemy military "stockpiles of thermonuclear-atomic weapons
Enemy logistic capabilities : 4 ;
Enemy industrial war capabilities.

i)roceulng and analyses for operational and scientific uges. The com-
Plete system incorporates the launching, tracking, data gatherln;, data

Processing, interpretation and dissemination functions of the ground

Operational vehicles will be launched from within United States terri-
tory. The 'ICBM Atlas will supply the primary propulsion for ascent
to an altitude of approximately 300 statute miles, where a substantially

‘circular orbit will be e tablished by means of the satellite vehicle rock-
. et engine,

Key R&D actions leading to initiation of the Program were;

March 1955 - GOR 80 (SA-2C) issued :

October 1955 System Requirement established

March 1956 . * Evaluation of Design Study complete
April 1956 Developmeéent Plan prepared S

" August 1956 - Hq. USAF approval of Development Plan;
. . . - ' Development Directive issued . L

October 1956 Letter Contract AF 04(647)-97 issued to

. Lockheed Aircraft Corp., Missile"

- E Systems Division, as Weapon System

a Contractor. o .
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Cv 1959 CY 1960 CYi196!

CY 1958

RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS

SUBSYSTEM DEVELOPMENT

SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT

IST FLT. WITH ORBITAL OBJECTIVE

IST ACQUISITION OF RECONN. DA'
PHASE-IN OF OPERATIONAL APU

LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
MISHLE STSTEMS DAISION
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ORBIT COMPUTATION
"AND INFORMATION
. RELAY TO SROUND
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