OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

 MEMORANDUM FOR REGORD
SUBJECT: MOL Briefing for Dr. 'rovmes' Spacei‘aﬁk

I gave an abbreviated MOL/DORIAN briefing
Space Task Group (established by the Presi ent-Elec
December 23 at the National Academy of Sciences buigding.
Members of the Space Task Group who were present are listed

in Atch 1.

The MOL presentation was part of a brief DoD Space Program
overview requested by Dr, Townes, Representing the DoD were ,
Mr, Barfield and Captain Lobdell (DDRS&E -- the latter is not _
cleared and was not present during the MOL session), General
Hedrick and Calonel Brill (aFRDS), | (sA¥ss)s and

myself.

We understood that in the morning the Space Task Group
had been briefed by NASA (AAP was one subject) and the CIA ,
(an SI/TK briefing on the Russian Space Program. Dr. Lauderdale
advised me that none of the NRP systems were discussed).

Captain Lobdell first discussed the portion of the DoD
budget allocated to space activities over the jast eight years
($2.1 billion in FY 69) and briefly described each of the
major SAR-classified systems (Comsat, 949, etc.) in operation
and/or develonrent (including 417, which was described as a
"sensitive" srogram. 1 later advised them that its primary
purpose was to serve as a weather “scout" for the NRP).

Mr. Barfield then described the various DoD-NASA '"'economy'’

areas studied by various joint task groups under the guidance

of Dr. Foster and Dr. Newell. Generally, only routine questions
were asked and answered satisfactorily. The Group did inquire

into the booster area and this was discussed briefly. 3

I then briefed on MOL, preceding that discussion with a
few words on t' 2 NRO/NRP and the special security measures
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accorded nat.lonal recormaissance act:iviues. 1 advised them .-
S and much ef the

SIGINT info in t:he
(single covert na :

security mamtes
embarrassment to
and we had compar
characteristics of th
sance aspects of MQL not :te rally
NRP) was in a code-name amparment. I st:aced that there were

numerous systems in - ‘the NRP, -that Dr. Flax would be pleased

to brief them at their convenience, that several hours were
required, etc,

1 then stated that we wished to brief them on MOL which,
while like the NRP systems in having a covert mission, was
also an acknowledged program and budgeted as an open line item.
The charts used are listed in Attachment 2 (all are available
in the MOL Program Office).

;
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There were a number of routine questions (asked mostly by
Dr. Townes, Dr. Branscomb, and Mr. Puckett). The following
are worth noting:

1. Did we have the .
manned or unmanned? I pointed out that when MOL was first
proposed it was not believed practical to operate the camera
in an "automatic'' mode; that when the latter became feasible,
an unmanned system was included for various reasons (see
Chart 7, reproduced as Atch 3); but that the manned system was
being developed and would be flown first for valid reasons
(see Atch 3). I noted that we had not yet demonstrated the
feasibility of automatic pointing and tracking and would not
for another 1 - 2 years.

2. Would the manmed system be cost-competitive
(see Atch 3)7 1 stated it was my opinion that on a recurring
cost basis, despite the inherently longer lifetime of the
unmanned system, the manned system would be more than
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This was answered a 11 T
systems and support, $515 million for‘MBL, an
for all else).

restraxn cxvilian (NASA) efforts in this regardfbecause of out-
concern over upsetting the apparent tacit acceptance by the
Soviets of U.S. satellite reconnaigsance activities. I uoted
that an appropriate group had studied classified satellite
photography and assessed its value for oceanography, geology,
transportation, etc., and also that a procedure had been
established whereby certain mapping/charting results were }
released (without revealing the source). I also indicated that -
there was agreement that there should and would be a gradual ‘
relaxation of the constraints on NASA in this area, but that

the specifics of how and when had not yet been established.
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I repeated to Dr. Townes the offer by Dr. Flax to brief
them, if desired, on the NRP systems, and we also offered to
brief them further on MOL and other DoD space activities.

I cautioned them again about the security surrounding the NRP
and the reconnaissance aspects of MOL, and suggested if they
desired to include any of this in their report to the
President-Elect that they have their Secretariat contact

Dr. Flax, General Berg, or myself, and we would assist them
administratively.

The Space Task Group could not help but get the impression )
that the DoD really is applications minded and views space as - h
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LEMORANDTN POR GIXIRAL STEGARY
UBJIIOD:  Wixon Ste? Tesk Force on Space 3Briefiag

» The Zollowing perscmnel were preseat during your
brieZing ol the Nixon Stail Task Force on Spaces

Tr. Chavries Towunes

Jenes Ver Allen

Charics R. O'Dzll

Xorzaa E. Boxouliz

Louis M, Branscomb, Jr,

Yiziter Oxr Robenis

~ilen Z, Puckets
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Spezcer U, Eoresford .

iz, Geowrge &. Derbyciize was present curdag tie
watroductions, bat left the ooz Hrior to the stawt of

tzo bwiefiny. Ze will be brilefcs 28 Decexber 1268 o
thaat Lo miy cooplicte nis coamitiee fumctiozn., I will

provids iz apsroprizte telephons mumbors for uumy
assistance thcy aay reguire 4t that time,
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

<

Mr. Richard Helms 24 MAY 1958
Director of Central Intelligence
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dick:

I have seen your May 15th letter to Chip concerning the MOL progra
Certainly the scope and significance of this program have made it im-
perative that we keep all aspects of it under constant review.

Both of the items you suggest be studied have been periodically studie
throughout the MOL program. In December of 1967, these subjects.w
given very careful consideration in preparing the MOL Develcpment
Concept Paper and the FY 69 budget.

Within the next several weeks, the Department of Defense must ma
many important budget decisions. We will be making our FY 69
apportionment, taking into account the budget cuts which Congress is
asking the President to incorporate in his FY 69 expenditure plan.
make the appropriate decisions regarding MOL, we are ;evmwmg
detail all of our previous work over the past few years which is pert
to the value of the type of intelligence to be derived as well as those
on alternative ways to achieve the desired objective. Asa coutnbuti
to our examination of this subject, we would appreciate receiving <o
of the review cited in paragraph two of the memorandum attached to -
letter.

After we make these immediate FY 69 budget apportionment decis
will then be in a position to decide on & consistent set of new, longe
studies and will certainly consider your: recommendaucms and you
to provide participants in such studies.

With reference to the last paragraph of your letter, I want to reite
that without reservation we have always planned to have the MOL
tasking and control handled by the current NRP process in full' re
: to the intelligence community, The only additional major factox
¥ feel will need to be considered at all times is the safety of the

cc: Mr. Charles Bohlen
P L Mr. Charles Zwick
Btoded trom actyeatie 7
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