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4 May 1959

LIZNIORANDUM FOR: PBrigadier General Andrew J. Goodpaster

SCZJECT : Approval of Extension of Project CORONA

Herewith is a memorancdum I have sent to the Deputy Secretary
o:‘ Zeiense. You will remember that the several decisions concerning
1z extension of CORONA therein referred to were made in at least two
Siownllments. As a resul:, there was some uncertainty in the Penta-on
=2 .2 wazi kad been decided especially with respect to the security to be
23z20ved laring the second phace of the Project. Asg you are aware,
.12 in turn hzs a bearing on organizational arrangements and respansi- .

SLF
cilities. Mloreover, it seemed more orderly to make a record of these N
i:cizions. This wac the purpose of the ziiached note. I am especially -
cr.ilzes thazt you should see it 50 I may be sure my understanding is .
cavrect. I you {eel this should be czecnded in any way, I hope you will .- ..
. .z 2Cvise me. E
mc:man M BISSELL, JR. o
Deputy Director S
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$ May 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Secretary of Defonse
SUBJECT : Appeoval of Extension of Preject CORONA =

1. You will remember that, following a review of the SENIRY
and CORONA Pregrams last fall and a seriss of confarences in Decomber
sad January, agresment was reached ameang the iatsrested agencies that
it would be desirabie to exteond the COROMA Pregram threough the summer
of 1960. A recommeudation to this effoct, which inctuded an outliane of
the funding prepesed for the extansicn of the program, was addressed by
the Under Secretary of the Alr Fezce to the Depuly Secretary of Defonse

on 11 February and was subseguently approved . This paper
served as the besis for a fuller memerandum which sot forth
the same prepecal agninet the beckground of & CORONMA. Wik

the concurrence of the senisr afficers concerasd, Hhis memerandum was
presested o higher autherity and appreval granted for the preposed exten-
sion ou the terms thereis set forth.

2. The prepesal thus faverably scted upen requested (vithout
recommendation) an immediate decision as to whether an effert should be
made to preserve the securily surreuanding the COROMA Preject and to
maiatain its cover 00 as to deay the trus purpese of the 1960 flighte as
well as these scheduled for 1959, Altheugh aet stated ia writing it was
understeed that the decision on this peiat might have a beariag en adminis-
trative arraagements siance the decision to preserve security and cover
would presumably imply the contizuation of presest erganisationg! arraage-
ments and of the present distribution of respounsidility., Subseguent to the
readering of the basic decision referred to above the gquesstion of
wae further considered and the decision was mads t0 embark on the extended
program with every effert and intent to continus along the same lines as ia
the past but to revisw the status of security aand cover ia approximately
siz meuths’ time. It was contemplated that if security had deterierated,
or if theze had been a change of political peticy, the decision could then
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be maedse te surface the program but that in the mesawhile security
precautisns sheuld be ebserved and planniag sheuld be on the assumption
that the security status of the preogram weuld remain wnchanged through
the 1960 series.

3. Therefozre, it is assumed, in accordance with the above
decisiocus, that:

a. Apprepriats action is proceediag te schedule the four
flights restored te the calendar year 1959 program and the eight
flights preposed for calendar yesar 1960.

b. The Central Intsiligence Agency will initiate precurement
of additional payleads as nseded.

c. Mqvlllhpwﬂodhmvi&&o"w
as submitted aud appreved.

d. Orgaaisational arrangements and the distribution of
respousibilities for the program will in the absence of further

aotice remain wachanged,

It is uadersteed that the security and cover status of the pregram and
related organisational arrangements may be reviewed at a later date.

(spe) dnvnaid i Dissally Jr,
RICHARD M, BISSELL, JR.
Deputy Director

(Plans)

¢c: Director, ARPA
Gean. Goodpaster
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