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‘THE- SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Washington

14 August 1961
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The Air Force has reported that the failur
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the THOR booster on DISCO
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JIRER XAVII was due to
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contractor error. It is wv underftanding that there
! was a wiring error and that the circuit racheck pro-
cedure was inadequate to isolate the error which sub-
sequently led to booster failure.
I take the most ew oI malivncticns which

‘appezr to be due to sugervision and lack

0Z proper contrgols cn the zars oI the respensidble con-
tracsor. oo only have tho Ssrvizes baen zsked to act
pPrompIly TO COUTooI suls cgniitiocns, but thay have
2lso bzen Instructed to give consideration to the con-
" tractor's performance raccrd in future negotiations.

Please inform me of
the DISCOVERER feailure an
to prevent 2z .recurrence.
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Robert S. McNamera
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