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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Natlomal ileconmaissance Office

SUBJECT : Special Proceduves ler Satallite
Reconmalasance itissionas

I After three successive fallares, it s gratifying that
the mest receat CORCNA phbotographie reconnsissance mission was
successiully carried out and high quality photegraphic material was
obtained. The importance of this type of intelligence to our Natiesal
security canoet be over-emphasized and it is essential that there be
8o repetition of the hiatus in this tyne of coverage such as bas existed
for the past three znonths,

ie Prior to thie last successful CORONA ilaumsch, a nurnher
of reaoures wara instituted to irmpreve the quality costrel of all
aspocts of this particular operation. Thess measures {acluded
specisl inspection and systen:s checks designed to detect flaws or
lrm.perfecticas which milght cause a slasion failure. In view of the
overriding lmportasce of this type of intelligence, Secretary Cllpatric
and I have ggresd that the NZO will continne to sx2pley the spacial
medsures and {nspection srocedures on all fertheoming flights in
order to insure that every possibliiity of fallure is minimised. we
desire that acticn be takes accordingly.
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