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13 March 1965

Dear Breck:

'rhhwinuh-whdpm.dmnhmhmi :
the frequency of CORONA missions.

1 have agreed for the past year with the requiremeat of
two successful CORORA buckets sach month and I feel that NRO
should hold this as an objective. However, for reasoas discussed
at USIB last Wednesday, there is s umanimous opinicn of the Boazd,
and certainly my very strong persomal opinion, that there must be
a reasonable gap between complstion of vne mission and the launchiag
of a successive one in ovrder te complets a preliminary readout of
the photography and thus to program targets which evidence special
interest resulting from such readout.

It would be most wasieful to pursue any other course andl
am sure USIB will contimns to suppert the pesition concerning the
"gap" even though it would mean that the buckets of one month would
not be resdout until the first fow days of the following month, as was
the case in March.

1 comtinue to feel that reliability is the most important factor
and therefore hope that the 'two buckets a month" directive to you
from the Secretary of Defense and me will not be interpreted as
meaning a launching should be undsrtaken in advance of thorough and
careful inspection and check out of all systems to insure reliabllity.

I think the performance of the last 10 or 11 CORONAS was
most commendable, and you and the entire NRO organization should
be proud of the successss. The same might be said for the most
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4 and the sne that was successfully launched ysstezday.
Wish 1 urge you to continne the practice of careful
inspectien and check out and 1 perssmaily waderstand any delays such
as thoss witnsssed in the recest CORONA iseions,
whea ia the epiniea Ms staff delay was warrasted
in the iatevest of correcting defociy and thus lasuring success of the
misslon.

Slacerely,

/s/
Jobn A. MeCone

ce: Seecretary Vamoce 7 A

De. Breckway MciMillan
Directer, NRO




