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* MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE
Atta; The Under Secretary of the Air Force

SUBJECT; WS-117L Program

As ganounced yuu‘rd'n_y.‘m.klgs inaugurated a program to
develop & dxmbbr of systéims aid techniques which will be empfoyed in the
opéFition of spite vehicles. This program, known as DISCOVERER, wifl, C
in af¥ordance the wishes of the Administration, include not only thb
THOR launchings previously associated with the W8-117L program, but
will be Continued to intlude similar projests that are not operationally

oriented,

The first such project cozsists of the THOR vekicles and associated
costs previously carried as 2 part of the WS-1]7L program, Hencefot&,
the project will be known as DISCOVERER-THOR project and it will be
nocessary to establisk the identity of this project separate from the WS-117L
program,. It is recognized that suct 2 division will involvs arbitr¥ry dis. .
tinctions in view of the common itexas lzvolved nnd thyr the division of cost
will have to be made on a statiericz’ rotter thap a2 arcouxnting hasis,
Further, it will be necessary that separate development plans 2nd 2ctivity
and progress reports be submitted, An ARPA Order to this cffect is in
process, .

, Consistent witk the separation of these programs, we axe *
re-allocating our FY 1959 monies sc 28 to show approximatel
allocable to DISCOYERER-THOR project azd $107 raillion 3llocable
SENTRY program, Similarly, for FY 1960 we have allocate
DISCOVERER-THOR project and $100 million to the SENTRY progr

In response to your memexaadum of November 17, and iz confirmas.
tion of our several conversations ox the subject,’ the Sec retary of Defense
aud ARPA 2greed to the assignmext by the Alr Forze of the operstional
respoasibllity for the SENTRY prog~am to the ARDC fcr the next several
years and uctil fina! objectives are obtained, It is 2lso agreed that the Wi Ak
tentative basic center to be satablished 2t or rezr Offutt Alr Forch Base ..y
at some future drte, gsnd any relsted centsxs pertinent to the program, will 74
be operated by ARDC, . '
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Des. ¥, 1958

MEMORANDUM POR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE
Attn: The Under Seoretary of the Air Porce

SUBJECT: WS-11l7L Progran o

As amnounced yesterday, ARPA has insugurated a program to
develop & number of systems and techniques which will be
employed in the operation of space vehicles. This progranm,
known as DISCOVERER, will, in sccardance with the wishes of the
Administration, include not only the THOR launchings previously
associated with the WS8-1l1l7L program, but will be continued to
include similar projects that are not cperatiomally oriented.

Lo 1o L < Ac

The first such project consists of the THOR vehicles and
associated costs previcusly carried 8s & part of the WS-1l7L progranm,
Henceforth, the project will be known as DISCOVERER-THOR projest o
and it will be necessary to establish the identity of this
project separate from the WS-117L program. It is recogniszed that
such & division will involve arbitrary distinstions in. view of th¢.  “:
common items involved and that the division of cost will have to .
be made on a statistical rather than an ascounting basis. PFurther,
it will be necessary that separate development plans and sotivity
and progress reports be submitted. An ARPA Order to this effest

is in process. . T Tenl
Consistent with the separation of these programs, we are -
tentatively re FY 1950 monies so as to show R
approximately allocable to DISCOVERER-THOR project. .- °
and $107 mill e

e progran, Similarly,- fo@ " .
FY 1960 we have allocated to DISCOVERER-THOR project *
and $100 million to the 8 program,

In response to your memorandum of November 17, and in
confirmation of our several conversations on the subject, the
Secretary of Defense and ARPA agreed to the assignment by the oy
Air Force of the operational responsidility for the SENTRY program -
to the ARDC for the next several years and until final obJjectives S
are obtained. It is also agreed that the tentative basis center o
to be established at or near Offutt Air Force Base st some s
future date, and any related centers pertinent to the program, - %
will be operated by ARDC. B

.




Noting your citation of the many factcars involved,
ARPA's actions or request for astion relating to doth
DISCOVERER-THOR project and the SENTRY progrim, will be
ocmmunicated to the Secretary of the Air Force, Attn:
The Deputy Chief of Staff, Development, with copy to the
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Research and
Development.

/8/ ROY W, JOHNSON

/t/ ROY W, JOHNSON
Director




ADVANCED RESEARCH FROJECTS AGENCY
Washington 25, D.C.

Dec. &, 1958

MEMORANDUM POR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR PORCE
Attn: The Under Secretary of the a4 Force

SUBJECTs WS-117L Program

As announced yesterday, ARPA has inaugurated & program to
develop & number of systems and techniques which will be
employed in the operation of space vehicles. This progran,
lnown as DISCOVERER, will, in acccrdance with the wishes of the
Administration, include not only the THOR launchings previously
asscciated with the WS-1l17L program, but will be eontinued to
include similar projects that are not operationally oriented,

The first such project consists of the THOR vehicles and
associated costs previously carried as a part of the W8-117L program,
Hencefarth, the project will be kmown as DISCOVERER-THOR project
and it will be necessary to establish the identity of this
project separate from the WS-117L program. It is recogniszed that
such & division will involve arbdbitrary distinctions in view of the
common items involved and that the division of cost will have to
be made on a statistical rather than an asccounting basis, Further,
it will be necessary that separate development plans and astivity
and progress reparts be submitted. An ARPA Order to this effect
is in process. =

Consistent with the npa.rni:ton of these programs, we are
tentatively r our FY 1050 monies 8o as to show
approximtoum allocable to DISCOVERER-THOR project

and $107 mi11¥on allooable program, Similarly, for
m: DISCOVERER-THOR prajest
am, :

FY 1960 we have allocated
and $100 million to the 8

In response to your memcrandum of November 17, and in
oconfirmation of our several conversations on the subject, the
Secretary of Defense and ARPA agreed to the assignment dy the
Air Porce of the operational responsidbility for the SENTRY program
to the ARDC for the next several years and until final obJjectives
are obtained. It is also agreed that the tentative basic center
to be established at or near Offutt Air Force Base at some
future date, and any related centers pertinent to the progranm,
will be operated by ARDC, _




Noting your citation of the many factorg
(“ARPA'S actions or request for action relating %2':},""
DISCOVERER-THOR projeat and the SENTRY progra. yiyity,
gommnisated to the Secretary of the Alr Poree’ aeii,
ihe Deputy Chief of Staff, Development, with qdpy co the
Assistant Secretary of the Air Foree for Research gng
Development.

/8/ ROY W, JOHNSON

/t/ ROY W, JOHKSON
Directoar




