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MEMORANDUM FOR : Advanced Research Prejecis Ageacy

saeerice: [

SUBJECT s "Recewery Prebabilities” -
dated 13 May 19%9)

L In respease to & request frem your office there io
attached a report by Lockheed, the prime coatracter for CORONA,
which pertains to the prebability of the loss of oither the camera or
the casetts containing the film. Iavelved alse is destrection, cach
time, of the vehicle which carries the camera. The varieus data as
well as the several types of destrust systems relative te the problem
of preventing inadvertent 10ss in denied tarritony wore yeviewed with
Lechheed CORONA-clonred projost persennel by representstives of
this Ageasy ou 28 May. Ia attendance alse wers cogaisaat AFBMD

porvsennal.

2. Yeur concera with zegard to inadverteat landing of any of
the several compensats is shared here and Leckieed was requasted
te prepescs resommaendations and desigas of varions destruct systems
which might be used to docrense the probability of less in denied
terzitery. R was peinted eut to Leckheod that the several destruct
systems must have & very high rellability witheut incressiag chances
of malfanction er of incrensing the prebability of lees of the eatire .
missicn due to complexities added to the basic CORONA system. The
prime purpese of developing and continsing the CORONA preject is
the gathering of strategit intelligence and its safe vetara 0o U. S,
hands. Aany system develeped a8 & securily measurs maust act degrade
vehigle performance or inherent vehicle and camera system reliability

beyend acceptable limits.
3. Alse of prime concera ave the salely facters which must

.. be bullt inte the capeule dostruct systom siace i{ it {s recovered,

18 soust be then disarmed at the time the fiim is remeved.

ROTICE -
This material centains Infermation affocting the mzfional defense of fhe United Stales

withia the meaning of the espionage Jaws, Title 18, S, Sees. 793 and 734, the trancmistion
or revelation of which in any masoer e as wmauthorized serson is prehibited by law.
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4. Estimates and desigas are expected hare appreximately
1S Jans. Siace it Lo felt that this Agency's and ARPA's ebjestives
are the same, uvcd‘hmh-mﬂﬁyumrmmd’td
the Lechkheed yepeort.

FOR THE DEPUTY CIRECTOR (PLANS)
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