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ARGON BRIXFIRG

This paper sots forth iafermation regariing & TOP SKCRET sstivity
known as ARGON., Ths seasitivily of (3o missies in velation to curyent
world afiaire had made the activity & Presidential sensra. Ascerdingly,
mazimum security will provail reoquiriag the highest standasd of
clearancs. A strist “need-to-hnew” pelicy is ia force and neither reak,
position ney prier cisaraance are ascoptabie justifisation for axtomatic
accese to ARGON infermation.

Project AXGON iavelves the covert developmant and sperationsl use
of a mapping satellite from wiich & vecoverabls capeuls will be retrieved
at & pre-selected ssoan area. Prier te the inltistien of this Preject the
development of such & systers was wader considsration by the U, 5. Azrmy
and knowa a8 Projeet VEDAS, Preject YiDAS wes officially cancelled
by an ARPA directive ia June 17959. Freject ARGON thea {2 the re-
activatisa of the original YiLiAs prepesal.

in accerd with Presidential dssires, ARGON is boing carvied ont
uader the authority of the Advanced Resesrch FProjectie Agencsy and the
Ceantral Intelligencss Agensy with the suppert of the U, 5 Army and the
U. 3. Alr Feree.

Project ARGON will stilise a medified vehiaie configuration of the
type now beliag davaloped and perfested by the ARPA sponsored
CISCOVERLR ssries. This confliguration includes & Ther boost and the
Bell Linstier sscond stage. ARTON involves the uiilisation of & camsera
system desigaed {or simullsanssus celestial and ground photography to
sbtaia aceurats geodetic coverags.

C sntrel Intelligence Agemay is participating jointly with ARPA in
the supervision of the technical doveiopment sspecially as it spplies to
the actual veconnaissance oquipment. The rvespensibiiity of all covert
precurement sad/er epevational and persennel security incinding sover
is extlusively vested in Central intelligence Agency and administeved
frem ARGON hosdquarters withia the Agansy. ARGON lasachiags will
be carried eut ot Vaadenberg Alr Ferce Base. 3pesific timing withia
the scheduling will be detormined insofar as poasible oun the basie of
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westher prevailing over targst areas. Target wasther will be furalsbed
throngh CIA/ARGON Headquartars and Sring dajes will be salosted by
the Agency in acserdance with vedicle readiness dates detormined by
AFBMD. 1 is planned thet appraximately four vekisies will be prodused
aad that the first eperatioual firing will commencs ia May 1968,

The taiilal steps tahesn to place thie Prejest su & sovert basis vas
the cancellation of the Vi DAS pregmam, The security sonsideralions
aad arvengerneats that have followed this canseliation ave as fellows:

A, A clearance asd brisfiag systems has been
estabiished wherela the agprovel for assess ¢ ARQON
s graated ealy by ClA. A master ladex of ARGON clsarseces
ts maintained ot ARGON Project Hasdquarters withia the
Ageacy. Certification of such cloazance mast be obiatasd
by contactiag the Security Offics of ARGON Headquarters.

B. Thers ave twe types of brisfiags given ARGON.
clesred persanael. The first typs conceras these individuals
whe are given this brisfiag and ars made commplotely wilting
of the sensitive aspects of the aativity. The sessad type ica
limited brisfiag covering caly that information sbsslutely
easeutial for an individeal to perform his er her particular
teaction sad dess not necessarily inslude the tnformation
oullined below,

C. There are three principal facts which porsennel
affiliated with ARGON ars sbliged to pretect:

1. That the United States is currenily
eagaged in & recensaissance satellite

program,

2. That ClA is affiliated with such s
progreans,

3. That certaia supplior groups
ongaged ia the developmant and mane-
fasturiag of receansissance equipment
are aifiliated with Prejest ARGCN,

D. Compartmestaticn of this Preject (rem othor
uﬂﬁﬂuhbﬂhgmmmu’ﬂmmmm
established. This lnsludes the existence and lecation of
cortain sovert fasilitics where seasitive werk Lo performed.
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YD sover explanation will be developed to pisusidly explatn the losachings
te cscur during the summer of 1968.
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2 should be neted alse thas the seds word ARGON is & classified
ummmuswwuwm

Jecurity {s the respensiblliily of avesysns, Aay act or insidend
which teads te smbarrass the ARGON pregram, its members, sover,
ons or the U. 5. Coveramest will resslt in severe
deciplinary action. mmmodhnmmuw
wweuﬂhmﬂdmm 3
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