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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT ¢ Future Satellite Reconnaissance Program

1. You asked for our recommendations concerning our future
satellite reconnaissance program in connection with several specific
questions. Our answers to these questions are as follows:

(1) Question: If we flew & CORONA-J once every month,
would we achieve desired coverage over a six-month period?

Answer: If we recovered s camplete CORONA-J mission
(two packages’ once every month we would probably get back
more photography than we need. We believe that the successful
recovery of 12 to 14 CORONA MURAL equivalents during the
year would satisfy our requirements for reconnaissance photog-
raphy at that resolution. We could not, however, satisfy
these requirements campletely by substituting half as many
CORONA-Js. In order to get the desired periodicity of coverage
we wlll probably have to plan on recovering at least eight
evenly spaced CORONA-Js which might give us same unneeded ares
coverage. In addition, we would need two CORONA-Js on standby
to cover failures or inability to turn the vehicle back on,
The current difficylt h_the CORORA~J is the shqrt..{aone
week) stay time or period of inmactivity for the second package
while in orbit. Tt might be possible for the engineers to
remedy this difficulty with the CORONA-J by extending the
period during which the second capsule could be allowed to
remain inactive. If this beriod could be extended to as much
as a month we might well end up with a vehicle well suited
to the periodicity of our current requirements., If the life
of the second package cannot be extended, however, it might
be desirable to make a careful decision whether or not to
activate the second half of each CORONA-J package on the bagis
of our actual need for coverage at that time.
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Answer: We believe that we should always have at least
one CORONA MURAL or CORONA=J on standby for contingency use.
If the second half of CORONA-J can be made more relisble and
the stay time exterded to a month, and if an alternate emergency
programmer can be built into the vehicle » the vehicle in orbit
could be considered the standby. .

(3) Question: If the above program of CORONA-J does
provide the desired coverage, how many d LANYARDs

should be available and programmed?

Answer: If the LANYARD can achieve no better
resolution than that attained in the one successful mission

accamplished to date, we

2. In addition to the foregoing, you earlier raised the related
question of whether or not we were already getting too much satellite
otogra + This question was reviewed by a special panel headed by
mof ONE. In general terms the panel concluded that we are
not ge g too much photography. The panel report contains scme of
the supporting data on which our recommendations for programming are

based. A ¢ of th ed.
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ALBERT D. WHEELON
Deputy Director
(Science & Technology)
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