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2. An additional Hmitation on use of reconaaissance satellitey
ia crisis sitnations is the time betweea Iaunch of the system and the
availability of pPhotographa. Weather Canditions might prevent phete-
graphs of the desired area for at least soveral days. The film manst
then be received, returaed to the US and processed. Aa an sxample,
the misimum time from the hkiuofaphotomﬂun% te viewing
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Directer for Scieace and Techaology

SUBJECTY : KH4 M-!cheduau te Moet 2 Crivis
Situatien

1. Current launch schedule and mission durations threogh
Octaber 1970:

17 September 1969 - KH4 - 16days

26 ionmhcr 1969 - - 19 dai
13 Febrasry 1970 - 4 - days

29 May 1913

-
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19 August 197D

K4 - FY 70 = 5 lacaches
FY 71 - 5 lsunches
FY T2 - 2 isunches

2. P2AD holds:
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| SUBJECT: KXM4 ..a-swu. to Meet 3 Grisis Situation

KH4¢ - can hold the 17 Ssptember launch ea PAD
for 20 daye. Other launches can be held on PAD for 22
days and then must be zecycled to lauach -13 days.

| 3. Pessidlity of collapeing schedule:

KH4 - The 17 September lannch canust be aceslersted.
The 26 Novemnber lavach could be maved te {12 November with
‘ Adiinzem overtime asd se PAD problems if ge-shesd is given
; by 12 September. A day-fer-day slip would eeccur for any
’ delay ia go~-ahead after 12 Seplamber. Feollowing the
17 Ssptemnbder lauach, the PAD must be modified to accommo-
date a new command system already instalied in all sther
vehicles.

To lsunch remainiag vshicles sarlier, sssembly and tesiiag
of paylosds must be rescheduled, and additions] cests wogld be
incurred. An estimats is not available witheut mere sy ecifie require~

ments.

4. Earliest possible crisis schedule through Decamber 19469
could be: '

17 September 1969 - KH&
12 Nevernher 1969 - }.4:2}
Tii—

The above schedule would requirs maximum contracter effort.
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SUBJECT: KR4 n-ehohuu te Meet & Crisis Situation

§. Cellapeing of asseichly sad test schedules and supperting
two miseiens simultanecusly could affect reliability. The abeve
schedule deos net wesa that twe rrissions would sseessarily be up
sim ultansously since mission duration ia & crisis would presun-ably
be shortened. Recevery is possible ou any pass ever Hawail and this
is usually about 8 revs (12 hours) after coverage of the Sino-Soviet

Blee.

6. Time fres film: recovery te developed film available
tor viewing st (Dt 1 1/2 - 2 days. Minimum timse (ree:
photograph of a target is China te of filsr is about 2 - 2 1/2
days. (Total processiag time .&u 77 hours. NPIC
aormally receives the filn: 96 hours after recevery.)

7. The probability of taking ons photograph of a target in
China asd getting & cloud {ree photograph varies from: .2 te .9 during
the aext foew meaths depending on target lecation. Therefors, mere
than one pASS over a target way be necessary for a clear view. In
the case o) to achieve rinin.um tine to Isunch after go-abead,
the orbit must have been pre-selected. This mceans that targets ea
which to base erbit selection must be provided 17 days prior te
launch. KEK4 can be targeted om-orbit from a general purposse orbit.

8. If the present launch schedule is accelerated, censidsration
would have to be given to the adequacy of the remaining KH4 vehicles
to & eet future requirsments and insure appropriste overiap wi
which is scheduled for launch in December 1973. Estin:ated costs

for three more Ki4 launches Au? launch costs are
e G - o

/s/ John N. McMahon
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2 October 1969

This is what was included in the Agency's paper on the Sino-

Soviet Bloc situation.

3. Present overhead reconnaissance capabilities would be
targeted, to the maximum extent, against the area of hostilities
and advanced planning should be undertaken to be sure that this
can be accomplished with a mi‘nimum of delay, The telescoping
of missions over the short term to reduce the gap between
missions as currently planned has limited possibilities.
(see~dated 19 September which was included as

note.)

J. McMahon




