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Daar Mr. Colby:

Yesterday I was privileged to view the exhihit naJ the
world's first successful reconnaissance satellire =t ; var
Harional Photographic Interpretation Center (NPiC). rurhnori-
~ation for my Assistant Directer, F.C. Durant, [11I

ond moe |
o =ee this exhibit was secured through your_.
DD/S&T. .

At the National Air and Space Museum we have gathozed
together for exhibit the largest collection of sciecurific
and applications satellites ever assembled. The nne miszaine
application satellite is the world's first -- the recen-
nsicsance satellite.

We recognize that there have long been probloms azso-
ci-ted with national security in revealing the state.a®.

1 he-art of the first reconnaissance satellite syston, Av
the rame time we presume that technical advancewsuts iv
follow-on systems will eventually permit declassificritian -
th~ major details of the system which became opcrati :nai in
1960. :

If this time is now we should like to requast titl. t«
ti:cse artifacts and photographs in the NPIC exhilit «lhirh
might be released.

Our interest is in preserving such artifac-« for
posterity and for public exhibit. We believe that tf- :
oparational techniques and advancements in technelogy i-con -
porated in this reconnaissance satellite system would make
an erhibit of high public interest. We hope th:t appiniz!
may he granted to declassify this hardware, and *o tra-sfe-
ritle of this exhibit to the National Air and Space "wsewn
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