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THE FOLLOWING NORTH STAR PRESTO REPORT TO CHIEF OF STAFF,
HQ USAF AND COMMANDER, HQ ARDC IS QUOTED FOR YOUR IVFORMATION.
QUOTE: |
S svcscT: MORTH STAR PRESTO REPORT, LAUNCH OF
DISCOVERER XX AND XXI. THIS MESSAGE IN THREE PARTS. PART I.
DISC XX, AGENA 1104 IS RESCHEDULED FOR 2000Z 17 FEB. ALL PARAMETERS
AND RECOVERY INFORMATION REMAIN THE SAME AS GIVEN IN OUR NORTH
star Report ([ 0 o Part 1r. 1. bisc |
XXI, AGEMA 1102, RM 2 IS SCHEDULED FOR LAUNCH AT 1930Z 18 FEB FROM .
PAD 75-3=5, VAUDENBERG AF3. 2. ORDITAL PARAMETERS ARE!
1ST BURN AFTER SECOND BURY

Ae PERIOD = $2.0 HIM 94475 MIVN
B. APOGEE ~ 334 SN 492 SM
C. PERIGEE ~ 130 SM 141 sM
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O ™

D. ECCENTRICITY = .024 « 042

E. INCLINATION = 31.8 DEC 81.8 DEG
3. A RESEARCH AVD DEVELOPMENT MIDAS RADIOMETER PAYLOAD WILL BE
USED TO OBTAIN BACKGROUMD DATA Il THE CAR3O: DIOXIDE AND VATER
ABSOR3TION BANDS OF THE INFRARED SPECTRUM. RESTART EXPERIMENT
WILL BE PERFORNED OVER ALASXA 03 FIRST OR3IT. APL DOPPLER AXD
TRACKING LIGUTS WILL *OT 3E CARRIED. 4. MO RE-EMTRY IS PLAMNED.
ACTIVE VORKIMG LIFE OF PAYLOAD IS THO DAYS. 5. RECOVERY FORCES
VILL MOT 3E UTILIZED. TRACKI'G STATIONS UILL 3E USUAL DISCOVERER

STATIONS, PLUS AMR TRACKING STATIONS -A.“JD—
U - o somoy (N

S. DISCOVERER XXI UILL UTILIZE M3-3, 3LOCK I (150,000 L3S THRUST)

300STER EUWGI'UE, ANMD AGEMNA 3 SECO)D STAGE. PART III. THE ABILITY .
TO LAUNCH DISC XX AMND XXI 0 CONSECUTIVE DAYS IS POSSIBLE DUE TO
THE FOLLOUIIG COMDITIONSS (1) THE DELAYS IN THE LAUNCI OF DISC
XX DUE TO SA!OS I'TERFZRENCE ATD TECHNICAL PRO3LENS EMNCOUNTERED
HAVE PERUITTED THE PRIPARATION OF DISC XXI TO CATCH UP TO DISC XX.
(2> THE TEST O3JECTIVES OF THE TWQO VEIICLES ARE DIFFEREXT. DISC

e —

AX IS A STANDARD RECOVZRASLE (1ISSION WHILE DISC XXI i{AS A Qi=

~§EEPVERA3LE MIDAS SUPPORT RADIOMETRIC PAYLOAD. (3) THE T/t
) :

READOUT REQUIREUETTS OVER THE TRACALIG STATIOUS ARE DIFFERENT AMD
?;;jgiiﬁﬁijgﬁﬁﬂifffiﬁ;rc_gg_nxs; XX1, THE PRODABILITY OF 30TH
VEAICLES BEING OVER A TRACKING STATION AT TiE SAUE TINE I8 VERY
SUALL. (4) THE SSSATH TEST WG IS 'OV OPERATIYE FROM THEIR MEW
CONTROL CENTER WHICH IS ADQUATELY F@YIPPED-TO HANDLE ImLTIBLE

SATELLITE OPERATIO'S.
END OF QUOTE. ‘END OF MESSAGE
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