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This letter will acknowled e your nemorandum, undateq
A reccived on 23 “ctooer, PToposing that CORONA riigsion J-1014,
scavduled ty launch approximately 10 November or a few days thereg-
aftes, be projrammed on 3 nine-day-aynchronoua/eight-day-equallyo
83aced srbit and thyg $ive complete €average of Cuba without serioug
seservation of the coverage of Soviet Unjon 8nd Communist Ching,

I uave submitted y2ur letter to the United States Intellizence
L237d and tiey expressea no objection ty thig Prograrzrdng of CORONA

i8sion J-10i4 as they feel it will demonstrate the contribution that F

1. The success of the nine-day-:ynchxonmu mission in
tuac 3resent CORGONA $ystem: depends on both Fecoveries beiny
suzuessiuwl. Tae increaged caverage of both Sino-Sovie: targets
4l1d the Cuban targets approxinately Sutweizhs thig diladvmagc -,
in a statistical Scnse, 80 it i3 our view that You come out about
even,

4. Tae eizat-day mission requires favorable weather
“7er tae individual targeis, whereas the normal double four-day
issica provices repetitive €Iverage on the same targets
arroxinately four d4ays apart, Tajs sives a substantia] level
“n the cloud prablen:,

3. A midnor poind is the wverlas between the two xinds of
ir.iss1ons. -Z'verla;);)hxd' Coverage of the same target {8 posaible
sy at sreatoer sbiliguities (2244 derecs), whereas tae double
LUTeda: mssiong teny o nrovide ovc:iappin; at an average
ruliguiny St 22 deirzea,

—————

Declassitied and Released by the N R O

fn Accordance with £. O 12958

on_ NOV 261937




[

wwrie i svsres oy
SRR

K3

4. Thnere is also a problem of the aocur of the day
when Cuban coverage is achisved if normal daylight photozraphy
=f tae Soviet Unioa is achieved, and its ijnter-relationship with
tae late afternoon occurrence of clouds over Cuba. Gur people
-ave pot examined this in getail, but point out that the cacices
caanut be maae independently and that the necessary choices
srobatly interact gtronly with weather.

Sincerely,
7
~f QA

Jonn A. bicCone

Director
“he Honorable Cyrus B. Vance
Cesuty Secreta™y »f efense
Tae Fentado
v ashingzton, D.C.
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