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CHRONOLOGY

28 Feb 59  «DIECOVERER 1-163-1022 succeasfully lsunched at 1349 hours
from Vandenberg AFB.

2 Mar 59 Amendment No., 1 to ARPA Order 3859 approved, subaectto

reviev, PhsseIonlyorthems
availsble funds under the order from
Instructions were given to AFBMD or the

procurement of ATLIAS boo a andmcevehielestor

18 Mar 59 mmmwnm holdtbznixboostaurmm
by ARPA in Amendment 1 to ARPA Order L8-59, (Program
reduction from 19 to 13) on production, notify AF when
funds for these six were required.

2 Mar 59 Aunﬂnentm.2tomAOrd&h8-59smedmdmlop-
ment apd funding plan dated 30 Jamuary 1959 for the
DISCOVERER Prograum. The approval provided for a l3-vehicle
programe.

3 Apr 59 Amendment No, 10 to ARPA Order 9=58 approved the AFEMD
EENTRY Development Flan of 30 Jamuary 1959 “to the extent
it pertains to payload programs of visusl resdout visual
recovery, and ferret readout”.

10 Apr 59 Amendment No. 4 to ARPA Order 17-50 directed AFEMD to modify
the Bell-Bustler stage to obtain dual Smuning capability,
simplify guidance snd control, and structures to contain
payloads of arbi s that may be carried; 4increase
propellant capacity Deliver and lmunch at Pacific
Migsile Range two vehicles suitable for 215
pmmmm#emmmhoon.u. circular orbit.

13 Apr 59 . DISCOVEHER II launched from Vandenberg AFB. -Satellite
orbited, but because of cumilative adjustment of the
orbital ejection timer, the capsule vas probably ejected
in the Spitzbergen, Norway, area. An unsuccessful aree
search (terminated 22 A;nl) vas conducted.

Apr 59 By ARPA Order 38-59, A
Development

t No. 3, Phase I of the MIDAS

Flan ( wvas spproved. Program objec-
tive strongly recriem glve priority to quantitative
scientific and engineering data, with objective to predict
success ornnmotmopentiomlmmmm, improve~
ment and design.
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1 May 59 AFBMD sutmitted DISCOVERER Development Flan dated 30 April
to Mr. Malcolm A. MacIntyre, Under Secretary of the Air

Force. Major change over earlier 1 Jamary plan was
addition of ten flights, making a total of 25 flights.

amrsb/nr. M. A. MacIntyre, Under Secretary of the Air Force,
requested that the Secretary of Defense designate the
Alr Force as service responsible for operational employment
and utilization of the MIDAS system, :

18 May 59  AFBMD informed by AFDAT that WS 117L bad been removed from
Master Urgency Iist, and DISCOVERER and SENTRY put on it
with DX ratings. Action vas undervay to obtain (from NSC
or NASC) a IX rating for MIDAS, AF priority for all three
prograns remained as l-A with l-1 precedence,

20 May 59 Amendmentﬁo.h,‘M(hﬂeth-%umedW

. Development and Funding Flan dated 30 April 1959, on the
&ﬂmw Funds were increased from

to

20 May 59  Amendment No. 4 to ARPA 38=59 increased funds for
Mmas fron R to

26 May 59  ARPA direcied thet the mapping program be deleted from
SENTRY. IMSD notified. .

3 Jun 59 DISCOVERER III launched from Vandenberg AFB, Falled to
achieve orbit because of less than nominal second stage
performance and incorrect Pt. Mugu radar data indiecating '
firing time, Data was received on the four mice passengers,

2k Jun 59  AFEMD vas informed that ARPA had 1aid down ground rules
for the ini FT 1960 budget determinati These were:
SENTRY vith SENTRY recovery to be
def review; DISCOVERER for extension
and completion of the series; ARPA funds,
with assumption Air Force will fund Phase II
was approved, No increments to the Tunds were avail-
eble, AFEMD was to sutmit revised develomment plans based
on the above instructions. Until FY 1960 appropriations
vord was received, funds would be on & monthly basis.

25 Jun 59  DISCOVERER IV launched from Vandenberg AFB on a Polar orbit.
While the launch wes successful, the vehicle failed to

achieve orbit because of less than normal second stage
performance,
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