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MEMORANDUM FOR NSA

SUBJECT: Security Handling -of Covert Satellite SIGINT
Collection Projects and Control of Raw SIGINT
Intelligence

During the 30 October 1968 meeling to resolve the
BYEMAN/COMINT problem, I believe it may be fairly stated
that the NSA position was obe of understanding and co-
operation but strongly limited by DCID 6/3, and that any
change in the "rules" would reguire USIB action.

Continued historical research in this area revealed
evidence that our problems have already been resclved, and
the solution (USIB direction) is available - to wit: NRP
Security Policy Directive #2, USIB D-41.5/17 and associated
documents (Atch 1).

This subject has been discussed with S8SC/CIA and it is
their opinion as well as ours that adequate license exists
for BYEMAN control of "all activities relating to the
development, manufacture, improvement, and operational
utilization” of all covert SIGINT satellite reconnaissance
systems, ‘

Bearing this in mind, it is our proposal that COMINT
controls and access will only be reguired for the following:

1. COMINT controlled intercept tapes (or joint BYEMAN,
T/KH, COMINT).

2., COMINT controlled substantive intelligence materials
that are derived only from COMINT sources and downgrading is
not possible.
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To be more explicit, that information that would
normally be "Handle Via COMINT Channels Only™ in the
case of covert SIGINT satellite systems will be "BYEMAN
EARPOP,"” That information that would normally be "COMINT
SPOKE or UMBRA" will continue to reguire COMINT access
unless NSA provides downgrading instructions.

Your ceomments are requested at an early date. We are
available should yeu desire to meet with us fto Ffurther
discuss the problem,

Assistant for Security

NRO Staff
Atch
as
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MEMORANDUM T0O: Chairman, Commitiee on Overhead
Reconnaissance

SUBJECT ¢ Security Handling of Covert Satellife SIGINT
Collection Projects and Control of Raw SIGII\“‘"‘
telligence .

For the information of COMOR there is attached the NRO s
Directive which implements the USIB decision placing all SIGINT ™
raw materials collected by satellile under the BYEMAN Security

~System through initial processing., Provision has been madc, whe r“by

intelligence datz which does not reveal the method of collection or
which can be attributed to plausible sources other than satellite can,
during the various stages of “‘”ocesbmg be re l zsed outside BYEMAN

control under appropriate security classification.

e e,

All SIGINT reporis published and distributed to the Intelligence

5
53

Community by NSA ard o !:zer‘ authorized srocessors will be in the
T-K system and will be distinguished by he codeword ZART,

ot

Your attention is invited to the fact thatl the separate TARDROP
and POPPY clearances have, under this direciive, been ellkm,xa ed.
The clearance, EARPOP, hag been creaied and will provide "musi-
know' access to either gysterm, The several Program Directors have
agreed to this consolidation inasmuch as it provides greater flexibility
in the exchange of technical informeiion,

(

YT

The attached directive iz forwarded for COMCR/USIE infor-
mation only and should not be given further dissemination. NEO
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Program Directors are the principle addressees and will insure
that subordinate units are advised as appropriate and necessary
to the implementation of this directive.

3

.
JOHAN L. MARTIN, JR.
Colonel, USAF

Director, 52’) NRO Staff

Attachment:
BYEMAN-3011-62
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