
Noting the g'};:'sat :tmportance of the T:.t:eaty on 

princ:i.ples Gove:t'ning the Activities of St,3tes in 

the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, Including 

the HOOD and Oths!' Cel(lstia 1 Bodies, which erlunci-

sted the principle of rendering all possible ass t-

(J IV) (!v!({~ 

X. 717;)..7 

tie /20! 

snca to astronauts in the event of accident, distress, 

emm:gency or unintend3d land:Lng, of prompt: and safe 

return of astronauts, and of the return of objects 

launched into outer space, 

Desiring to develop and give conc:cete expression, 

t t ' .. 1 o DeBe pr1nc1p~es, 

tvisb.ing to pr'omotG international coope!'Gltion in 

the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, 

prompted by sentiments of humanity, 

Have agr0;ad on tha fol1m'7:i.ng: 
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In"ticle 1 

EDell Contracting party which :cecei;:les :i.nio:nnati.on 

Dr discovcI.'S that the personnel of a spacE;c:i::aft hENe 

suffered acc:tdent or are mcp,erienci.ng conditions of 

distress or hav~::; made an eme:cgency 0:: un5.ntended land .. 

ing in tezritoT.Y under its jurisdiction or on the high 

seas or in clnY other place not unde:i: the jurisd:tction 

of any State, shall immediately: 

(a) notify the launching authoZ':i.ty*, or, 

if it cannot identify and irnmed:L:"ltely commtm:lcate 

with the launching authority*, immediately make a 

public announcement by all appropriate means of 

communication at its disposal; and 

(b) not:tfy the S8cret3rY~'G::m£;ll:'cll of the 

United Nat:i.ons who should disseminate the in-

formation without delay by all appropriate ~eans 

of com:nUl1 tion at his disposal. 

i:The US 
Th'3 US 

P""ono",ct 1 1I1 ;.p'nci:l'i no- authority' Ii -La "'4 - i. In..>' • ...~ .. - .... ~"" '" > - "'0 - ~~, 

on 
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Arti.cle 2 

accident, dis 0',· 

'. ., 1 10 th 1 o~·:- " unlncenaea anc~ng, a personne _ g 

:i.n tez'i-:ttm.'Y under the j U'1:isd~ct:ton of a Ccntract:tng 

Party. it shall immediately take all pDsoible steps to 

rescue them and render them all necessary assistanc9@ 

It shall inform the launching authority and also the 

Secreta:rY'~General of the United Nations of the steps 

it is taklng and of their progress 0 If assistance by 

the launching authority would help to effect a prompt 

rescue or would contribute substantially to the effec-

tiveness of sea7:ch and rescue ope:::at5.ons, the Contract~· 
.. 

with a view to the effective conduct of se,;lrch and rescue 

operations. Such operations shall be subject to the 

shall act :tn close and continuing consult.;,ti.on with the 

"" 
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Article 3 

NON-TERRITORIAL ASS ISTANCS. 
~~.-.............. ~" ..... -"'-... "'-................... '- .. -~~ .... .....,-~''''''''''''''~~~.'''.----''',.. .......... 

If :tnform.ation is received or it is discovered 

that th,B personnel of a spacecraft have alighted on 

the high seas or in any other ,place not und3r ths 

• !",.:f ,. '--ion 0"'· a"'y S':-.c~'~·e, J u; • .!.SCAV;::' \.. "'"" J: 1, ~ ::;, .... - those ContX'i:]ct 

which are in a position to do so shall, if necessary, 

such personnel to assure their speedy rescue. 

Article l~ 

Hhen the p'3rsormel of a spacec:o:aft have rnad'8 a land-

ing in G~J.:Rt~eR,R C)Y ~n cRccicl.~ntal or e·!ll~roprlry or ',~1n-_ .... "' _ •• -_...... .......... • "" ,j"" .• ~"''' ,........ ...,.. ...... 0 ......... ---, u ... Jo .... "~ 

tend,ed landi.ng on '.: territory unda!.' the jm~:tsdict:Lon of 

another Contracti~g party, or have been found on the high 

seas, 01~ in any other place not uDcL3r thi::l jurisdiction of 
--t:-' _·~/,~,t~ ~(~~(j ~:--i~ 'it 

any State~ thsy shall be safely and promptly returnad to 
// 

*Sea footnote to Article 1. 
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A:cticle 5 

R}~TU:IN OF OBJECTS 
_""'-............ _. L~ ...... <,',.,'-____ ~ ........ """""'_ ... -.... 

1. Each Cmltracting party which receives infor[[ja~' 

·tion or discovers that a space obj ect has returned to 

Earth in territory under its jurisdiction or on the 

high sectS or in any othe:J: p ce not unci,;;:!' the jt:n:is .. 

diction of any State, sha 11 notify the launching author v• 

ity*' and the Secretary-General of the United Nat:i.ons. 

2. Each Contracting Party having jurisdiction 

over thG te:critm:y on ~vhich a space object has been 

discovered shall, upon the t'eqlJ8st of the launcb.:Lng 

author:tty"r~ > take such steps as it finds p:l;'acticable 

to recover the object. 
... 

30 /Upon request of the launch:tng authoritY,2./,,">"k 

objects launched into outer space or their component 

parts found beyond the limits of the launching authority* 

sh~11 ba ¥e~~ll-~pd ~o 't~~Q ¥en?~0Dnt~~1~~~ of tl,s· Co~~r~c~-i>-,,-4 __ C.L "- LLa_ .... ",t,l.t,;.... J,.. r" .. t:;,~,_a.oI. - ... ~\..r .... ",y.-,b .. '"' .,.C' t.. ..:,J.b<..,u~ ..... \d 

ing Party, which shall, upon 

... 
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Article 5 (Continued) 

4. 

a Contracting party which finds that a space 

or recovered by it elsewherc$ .is of a hazardous or 

deleterious natm:e may so notIfy the lau!1ch:i.ng autho~c-

ity":' which sha 11 imrnediately take effective steps" under 

the di:rection and control of the said Contracting Party 

to eU.minat:e possible danger of harm. 

5. Expenses incurred (by a Contracting party) in 

fulfilling obligations to recover and return a 8p8ce 

object under paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Arti.cle shall. 

be reimbursod. 

*Sea footnote to Article 1. 

**Brackets surround US propoa~ls; 
parentheses surround Soviet proposals. 

C01,~~1 ID:,~t';'~I,:') T r-- ............................... ,....." ..... -,.-- ..... ~..,." ...... ,. 
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Art:i.cle 6 

IFO:r. the purposes of this Agreement, the term 

"launching authcn:"ityH shElll refe:r to tIle state or 

international o:rganizat:lon responsible for launching, 

as the case may be./* 
~ . 

(The provisions of this Agreement shall apply to 

the personnel of such spaceships, and to such spaceships 

or other space objects, as may be launched by 

.. 1" 1" t' t1.ona. l.nter.,:"governrnenta _ orgaUl.za ::,Lonl3 .• 

Any practi.cal quest:tons arising in connexlon. with 

the rescue or return of the personnel of spaceships, 

and with the salvage or return of. spaceships or other 

space objects, launched by international organizations, 

shall b·8 resolved by the Contracting Part:tes either with 

t t. ... t . 1 .. .. h 118 appropr1ate 1D ernat10na organ1zat1on or W1t one 

or more States Members of that international organiza-

tion~ which are Parties to this Agreement.) 

*rD'~~,c~e._~~ ~urrOI]r(_l_ US· P-OPoc"1q' ~_~·._t\._ .. _~ ____ . ___ " t. ~ ':;,;A_.~.~ 

parentheses surround Soviet p:::.-oposa Is" .. 
-"" 
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II'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!~I~~U~!~~~IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

Under the provisions of this Article the term space object 

includes manned space ships. The unique character of manned space 

ships rec,uires that these space objects be given extraordinary 

consideration as compared to any other space object. Each Contracting 

Party having jurisdiction over the terriroty on which a manned space 

ship has been discovered shall, upon rendering assistance to the 

occupants, take all practicable steps to promptly recover the sp.ace 

ship and return it to the launchir,g authority. This action will assist 

the launching authority in determining the cause of the malfunction 

which resulted in the space ship returning to earth in a location other 

than. that intended by the launching authority. 
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