
Approved for Release: 2016/10/18 C05095919 

NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
14675 lee Road 

Chantilly, VA 20151-1715 

Mr. John Greenewald, Jr. 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

22 August 2016 

This is in response to your 21 August 2016 correspondence regarding 
your request, pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), for "the 
NRO IBS-S Overview •.. ;" the NRO's initial response to that request, and our 
response to your subsequent appeal of our initial determination. 

In our 26 July 2016 response to your appeal of our initial 
determination, we explained that a second search was conducted "in all NRG 
components where the record would reasonably be expected to exist, and 
we ... included active and retired records _in our search .... " We also 
explained that "by responding that we are unable to locate the responsive 
document, we are not asserting that the document did not exist at the time 
that the GeoLite Intellipedia entry originated." 

As we advised in the response to your appeal, you are entitled to a 
judicial review of our determination in a United States District Court in 
accordance with 5 u.S.C. § 552, as amended; or you may wish to pursue 
mediation services through the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS). As part of the 2007 FOIA amendments, OGIS was created to offer 
mediation services to resolve disputes between F'OlA (not Privacy Act) 
requesters and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to 
litigation. Using OGIS services does not affect your right to pursue 
litigation. You may contact DGIS in any of the following ways: 

Office of Government Information Servi.ces 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Room 2510 
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8601 Adelphi Road 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
E-mail: 
Telephone: 301-837-1996 
Facsimile: 301-837-0348 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 

If you have any questions or· you would like to discuss your request, 
please contact me by way of the Service Center at (703) 227 9326, 
and reference case number F-2016-00058. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia B. Cameresi 
FOIA Public Liaison 
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Fron1: John Greenewald 
Sent: 
To: 

Sunday, August 2:ccl-, 2°'0"1cc6c-,6~:1~9~PM~---~ 

FOIA 
AUG 2 2 21l16 

Subject: [Non DoD Source] FOJA REQUES f 

All active links contained in this email were disabled. Please verify the identity of the sender, and confirm the 
authenticity of all contained within the message prior to copying and pasting the address to a Web 
browser. 

To who1T1 [t inay concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 5 LJ.S.C. S 552. My FOIA 
requester status as a "representative of the news media." I am a freelance television producer often working on 
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured throughout major news organizations, and I 

freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to r via CD-ROM or DVD 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

via postal mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

Previously, I requested the below documents under FOIA case number F-2016-00058. I later appealed the no records 
determination, as I believed that records existed. 

Based on the working of your appeal, I tee\ that you only looked for the document at the URL I referenced. I hope the 

below document can be searched for, beyond the restrictions of what I believe was the scope of my original request
only at the URL provided. I hope this request can be processed, and the document released. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, ofthe NRO \BS-S Overview, as referenced on the "See 
Also" heading of the Geol ITE lntellipedia entry. 

Although the URL may not exist anymore, the document does, and I hope lhat it can be searched for. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

lohn Greenewald Jr 

Sincerely, 

1 
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John Greenewald, Jr. 

The Black Vault 
Ca u Uoc>·http://www. theblackvault .com < Caution·http:/ /www.theblackvault.com/ > 

Government Secrets 
Cau tlo n-http:/ /v-1ww .govern rnen tsecrets.com < Caution-http://www.governmentsecrets.com/ > 

Phone: (805) 32·VAULT 

2 
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Mr. John Greenewald, 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
14675 Lee Road 

Chantilly, VA20151-1715 

26 July 2016 

This is in response to your email message dated 19 May 2016 and 
received in the National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) on 20 May 2016. 
Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), you appealed the NRO's 19 
May 2016 response to your 18 April 2016 request for "the NRO IBS-·S overview, 
referenced on the "See Also" heading of the GeoLITE Intellipedia entry (at) 

. nscb. ic -%20Dissem%2 %200veview%202006-25-
07.pdf." 

In our response to your initial request we informed you that we were 
unable to access the link you referenced, and that a_ thorough search of our 
records and databases localed r10 records to your request. 

After a thorough review of your case, and as the NRO Appellate 
Authority, I am upholding our initial determination. The target for the 
link_ provided in your request t1as been changed or removed, so we are unable 
to r'etrieve a document from that location. In response to your appeal, we 
have conducted a second search for a responsive document in all NRO 
components where the record would reasonably be expected to exist, and we 
have included active and retired records in our search. We believe, 
therefore, that while we have been unable to locate the document you are 
seeking, we have conducted a good-faith, organized and thorough search for 
responsive information as required by the FOIA. Please note that by 
responding that we are unable to locate the responsive document, we are not 
asserting that the document did not exist at the time the GeoLITE 
Intellipedia entry originated. 

You are advised that you are entitled to a judicial review of this 
determination in a Ur1i ted Slates District Court in ac_cordance wi tb 5 U.S. c. 
§ 552, as amended. 

As part of the 2007 FOIA amendments, the Office of Government 
Information Services (OGIS) was created to offer mediation services to 
resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies a.s a non
exclusive alternative to litigation. Using OGIS services does not affect 
your right to pursue litigation. You may contact OGIS in any of the 
following ways: 

Off ice of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Room 2510 
8601 Adelphi Road 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
E-mail: ogis®nar~oy 
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Telephone: 
Facsimile: 
Toll··free: 

301-837 1996 
301-837-0348 
1-877 684 6448 

If you have any or you would like to discuss your 
contact the NRO FOIA Pubic Liaison, Patricia Cameresi, by way of the 

Rer:nu,st:er Service Center at (703) 227-9326 or via our email address 
and reference case number F-2016-00058. 

~ Kyle R. Robson 
NRO Appellate Authority (Acting) 
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From: John Greenewald 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sent: 
To: 

hm'<L0•v May 19, 2016 4:25 PM 

FOIA MAY 2 0 2016 
Subject; !Non DoD Source] APPEAL tor FOJA Case F-2016-00058 

All active lmks contained in this email were disabled. Please verify the identity of the sender, and confirm the 
i\Uthenticity of all links contained within the message prior to copying and the address to a Web browser. 

To whom it may concern, 

This is an appeal under the Freedom of Information Act 5 USC.§ 552 for FOIA Case F-2016-00058. Your final 

determination was a no records response, in to an NRO specific as referenced in lntellipedia. 

by the title alone, this would be an NRO document, and under the control of your agency. A ''no records" 
I is incorrect, based on the fact that it is referenced in the lntellipedia entry for GEOUl f:. (See: 

Ca u t10 n h tip:/ I documents. the b lackvault. com/ do cu ments/intell i pedia/ geolite· int e Iii ped 

ia pdf\ 

I please :isk that you reconsider this decision, and offer an appropriate answer to this FOIA request. 

Sincerely, 

The Bl<ick Vault 

Caution-http:/ /www. theblackvaultcom 
Governrnent Secrets 
Caution ht lp://www.governm<entsecrets.com 
Phone: \805) 32 .VAULT 

Hom: F.9J8ifi.:•.n 
Sent: 
To: 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

Cc FOIA_@f)1g.111jl 

Subject: FOIA Case "-2016·00058 

Good Morning Mr. 

Attached is our response to your FOIA reques;t 
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NRO fOIA Group 

2 

Approved for Release: 2016/10/18 C0509591 



TIER Action [)r>t"il, 
Approved for Release: 2016/10/18 C05095919 

l of2 

Dl.lpl!cate ACliOll Reopell Adlon 

Closed By: n June 16, 2016 al 8:19 AM (b)(3) 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED/~ 

2016-02075 - {U) FOIA Case F-2016-
Action Tille: 00058 APPEAL Search for Records -

IBS-S Overview 

Assigned By: COMM-IMSO-FOIA
Tracker 

POC: 

Assigned To: GED-IART-Tracker FYI: 
MOD-IART-Tracker 
MOD-Tracker 

Description: What needs to be done? 

Lead COMM-IMSO-FOIA-Tracker 
Organization: 

FOii: 

DOii: 

Date Due: 6110/2016 1\finm 

(b)(3) 

(U) The IRRG 1s in receipt of a FOIA request from John Greenwald for "the NRO IBS-S 
Overview, dated 25 July 2006 +/-, COMM was unable lo locate the document. We are now 
extending the search to MOD and GED, 

Comments: 

{U) Request each directorate conduct a search for the responsive record. Should you 
locale the document, please provide a clean copy to IRRG; reviews, as will be 
tasked separately. IF YOU HAVE EVIDENCE OF DESTRUCTION OF THIS AS A 
TEMPORARY RECORD, PLEASE PROVIDE ANY DETAILS YOU MAY HAVE 
REGARDING DISPOSITION 
Why it needs to be done? (U) FOIA law. 

0611612016 08:19-- Possible related documents located. IRRG will do further review. -
Submitted by: 

~---------~ 

06/01/2016 10:27 (U) Added MOD-TRACKER at request of MOD-IART-TRACKER 0 
~--;extended suspense to 10 June, -- Submitted by:L/ _________ :J_ 

Attachments: @ 0512412016 10:42 FOIA Request ,PDF 

https:/ 112016 
~--Approved for Release: 2016/10/18 C05095919 
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Created By:~---------~on May 24, 2016 at 10:42 AM 

Date Due To 
Dale 

Status 
Date Attachments 

06110/2016 GED·IART- 05124/2016 Accepted Final: 05/3112016 0 
Tracker Other 

0611012016 MOD-IART- 0512412016 Replied Preliminary 06/0112016 0 
Tracker 

0611012016 MOD-Tracker 0610112016 Final: 

Action 
Number 

I 

MOD
Tracker 

Other 

Action Tille 

(U) FOIA Case F-2016-00058 
APPEAL Search for Records -
IBS-S Overview 

06/15/2016 2 

Date Due A,;,;icmed To 

Details 

Click to 

Status 

Closed 06/10/2016 MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 

(b)(3) 

Fur ,'fdditional he!p using this 
to":chn1cn1 difficulties, please conlarl the 

I I 
IVIUU 

MOD 
MOD 

see the: User Guide 

BROUGH! 10 YOU BY MEDIA SERVICES CENTE:R 

I 

Warn1nq: PaiJe contains dynamic contE~nt and rnoy not be us-cd as a source of deri,1a!1ve das:>1frcatron" 

Dynamic Content~ Highest Possible Classiflcatlon: 1'8f 8E8 Al!ifn 6hTI t;: l 16! 6ffl I 

https:1j I 
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Classification: UNCLASSIFIED~ 

2016-02075-1 (U) FOIA Case F-2016-
Action Title: 00058 APPEAL Search for Records -

IBS-S Overview 

Up to Parent 

Assigned By: MOD-Tracker 

Assigned To: MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MOD 
MO 
MOD 
MOD 

POC: 

FYI: 

Update Status 

Lead COMM-IMSO-FOIA-Tracker 
Organization: 

FOii: 

DOii: 

Date Due: 611012016 (111'~-~2l!!ltliliill2r:y) 

(b)(3) 

(b)(3) 

Description: BLUF: Please conduct a search of your records to determine if you have the document 
titled: NRO IBS-S Overview, dated 25 July 2006, 

https:/ 

What needs to be done? 

(U) The IRRG is in receipt of a FOIA request from John Greenwald for "tlle NRO IBS-S 
Overview, dated 25 July 2006 +/-, COMM was unable to locate the document We are now 
extending the search to MOD and GED, 
(U) Request each directorate conduct a search for !he responsive record_ Should you locate 
the document, provide a clean copy to IRRG; reviews, as necessary, will be tasked 

~--

Approved for Release: 2016/10/18 C05095919 
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seperalely. IF YOU HAVE EVIDENCE OF DESTRUCTION OF THIS ITEM AS A 
TEMPORARY RECORD, PLEASE PROVIDE ANY DETAILS YOU MAY HAVE 
REGARDING DISPOSITION 

Why it needs to be done? (U) FOIA law. 

Comments: . 
0610212016 10:15 -···Submitted 

Page 2 of3 

(b)(3) 

(b)(3) 

Created By: on June 2. 2016 at 1O:15 AM 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Date Oue To 
Oa!e Status Date Attachments Details Assigned 

06/1012016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 

0611012016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 

0611012016 MOO 06/02/2016 Pending 0 

0611012016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 

0611012016 MOD 06102/20Hl Pending 0 

06110/2016 MOD 06/0212016 Pending 0 

06110/2016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 

06/1012016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 (b)(3) 

0611012016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 

0611012016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 

06110/2016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 

0611012016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 

0611012016 MOD 0610212016 Pending 0 

06110/2016 MOD 06102/2016 Pending 0 

06/0212016 Pending 0 

06/0212016 Pending 0 

0610212016 Pending 0 

I Forwards 
No Subordinate available. 

(b)(3) 

https:; 
~--

6/2/20 
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Page 3 3 

For additional heir using this tool, please .see the User Guide 
Fnr IP<hnlcal clifflcu~Ues., plea;,e contact the MSC Operations Center Hotl1n2:c__ __ _ 

ElROUGH r TO YOU BY MEDIA SERVICES CENTER 
(b)(3) 

tNarninq: Page contains dynarr•c content and may not be used as a source of derivative classification. 

Dynarnic Content~ Highest Possible Classification: TOP SSCSOi+:''OI T! iltlJSrORl4 

(b)(3) 

https:/L_ __ _ 61212016 
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Action Title: FOIA Case F-2016-00058 APPEAL Search !or Records - IBS-S Overview 

From: MOD-IART-Tracker 

To: COMM-IMSO-FOIA-Tracker 

FYI: 

Response: Preliminary 

Response Details: 
06/0112016 10:24 -- Please resend this Tier request lo MOD-Tracker in order for MOD 
to send out to the appropriate offices. We also request a one week extension to 
the responses. 

Submitted by: 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Documents: 

Status: Response has been replied to 

Comments: 
Comment5 

06101/2016 10:29 -- (U) Ad\led MOD-Tracker extended st11jpense to 10 .June, as 
requested. -- Submitted by:[ I 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Attachments: Browse/Select multip:leliles, then click [Upload]. 
Io attach to the Action. [Submit] the Action. 

https:I 
~---
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rernoves the documents that are rlf>r1rlir1!J 

hr,.tfon1 of !he A~tion tµ preve-nt att,aptun,erH 

Uploaded Documents: 

tooi, p~nase sec Gw1dc 
MSC Operation::. Ccnt.:r • Hotli0P: 

Page 2 of2 

,. Bad! to Action 

(b )(3) 
~--~ 

Jnd w.<Jy not be used vs nf rierrv,,, 'vr r:1a:,saa.0r:r0r 

tJyntl.rnlc CtJntcnt - High¢:~.t P(lssib!e Cla;sslfitation; I OP JLCHL IJiSbTt.b 14 9fE Rtl 

(b )(3) 

6/112016 https> 
~--~~--~~-----------------~ 
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*classification: 

Action Title: 2016-02075 - (U) FOIA Case F-2016-00058 APPEAL Search for Records - IBS-S Overview 

From: GED-IART-Tracker 

To: COMM-IMSO-FOIA-Tracker 

FYI: 

Response: Final: Other 

Response 
Details: 0513112016 08:51 -- GED Records Manager conducted a search and did not find the 

specified document -- Submitted by:I I 

Documents: 

Status: Hesponse has been accepted 

Comments: 
05/3"112016 08:52--Thank you. --Submitted by: 

Back to Ac!lon 

For add!ti::::inal help 1,1sing i:bls too!, ptcasc se€ the User Guide 
For technic0I difficulties, please contact thP MSC Operations Center· Hotlinfe:~--~ 

BHOUGHT TO YOU BY MEDlA SERVICES CE:NTER 

\i\larrnng: Paqe contains dynarnic content ond :nay nol be used vs a source of derivatrvc dassificat:on, 
Dynamic Content - Highest Possible Classification: I (')J Se'.CltE'.'. I ii:91: (I b: I 18f8R!J 

(b)(3) 

(b)(3) 

https:/ 6/2/2016 
~--
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*classification: Iii] 
Action Tille: 2016-02075 - (U) FOIA Case F-2016-00058 APPEAL Search for Records - IBS-S Overview 

From: MOD-Tracker 

To: COMM-IMSO-FOIA-Tracker 

FYI: 

Response: Preliminary 

Response Details: 
0610212016 09:55 MOD will task this out However, we suggest OP& Sas they are the 
keepers of all NRO policy. Additionally, ES keeps all signed NRO documents and may 
have an a copy Submitted by:I I 

Docurnents: 

Status: Preliminary response has been made 

Comments: 
Comments reqt;1red 

whon Replying 

Allachments: Browse/Select mul!iple files, then click [Upload]. 
To attach files to the Action, [Submit] the Action. 

https:/: 
~--
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Page 2 of2 

Note: [Clear only removes the documents that are pending upload. 
Select [Cancel] at the bottom of the Action to prevent attachment of the Uploaded documents 

https:/ 

Uploaded Documents: 

f"or additlonal hl?lp using th!O. 
for technicai ciiffk:ulties, please contBct the 

see the U~er Guide 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY MF:DIA SERVICES CENTER 

YVarning Page contains dyrra1nic content and may not be used as a source of ot,;r1vative cL:iS$if1cation. 

Oynatn!c Content· Highost Possible Classification: T8 F 8E30REFF: 8l'ifl t 
1

fd 8f @~fl 

~---
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Classification: UNCLASSIFIED/~ Lead COMM-IMSO-FOIA-Tracker 
Organization: 

20'16-02075 - (U) FOIA Case F-2016-
Action Title: 00058 APPEAL Search for Records -

IBS-S Overview 
FOii: 

DOii: 

Assigned By: COMM·IMSO-FOIA
Tracker 

POC Date Due: 6/10/2016 (\li!~'c;111mgeJ::illill?lY) 

Assigned To: GED-IART-Tracker 
MOD-IART-T racker 
MOD-Tracker 

FYI: 
(b)(3) 

Description: What needs to be done? 

Comments: 

(U) The IRRG is in receipt of a FOIA request from John Greenwald for "the NRO IBS-S 
Overview, dated 25 July 2006 +/-. COMM was unable to locate the document We are now 
extending the search to MOD and GED. 
(U) Request each directorate conduct a search for the responsive record. Should you 
locate the document, please provide a clean copy to IRRG; reviews, as necessary, will be 
tasked seperalely. IF YOU HAVE EVIDENCE OF DESTRUCTION OF THIS ITEM AS A 
TEMPORARY RECORD, PLEASE PROVIDE ANY DETAILS YOU MAY HAVE 
REGARDING DISPOSITION 
Why it needs lo be done? (U) FOJA law. 

Allachments: 11)1 051241201610:42 FOIA Request .PDF 

- ------------
Created By: on May 24, 2016 at 10:42 AM 

~-------------" 

(b)(3) 

https:~-- 611/2016 
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Status 

Date Due To 
Date Status Response 

Date Attachments Responded 

0611012016 GED-IART- 0512412016 Accepted Final: 05/3112016 0 
Tracker Other 

0611012016 MOD-IART- 0512412016 Replied Preliminary 0610112016 0 
Tracker 

0611012016 MOD-Tracker 0610112016 Pending 0 

I Forwards 
No Subordinate Assignments available. 

Update Status Mo!flfy Action Duplmate Action 

For additional help uslng this tool, please see the User Gulde 
GDr technical dlfficultles, plE:ase contact the MSC Operations Center·· Hot!!ne' 

~--~ 

!JROUGI IT TO YOU BY MEDIA SERVJCES CENTER 

Page 2 of2 

Details 

(;liQ_kJQ 
View 

(b)(3) 

V'Jaf"ninu: Page contatns dynamic co11tent and rnay not be used as a source of derivt5Uvc dasslficati0n 
Oyna1yiic Content - Highest Possible Classification: i OP SCCld!'. I u61?FIE: 'Pl9F'i'Pt' 

(b)(3) 

https:j 
~---

I 
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From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Wednesday, June 29, 2016 9:40 AM 

I I 
Subject: Looking fora document - NRO IBS-S Overview, (approx) 7/25/2006 --

UNCLASSlF!ED/~ 

Classification UNCLASSIFIED/~ 
=========================================~============ 

Good mornin~ 
~--

(b)(3) 

(U) We've been to the program offices we believe might be expected to have this document, with no luck. Even though 
the doc is fairly recent, thought I'd check with you before we deliver a "no records" response. Can you take a look to see 
if you can locate a copy of an "NRO IBS-5 (Integrated Broadcast System-Simplex) Overview" dated+/- July 2006? 

Thanks! 

===============================================-------
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//~ 
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Classification: UNCLASSIFIED/I~ Lead COMM-IMSO-FOIA-Tracker 
Organization: 

2016-02075 (U) FOIA Case F-2016-
Action Title: 00058 APPEAL Search for Records -

IBS-S Overview 

Assigned By: COMM-IMSO-FOIA· 
Tracker 

POC: 

Assigned To: GED-IART-Tracker FYI: 
MOD-IART-Tracker 

Description: What needs to be done? 

FOii: 

DOii: 

Date Due: 6/312016 

(b)(3) 

(U) The IRRG is in receipt of a FOIA request from John Greenwald for "/he NRO IBS-S 
Overview, dated 25 July 2006 +/-. COMM was unable to locate the document We are now 
extending the search to MOD and GED. 

Comments: 

htlps:/ 

(U) Request each directorate conduct a search for the responsive record. Should you 
locate the document, please provide a clean copy to IRRG; reviews. as necessary, will be 
tasked IF YOU HAVE EVIDENCE OF DESTRUCTION OF THIS ITEM AS A 
TEr'1PC)RA.RY RE~'.::Ol'<D. PLEASE PROVIDE ANY DETAILS YOU MAY HAVE 
REGARDING DISPOSITION 
Why it needs to be done? (U) FOIA law, 

Created By on May 24, 2016 at 10:42 AM 

5124120 
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Status 

Date Due Assic1ned To 

06/03/2016 GED-IART
Tracker 

06/03/2016 MOD-IART
Tracker 

No Subordinate 

Date 

0512412016 

05/24/2016 

Status Response Date 
Ke,soo11<1eo 

Pending 

2 

Attachments Details 

0 

0 

Update Status "*'MIMI t:1i+fi111
•
1
•
1 

hltps: 

For add1t1onal help uslng this tool, please see the tJsr;r Guide 
technical ditticu!ties, please contact the MSC Ooerat!ons Center ~ Hot1irv2: 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY MEDIA SERVICES CENTER 
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