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MINUTES OF 
SURVEY APPLICATIONS COORDINATING COMMITTE~ (SACC) 
Thirteentl:l Meeting May 5, 1969 

10:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. - Room 7112 - FOB-6 

Members in Attendance 
N.4.SA .QQ.:Q -Mr. Leonard Jaffe (Presiding) Colonel Lew Allen, Jr., USAF 

Mr. I. Nev·in Palley Mr. Douglas Lord 
Mr. Frank Sullivan Colonel Paul E. Worthman, USAF 

Secretary: F. J. Sweet 

1. Aoproval of Min\ltes - The Minutes of the 12th meeting were approved 
as submitted. The Cotiml.ittee took note that the NASA Position Paper 
(Item 3 of the Minutes) was Withdrawn by the NASA Memb.ers by memorandum 
d~ted 17 June 1968 (B~ 17549/68). 

OLD BUSINESS 

2. Revic:.;r of SACC Actions - The Committee reviewed the c.oordination 
act..:.~:1s stnce its· .last meeting oh 9 May 1968, noting that 114 pieces 
of corresc>c1ndence had been excha:nged in the interim • 

• ~ction: It w~s agreed that a swnmacy of the most important 
actions would be att~ched as an Appendix to these 
Minutes for the infonnation of the M.anned Space 
Flight Policy Committee (MSFPC). 

3.. Status Report on NASA TOP .SECRET Policy Document - The NA.SA Co• 
Ch;.:·1'.'man reported ·that, in draft form,· it had been shown to Center 
Direct:ot-s. Headquarters Program Director.s, and certai.n NASA top ~anage­
ment· peL.•i':nel who have respons~bilities in the Earth Resources P.rogram 
NAS.c: has ··'!:~·iodicafly reviewed the document but has not yet arriv.ed at 
a n .:.io1, :<.~ x;·i1ich the Administrator will sign for distributiono He furtl 
stated t::n.,t there is now sufficient awareness of the constr;iir..t~, that 
NASA hss achieved considerable control, and that there is real control 
over the ·:.;.;SA programs. 

:'l:le DOD Co'"'Chainnan expressed his unhappiness that NASA had not 
iRsued the TOP SECRET guidelines and asked CQl. Worthman to review the 
origins cf the paper. 
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Col. Worthman stated that the MSFPC at its last meeting held consider• 
a paper proposed by NASA to be released (as SECRET) as guidance for the 
NASA Earth Resources Survey Program. The NRO staff had assisted in its 
preparation. (The MSFPC agreed it would have to be TOP SECRET, rewrote 
it, and returned it to NASA.) Col. Worthinan felt tryat the paper should 
again be reviewed at ti:le next MSFPC meeting to detennine if there is 
oU.11 o nood foX" it. · 

The NASA Co-Chainnan stated that it had probably served its purpose 
since it had been read by those who cont.rel the programs. 

Action: The MSFPC Execl,ttive Coordinators will be requested 
to prepare a summary statement of the NASA use of 
TOP SECRET Guide lines for consideration by the 
MSFPC. 

4. Report on NASA Earth Resources Te_chnology Satellite • The NASA 
Co-Cnairman stated that the work statement was 01Jt to industry for 
requests for propos~ls. Ahout three months after bids are received, 
twc or three contracts will be let. Stud.ies will be due about six 
mom:ns after letting of contracts. He requested that the DOD Members 
apprise NASA of any hardware or technoloisy which would be useful in the 
execution or tne ERTS Progra~. 

Tne DOD Co-CnaiI'lllan stated tnat the NRO could give NASA a run-down 
on such items and that the technology could be given in the w4ite. Any 
:.:.lack items would of.course need to Qe discussed within SACC. 

· co·r. Alien stated that he and Mr. Krueger· (NASA SACC staff) were 
working .:ogether to fill the information gap. Some of the NRO work in 
advanced tech110 logy areas of NASA interest have not yet progressed tu 
the poillt oi: NASA usefulness. While the technology in general is not 
classific:d, certain restrictions on its use wolJ,ld have to be obsetveci. 
Tiiere is a strong feelin0 in NRO that r.fcijor ureak•throughs ai;e coming 
i~ ·electronic sensing wherein NASA could assist in the development. 

The NASA Co-Chairm.an felt that the current activity between 
Col. Allen and Mr. Krueger would suffice for the moment. He vo"lunteere• 
an NRO observer status during the NASA evaluation of proposals for 
~R~S if desired, although this might be detrimental to NASA efforts to 
preserve its "no constraints from OOD" image. A principal proble.n in 
the ERTS as he saw it was the processing of the data to be obtained. 

TOP SECRET 
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The DOD Co-Chairman stated he was not asworried about the docurnents 
going out with RFP's as he was about the content of contractor l1·"'P•-'SLils. 
On the matter of data processing, he felt that EXRAND, under COHIRF;X, 
could be 0f assistance. 

Action: The NRO staff will look into the matter of existing 
technology or experience relating to the ERTS da'Ca 
handling problem. 

5. Interpretation of SACC Guidelines - The Commi~tee reviewed the paper 
prep~red by the DOD Members and discussed in general what it was in­
t~nded to accomplish. This was to permit talking abQut higher ground 
resolutions ~s requirements, define limitations in terms of ground 
resolution rather than angular resolution, and proposal to consider 
astronomy experiments outside the scope of the SACC security guidelines • 

. (Ref: BYE 12822-69) 

The DOD Members' concerns were to get SACC involved as early as 
possibie in. review of NASA ERS program planning to prevent duplication 
of hardweire and to share technology. They suggested that adding resolut 
restraints to NASA work statements would prevent contractor overkill.o 

Sur;gested changes to the paper were: clarify the astronomy experi­
mer:;:s e~cemption as non-earth looking; clarify the ground resolution as 
20 '.:·.-=~ters for CU}:"rent programs; add requirement to review NRO rel~ted 
hd".::<lware: a'(ld techniques for contributi,on to NASA needs; att:ach the 
l\.tu0ger~1·Jilliamson definition of resolution to the. paper. 

Action: The NASA Members will prepare a rewrite of the 
paper incorporating the changes above. After 
SACC agreement on final text, it will be sub­
mitted to the MSFPC for approval as an att~~h· 
ment to the current SACC Guidelines. 

6. The i~ASA Members tabled the following information items: 

a. Calendar of forthcoming meetings and symposia of SACC interest. 

Action: Attached to Minutes. 

b. Set of the 1968 Summer Study Reports as finally printed. 

Action: Complete set to be sent to Mr. Palley • 

• fiANDLE VIA BYEM 4r.t 
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c. NASA Planning Steering Group, Planning Panel documentation for 
ERSP and Astronomy. 

Action: The DOD Members have access to these documents 
through t_heir work with the President's Space 
Task Group. 

d. STAC Report, NASA SP-196, "Proceedings of the Winter Study on 
Uses of Manned Space Flight, 1975-19850~ 

Action: Mr. Jaffe advised that the document had been 
released on 17 April 1969 without the changes 
requested by the DOD Members of SACC. The l)OD 
Members requested that the following statement 
appear in the record: "We deplore this unilateral 
release of a doc'ln'!lent for publication without 
regard to DOD recorranendations. The MSFPC is the 
proper and agreed-to agency to hear any disagree­
ment over document review •. The DOD Members will 
expect all future exceptions to SACC fi~dings to 
be reviewed in the MSFPC. 11 

e. The NASA Co-Chairman informed the Committee that there has 
been a considerable blast from the scientific community on the handling 
of the Summer Study Panel Report on Geodesy and Cartography. 

7. Next meeting at the call of the Co-Chairmen. 

6. Adjobrned: 11:45 a.m. 

Attach1Ilents 
as stated 

liANo:...:::: VIA BYEMAN 
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.. ..--.YFlo'yd J. Sweet 
c: , Secretary 
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May 21, 1969 

SUMMARY OF MAJOR SACC COORDINATION ACTIVITIES 
9 May 1968 to 12 May 1969 

l~ UN Vienna Conference 

Pourt~en u.s~ papers that had SACC connotations were edited by NASA 
an<i t;,h~n cleared with a DOD SACC representative. 

2. Spac.e Arplica tions Summer Study 

Voiume 7 of the 1967 Summer Study was jointly determined by NASA and 
DOD SACC members to be. sensitive; an interim classification of SECRET 
.was assigned and speCi.:l 1 contra ls were imposed. All VO lur:ies, inc ludihg 
Volume 7 (now Voi. 13), of the 1967 and !968 Summer Study h:we c"P~eivcd 

SACC appr6Yal and have been released for printiqg and distribution. 

3. Aerospace Daily Article 

OOD brought: to NASA's attention the report of Dr. Hess's remarks at 
a press conference at :MSC. At DOD' s reqU:e$t, NASA supp lied a chronology 
of. events and NASA actions (including a memorandum for the record by 
Dr. HGss) to the NRO for their use. 

4. vn)it_e Guidelines 

A '!OP SECRET version 0£ the NSAM 156 policy was developed by NASA 
and conc;urred in by the DOD for use in briefing senior N/l.SA.official,s. 
This TOP SECRET policy has not been fonna1ly implemented within NASA. 
Decision on implement<?tion is an open item for NASA. 

5. ERTS 

The DOD SACC me.mbers were kept infonned on· the status of project 
planning, interna 1 and externa 1 discussion's,. and budget· positions. ·The 
tech~1cal project descriptipn ahd cla~sifl~~ staff paper were provided 
for oon· .review to permit any i$$ues to be raised prior to .the fina 1 
FY 1970 budget decisiops; r)O objections were noted~ The final work 
statement has now been approve.cl· by SACC for. release. 

6. ~I?,9 J:lo }Hssions 6 and 7 

P~ 1~s for obtaining space photogr~pby of the earth were coordinRtcd 
with the DOD SACC members; Mr. T~dwell, Ch~irman, COMIREX; and with 

HANDLE VIA BY~MAN 
CONTROL SYSTEM ONLV 

Approved for Release: 2016/12/06 C05097271 

Attachment l 



(Approved for Release: 2016/12/06 C05097271 (\ 

'!!' . 

.... -: 

}1r. Jcsi::u? in the Executive Office.· Photographic performance data were 
submitted to the DOD members for both missions af?.d · we·r~ determined to 
be within guidelines. 

Proccclurcs for ·the post ":11ission ·review of the ~p~·cc photography werE 
est.::blishcd by MSC and NASA Hea<lquartets and. were coordinated with the 
IX'D S,\CC mctnb~rs and Mr. Tidwo 11. Inter<igcncy r.evicws of this photograpr 
were ;iccomp lishcd and in each ce1s.e all the phcitography was approved in 
writing by the team_ leader for NASA release. . · '· · · 

Queries to the NASA Office of Public Affairs from UPI and AVIATION 
WEEK regarding the pos,t mission review of space imagery on Apollo 7 wete 
received and the Response to Queries developed was coordin~ted with the 
IND SACG members and Mr. Tidwell. An article in AVIATION WEJ::K alleged 
that NASA was holding Apollo 7 photography from release. this Rrticlc 
has precipitated similar articles in the world press. 

7. Apoll0 7 Concµrrent U-2 Photography 

Photographic coverage of selected NASA test sites in the Southwest 
was obt<iined <luring the Apollo 7 mission for comparison with NASA air• 
cr.nft and sp.:icccraft acquired ir.1agery. Steps are underway to arrange fo'. 
usefu 1 dissemination of the data. DOD SACC members were apprised of thi: 
activity. 

8. Apollo 8 

NASA's plans to carry on 250rnm and a 120mm focal length lens on the 
lunal:' orbital mission in addition to the usual 80mm focal length lens 
have been coordinated with the DOD SACC members and with Mr. Tidwell; 
the guidelines were determined not to apply to lunar photography in this 
case. 

9. DOD Astronomy Position 

DOD has infonned NASA that the current astronomical satellites are 
not considered <is sensitive in terms of reconnaissance technology or 
optical perfonnance as long as they remai9 dedicated to astronomy; NASA 
wi 11 brief DOD SACC members on the Astronomy program. 

10. DOD Sync_hrnnous Meteciro logical Posi_tion 

DOD has informed NASA that they have no objections to meteotologica 
photography from synchronous altitude with systems of higher resolution 
than defined in the guidelines. 
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NASA iws undertaken to keep DuD infonned in advance of plans for 
!;uc!1 rni.s:~i.<'n';; it was recommended NASA prepare a policy pnpet for HSFPC 
considctntion to formalize present accepted practices. , 

11. ATS-D 
~.;:::;t 

When A'tS-D mn lfunctioncd and the poss'l.bi lity of high-resolut ictn 
cart;h ~inn;>.~ry f.rom low orbit arose, NASA took steps to assure that any 
sueh imaRery would be held fol' revi.ew pl'tor ~~ rel.eafHll and that.; at;t;:.gmptn · 
to operate the system were not publicized. DOD concurred in the approach 
and implement~tion. 

12. NAS/NRC.Committce on Remote Sensing 

The NAS/NRC reque$t for financial support of this committee was 
discussed with DOD and support has been limited to those activities 
m~ttua lly <lgreeab le to NASA and DO)). · DDR&E action was forw<i rdcd to SACC 
for infornwtion. 

13. U-2 Flight Test 

1)\)0 Si\CC mc1i1bcrs are looking into the possibi Uty that the RCA RBV 
will be t<>~ted ;it high altitude in time for the results to be of 
signi£ic~ncc to NASA. 

14. Lockh·~ed Antenna 

. IX>D h<'I:.> requested ~AS/:\ to provide ari appropriate inte.rf:1cr' h1•tw('f"n 
Fairchild-Hiller anc:l Lockheed on the question c:>f the space h i~Ln ry n f 

• the dep loy<Jb le Lockheed antenna being considered as an element 11; ti·,,• 
Fairchild-Hiller proposal for AT~ F and G. 

15 ~ GSF.C .ERTS. F~asi~ility Study 

Thi.s study, classified SECRET, was provided upon request to a 
Congressional s'taff member. Action has been completed within SACC fot 
the deciassificati<>n of this report. 

16. . . . . . ' 
Planning .Research Cozyoration Repo.rts. 

A suspected b~each of security by Plan11ing Research Corporation \'h 

a NASA ~ontract was resolved by SACC • 

. TOP SECRET 
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List of Future Meeting 1 s ~:hd Sympos_il..li:ls (as o f Hay 19 6 9 ) 

EHrth Rcsout~cs Satellites ) 
Commi ttcc CJn Water Resources Rcl!H11ai:-ch) 
Meeting - EOB ) 

Spacecraft Oceanography ) 

datQ to be 
selected 

Southeastern Fisheries Association) June 14, 1969 
Tax;npa, Florida ) 

The Practical Applications of 
Space Technology to Our Problem.s 
on Earth. 
Combined Kiwanis Clubs 
Ottowa, Canada 

) 
Here) 

) 
) 

June 6, 1969 
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AGENDA 
13TR SACC MEETING 

12.. MAY 1969 
1000 .. 1200 HRS. FOB•6 

1. Approval of minutes of 12th meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS . 
2. Review of coordination items since last meet~ng. 

3. Status report by NASA oil development of a TOP 
SECRET policy document. 

4. Report on NASA Eartti Resources Technology Satellite 
(ERTS-A and B) and request for any contributing DOD 
technology. 

• NEW BUSINESS 
s. ·consideration of paper prepared by the DOD Members 

on interpretation of SACC Guidelines. 

6. Information ltemeo ... -·- ..... 

0 
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List of Future Meeting's and SYffip.osiums (as of May 1969) 

Earth Resources Satellites ) 
CoilJn)ittee on Water Resources Research) date to be 
Meeting - EOB ) selected 

Spacecraft Oceanography ) 
Southeastern \l'isheriee Association) June 14, 1969 . 
Tampa, Florida ) 

The Practical Applications of 
Space Technology to Our Problems 
on Earth. 
Combined Kiwanis Clubs 
Ottowa, Canada 

) 
Here) 

) 
) 

\ 

June 6, l,.969 
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