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THE NRO STAFF 14 June 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. McLUCAS 

SUBJECT: 20 May 1972 GAMBIT Failure - Contingency Action 

This is for your in fo nnat ion . 

By TWX trom SAFSP dated 9 June 1972 (Tab A) we were 
advi:sed the subject GAMBIT could have decayed ina 26 nm 
wide corridor beginnihg off the SouthEast coast of 

·~I ~~~~~~_ (b)( 1 ) 
(b)(3) 

GAMBIT· 
!I.AI'DLEVIA 

. BYEMAN 
CONTROL SYSTEM 

·Consequent to receipt of the aforementioned informc:ition 
the ICPC Secretaric:it met on 13 June 1972 and decided to 
advise State, CIA, DIA and NASA of the probable impact areas 
and ask their Agencies to request their appropriate elements 
to determine if there have been reports of spacecraft debris 
sighting in the corridor and so advise the NRO (Tab B). 

The ICPC Secretariat also decided to infonn the IGPC 
Working Group of the reported impact area of the subject -
GAM:BIT, the . actions taken in Tab B as well as to notify theI)1 
that the NRP Satellite Con1;ingency Pl8,n would be implemented 
if it became necessary (Tab C). 
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SEe RET 0923302 JUM 72 CITE CHARGE 3195. 
PRIORITY ~tGi WAHOO 
G\MB IT ~"-----_~_ 
Wit ~ FOR .0. 8RAC3LRN. 'fAHOD FOR C. VURPHY. F'ROV 
L. w. RO~E:~TS. SU8..£CT: ~:33; .1l..!?ACT A~l~S. 
\ THE PRELt~INARY A~JLYSIS OF ~ISSIC~FAILURE TO 
JCHIEVE OQ31T :HS RE?CRTEO IN A E~OAD OCE:A~~.REA IN 
~E . 
[[CREES. 80TH TiJE CO~TRACTCR A~:J AEROS? AC 'JI'e,. 
CHA~GEO TO PERF'OR~f CO~~CLra~PH, BUT I !,jOE?E1fnE~H. 
lITAILED 1~?ACT'\~iALYSISo THESE STUDIESI~NCLVED HlJMER
OUS RE-E~TRY R~~S IN ~HICH THE INjECTIC~ VECTOR PARA- . 
I£TERS HAD TO BE PE~TL.~EED miE-Sr-O\lE. 60TH STUDIES 
~VE JtJ'ST' BEE:~ CO:..1PLETEO AND YIELDED THE fOlLO'HI NG 
Q')NSISTENT RESll.TSs CA) THE MOST PROBAElE IMPACT 

~GE'2 CHARGE 3195 SEe ~ E T 
POINT lsi lAND 
(B) THE T:;-;-;HR~E;;-;.E;-~~~~R=T='=8=E=O-----F"'O-"OT""Pc..-R"1 N'"""T'----'--', S------A --"2~6 N.M. 

R F'ROMTO ~~g?nff if ~ !\ 
~~.~.a._ 

, THE ABOVE I Nf'CRY,HI ON HAS IILSO BEEN PRovfoEO TO ~~.~~ ~ f\~' 
STElLHIG IN AN ATTE~PT TO DETERMINE IF ANY ELINTr '3~£ \~,1 ~;~·~·t.JJiRh 

~NSORl''\Y HAVE: DETECTED ANY SIGNATURES RELATED --. . . 

~
. THE VEHI CLE RE-ErlTRV/I M?ACT.. . ~0~H~~LSYSTtM 
. ' THIS REPORT 'tILL BE uPDATED SHOOLD ANY NEI INFORJdA ... 

. ION BECOME AVAILABLE. '. . . 
SEeR'T 
SC 
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CO.N.TRO.l SYSTUI 

THE NRO STAFF 13 June 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE'INTERDEPARTMENTAL CONTINGENCY PLANNING 
COMMITTEE (ICPC) WORKING GROUP 

SUBJECT: GAMBIT 

The following message has been transmitted to the BCDs 
of the State Department, DIA, CIA and NASA. This data is 
provided for your information at this time. In the·· event 
it becomes necessary to implement the NRP Satellite 
Contingency Plan, BYE-128l6-7l, you will be notified. 

IIAnalysis of available data regarding the failure 
of the GAMBIT Mission of 20 May 1972 to achieve orbit indi
cates that debri~ from the spacecraft may have fallen along 

It is requested that you advise concerned subordi
nate elements ~o report any information relative to the 
sighting or reporting of the entry of space debris as 
sp.ecified in paragraph 3. 

Inquiries outside the BYEMAN system can include 
the following information at the SECRET level: 

. 
"A classified 0. S. spacecraft launched 20 May 

1972 failed to achieve orbit. Indications are that debris 

(b)( 1 ) 
(b)(3) 

(b)( 1 ) 
(b)(3) 

I Request any informat.io8~~y receive 
GAMBIT'------------- . '\NO~\C\~····· $5-3 .. _ 

COMTIIOI,NO BYE-12880-72 

::::~ff :: . 2 . c::~:: 
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or have received concerning the sighting or reporting of 
the entry of space debris during the time frame 20 May 
72 to pre$ent. No reference to U. S. satellite operations 
should be made at the unclassified level". 

Please submit any reports to the NRO as soon after 
received as possible." 

Attachment 
Membership List 
BYE-l2880-72 
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ICPC WORKING.GROUP 

Mr. Roscoe C. Lewis 
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