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- MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Visit to Congressman Mark Andrews .

At the request of SAFLL I accompanied a group to
Congressman Mark Andrews' office on May 18. The purpose
of the meeting was to advise Congressman Andrews as to
the origin of two items of space debris which had been
recovered on a North Dakota farm. Several objects had
fallen onto North Dakota soil over a 50 mile track some-
time between April 10 and April 15. Two items were sent
directly to the Congressman by one of the farmers with
the understanding that the farmer would be assured of being
able to retain possession following the conclusion of any
necessary investigations.

: The other) members of the party included Major Gordon
Hamley, SAFLL, Mr. Ed Butler and Captain Serge Chernay,
both of FTD and Captain Mike Heininger, SAFOI.

In M¥. Andrews' office it was ascertained by the FID
people that the two objects, both cold gas spheres, one
about 53 inches in circumference and the other about 18
inches in circumference, were of U. S. origin. Congressman
Andrews was interested in obtaining information about the
nature of the spacecraft so that he could satisfactorily
respond to his constituents. Although this event had not
received wire-service coverage, the local papers have been
giving it much attention. A Fargo, N. D. article is
attached. '
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Mr. Andrews has been briefed on our program as a
member of the House Appropriations Committee. The Committee
Staff Chairman was contacted informally by the NRO Staff
prior to our visit and apprised of the fact that the mission
of the spacecraft, if it were of U.S. origin, was likely a
sensitive one. Mr. Andrews apparently took this fact into
account for he stated that his desires were not to impinge
on any classified areas but, by the same token, was in a

" position where he had to prov1de hls,constltuents as much
“information as possible.

After FTD had stated with high assurance that the
spheres were indeed of U.S., origin and following a brief
picture taking session of Congressman Andrews, his staff
and the spheres, Congressman Andrews asked me, off to the
‘'side, if I would be able to provide him with a briefing on.
‘the nature of the mission. I offered to provide him a
broad description of the mission in private. After excusing
the others from the room Congressman Andrews and I discussed
broadly the nature of the photographic mission from which we
suspect the spheres emanated. We are fairly certain since
the spheres are of U,S. origin that they come from CORONA
Mission 1114. That mission was launched on March 24 and was
tracked in decay by NORAD on April 12. It was predicted to
impact in northern Canada. Congressman Andrews expressed
an appreciation for protecting the nature of our program and
stated that he understood the difficulty encountered in
responding to his request. I offered to provide him with
as much information as possible about the Agena vehicle and
assured him that we would respond to his request with all
possible haste. ' :

During the course of our informal conversation, he
" let it be known that he was extremely sympathetic to the
military having attended West Point himself. He confided
that his real problem was one of pacifying his opposition
in North Dakota so as not to undermine his support of the
SAFEGUARD program for the North Dakota area.
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I candidly expressed to him in private that occurrences
of this nature are infrequent but that they are also finitely
probable and with this system in particular there was no
practical way to eliminate inadvertent failure to burn up
upon re-entry. He expressed his understanding of this
situation. I went on to explain that this particular program
was coming to a close and that other similarly oriented mission
vehicles are not quite as uncontrolled in terms of re-entry
characteristics as is this vehlcle

In suimary of our private conversation, I found
Congressman Andrews to be extremely appreciative of the
sensitivity of the situation and, on the surface, extremely
supportive of our efforts and of the need to protect the
secrecy of the reconnaissance activity.

Subsequent to the visit to Mr. Andrews' office, I
agreed with SAFLL that we would provide the requested

‘information through their channels to the Congressman.

In summary, this situation could have been an extremely
ticklish one if Congressman Andrews had not been already
briefed on the program. However, as it turned out, I feel
that it was a highly satisfactory meeting,valthOugh somewhat
like a Max Sennett comedy with the experts using the
Congressman s office as a Metals Laboratory and the attempts
at "overplaying' the 51tuatlon by SAFLL and the Congressman's
administrative staff.

I have contacted SAFSP to enlist their aid in supple-
menting our Unclassified Agena data in order to assist in the
formulation of the paper for Mr. Andrews.

Hw‘* CHte
HAROLD S. COYLE, JR.
Major, USAF

1 Attachment

.Newspaper Article
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" Each is 53 inchesin_ c1rcumference - about two times
mgare thana basketball's outside measurement ‘éven. more :
plumewise — and each has ﬂttlngs indicating its use was to -
contain a’ as or hqmd at’ One time, Both welgh in excess of.

: The ottom — or top ~ of one has a flve-lnch diameter
ole wtth

_»;uneven; edges giving an. appearance that. sufficient

the area surroundmg the mtact threaded ﬁttmg opposne ‘the -
‘holé:. About -a_two-inch long Section.of broken ' 'pipe 3 to 'Y
inch in dlameter extends outside the ball from the flttlng

L The ‘half With the burned out holé has two breaks in it.
'Neither break shows any. sigr -of heat- hke the inside. and

e rrant flight!

erg re about as many guesses as there are people : - Did the. objec;s fall aw y
ound her 'mﬂ_1tary plane?

Alrport Fargo, and an ofﬁcer at Malmstrom A1r Forcé Base |
“at:Great Falls, Mont.,say military craft have hydraulic and |
- '0Xygen equment sirmlar to the‘balls But they discard the
idea that the: sphe
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“1f-something like that: 1eft ar aif crl
+ hell know it," said Lt Col.

X 80! g e
you would have to tear °the plane apart,”
And there have been no known &mlm

"knowledge thatv"
‘ ve work

Ronald Brummond brought the'first ballto tawn
‘He saxd hig- son, Corwin, 19, noticed the ball’ lying in
°1 field he was working on April 20. - ' 5
e Many persons stopped to’ examin i’t' and offer possible Lo

‘Ruhn's Farx;l Supply store. Doubters §n
X that it could have come from oute_r Spa

‘,Ml hel' brought ina ?second one on Apru 2.
« { ‘The Brummopd farm, peari Crete, N.D
farm, east- Qakes ‘are about ‘nine air mﬂes apart ‘Th

‘-‘;-‘Then pvhen his: mother Mrs. Francis Michel, told him |.
about a strange ‘metal ball being found near Crete, he went | .
back: ;o the field and hauled 1t"b__ack to his farmhouse S

- 1mbedded in_the soil elther.

- Both: farmers ‘belleve ,th
durlng the winter months Ui
Brumrnond assumes that his

his may have. landed in a snowbank, .
{1 "Wouldn't it have made quite ' it had - :
roof ‘of the houise?"" Michel said.; 5 : - PR
“The mystery of the sphees -has deepened to the pomt“‘:, '
_ that Jnquiries have been made- of government military ‘and ¢
5 space program ofhcials m search oP a sdre-fn‘e emlanaﬁon o
) of thelr origin, - T : o

Brummonds at’ Ruhn's Fann Supply and M”lchel's at th
Oakes Tunes, the weekly newspaper T T
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