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Hi) NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
! WASHINGTON, D.C. ' 

THE NRO STAFF 25 October 1972 

MEMORANDl.JM FOR DR. McLUCAS 

SUBJECT: Recovery of Space Objects 

At the right is a message from Col Parrish and Dr. Walt 
Leverton relaying Dr. Leverton's'findings on return of space 
obj ects during his recent trip I I It is our opinion, 
affirmed by General Allen, that this is indeed debris from 
GAMBIT Mission 4335. 
-:'-.. 

Under .the United Nations conventions we as ,the launching 
state are entitled to recover reentered space debris. For 
that reason and because We are sure this is one of our recon
naissance satellites we wish to gain custody of the recovered 
materials. At the ·same time we would like to look further to 
see if there is any debris which I Ihave not recovered. 
We propose the folloWing plan of action. 

We will contact an appropriatel 
'---;;;c--____ :=--__ ~--~Ione who~h.-a-s-a-----.T .. A~L .. E=NT~~K,.E'"YH .. ' ...,O'"'LC?E.-------.-J 
clearance. We can detennine who to'see through our CIA con-
tacts. We will approach I I explain to him our 
6b·ective and ask his support. We will probably arrange for 

resentl to the Aerospace Corp~ 
oration We would 
ask him to head an effort to recover additional deb:r:-is,not 
already identified. 

We would like to hand1ethi,s whole affair at a very low 
level and do not propose to involve the ICPC at this stage of 
the game. Unless there are objections we will proceed with 
this approach. 
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m lOR ITY "HI G 
G\MB IT II£XA GO~' 
fOR SOl a~AD2LRN FROM COL PARRISH 
f£r AUTOSEVOCOM COtNERSA TI ON OF YESTERDAY THE 
FOLLOOING INFORMATION IS SU3~.!ITTEO IN ACCORDANCE 
M TH Yorn REQUE$T OF' OR LEVERTON CONCERN I NG THE 
£flAILS OF THE RECOVERY INCI DENTI I· 

1 1 .. . 

QUOTE. DlfllNG THE ~:EEt( Of" OCTOBER 16-19 I WAS 
VIS IT I NG THEI 
CO ~1'i R .a. CT CR S ':-:1 N-=--=-C~O ~-:-:-:N::;:tC=-:;T;-;-1 ~CN~W-:-:IT;:-:-H~n-:::1E:--:-:A E=R~O=S?~A--=-CE;;;-C·---
CORPORA TI o~~· S R OlE Hi TH~ 1 C O~,~.W~lI C A TI ONS 
SUEU HE PROGR.\~. I H~.V[ TWO MTS PERMANENTLY 
STATIONEOI . ION THAT 

PAGE'2 cH.~RGE 57117 5 E eM! T 
FROGRAM. ONE Of TP£M, IRVING RZEPN1CK, TOLD w.r It. 
OjNflDENCE THAT HE HAD BEEN SHeaN SOME MATERIAL 
flilCHI IHAD rOUND IN 1 

EARLIE~ THIS YEAR (RZEPNICK fOR~[RLY WAS ASSIGNED 
TO Tt-[ HEX.~GO~ PROC-RAM OfFICE AT AEROS?ACD. 
RZEPNICI( ASKED ME IF I. WOU TO SEE THE MATERIAL 
~~o I STATED THAT I WOULO. ARRANG~D 
rm us TO VISIT THE 

1 1 RZEPNICK AND I WERE SHOWN T 
VATERIALS WHICH WERt QUITE OPE~~Y DISPLAYED IN TWO 
(f THE lABORATORIES THERE. THE RECOVERED MATERIALS 
CONSIST OF THREE ITEMS& (1) A SPHERICAL TITANIVM 
fRESSlRE VESSEL APPROXIMATELY 12.3 INCHES IN DIAMETER 
A'iD It. WALL THICKNESS APPROXIMATELY C.2 INCHES. THIS 
9>HER I CAL CONT A I NERWAS IN QU ITE GOon CONOI TI ON 
EXCEPT fOR ONE HOLE APPROXIMATELY FIVE INCHES IN 
DIAMETER. THE SPHERE WE1GHED I.PPROXIMATELY15 
FOUNDS. (2) A QUANTITY Of GLAS·) IN VARIOUS SIZE PIECES 
RANGING FRO~ FI STTO THUMB '51 ZE.THESE. PI EeES READilY 
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PAGE 3 CHARGE 574 7 5 E eRE T 
flTTED TOGETHER TO MAKE A PIE SHAPED SECTION fR6M-A'I~ ;,"'1 P~,~~"~~N<' 
CIRCt:tAR PLATE. APPROXIMATELY 10 INCHES OF TrE '0 ••• 1 C;;:': 
frRI PHtRY Of THE CI RCLEWAS REPRESENTED. THEY HAD ,2}'-::t:'L E,;1.:,_' .. r:,~,',.~-,'7",--
ESTAElISHEO THAT THE COMPLETE CIRCLE HAD BEEN . 
JPPR OX I MATELY 38 INCHES IN D I A~;E TER.. THERE WAS NO 
£YIO[NCE Of MELT ING OR EROSION OF'THE GLASS. THE 

,nRST 1-112 tNCHES HJ1IARO FROM THE CIRCUMfERENCE 
'VIAS APPROXIMATELY 0:-[ INCH THICK. F'ROMTHAT 

FOINT TOWARD THE CENTER OF THE PLATE THE 'THICKNESS 
STEPPE!) UP TO 1.8· INCHES, AND THERE WAS ClEAR 
EVIDENCE OF AN EGG CR ATE WEBB STRUCTURE ON 'THE 
QJOTE BACK SIDE UNQUOTE. THE P I left Of THE WEBBS 
~S 2-112 INCHES AND THE. THICKNESS OF' THE WEBBED 
~t&.TERrAL APPROXIMATELY 3 SLANT 16 INCHES (THEY 
GWE ME TWO SHALL SAMPLES Of THE GlASSWrllCH I 
~VE HJ SAfEKEEPING). (2) A BADLY BURNED ASSEMBLAGE 
~ WHAT APPEARED TO BE CIRCUIT BOARDS WITH A NUMBER 
(f DISCRETE COMPONENTS ATTACHED. AT LEAST ONE Of 
THESE WAS A RELAY I N A TRANSI STORCAN. THEY HAD 
CPENEO ANOTHER TRANStST~ CAN AND FOUND IT TO 
CONTAI,N AN INTEGRATEOCIRCUI T ONAS IUCON CHIP. 

PAGE _ CHARGE 5747 ~ E eRE I 
THOSE COMPONENTS WHI eH HAD LEGt BlE MARKI NGS WERE 
(f U. S. f,(MWF'ACTLRE, AND THERE ?iERE SOME 
CONNECT IONS MAGE BY THE WIRE tRAP TECHNr"-'-I=-==-,,---------, 

uaSEQUENT SEARCH AND INTERVIEW 
~O:=C=OV=E-=-=RE=D----:T=H=E----:Gl:-:-'ASS MATER fAL AP?R OX I MA TEL Y ONE 
MILE SOUTH AND EAST FROM THE LOCATION OF THE 
9'HERE. THE ELECTRONICS MATERIAL WAS LOCATED 8 
TO 10 MILES SOUTH AND EAST FROM THE SPHERE ( I HAVE 
A MAP SHOWING HE LOCATION Of THESE flNOS)~ onE 

PAGE 5 CHARGE 51),'1 SEe ft f: T 
f!F THE I NO IV JOUALS I NTtRV r EVJED HAD BEEN OFfiCIATING 
AlA fOOTBAll GAME ON MAY 20 AND HEARD A WHISTLING 
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SOUl'.ll AND SAW S()lt OBJECT APPEAR TO LAND U4 AN 
roJACENT GARDEN AND HAD GONE OVER TO· lOOK FOR THE 
C6JECT AND FOUND NOTHI NG. 1T TIJiNEO OUT THAT THE 

i~A~l~~'E~:H~~ES~~~Sf~~~O~~B~EFi~l~s~~~~C~~lT T~HE·;:]!.E t7j j:J} " 
S'HERE I NDEED I MIl ACTED ON MAY 20. AS YaU KNOt THAT 
rolNCIDES WITH THE LAUNCH Of GAMBIINO. 35 IN WHICH 
frIE AGENA ATTlTlDE SYSH)t FAILED .. THE MOST PROBABLE 
Il.!PACT POINT FOR VEHICLE NO. 35 HAS BEEN ESTA6USHEO . 

. rtf Tf£lo:nRAcToR TO BE IN THE SOUTHERN PORTION or 
I _ A PRO£CT ION or ITS FLI GHT PATH WOULD HAVE 

TAKEN IT OVER THE APPROX I MATE AREA WHERE THESE 
M\TERIALS WERE RECOVERED • 

. IT SEEl,IS QUITE CLEAR THAT THE lIT M~I UM SPHERE 
~O TI£ GLASS MATERIAL ARE PORTlONSOr VEHICLE NO. 35. 
IT IS ALSO HI GHl Y PROaABLETHAT THE ELECTRON J CS 
MHERIAL IS Of THE SAME ORIGIN. SIGHED W.F. LEVERTON, 
teT.24. 1972, UNQUOTE. 

PAGE 6 CHARGE 5747. S [ eRE T 
IT IS DR lEVERTOWS·THOUGH THAT THIS INCIDENT 

ms NOT BEEN PASSED THROUGH PROPER CHANNELS IN 
I IHE EX?RESSEO FEAR CONCERNI NS 
CETT ING OTk'ERi1JSE COOPERATIVE PEOPLE I NTOTROUBLE 
CQNCER'iING THIS INCIDENT; HOWEVER, THE DIPLOMACY 
(f' THIS MATTER CERTAINLY MUST BE LEfT TO HIGHER 
AUTHORITY, 
E-2 IMPOET 
SESRET 
(f 
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