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REF: A. TELECON, L_____ ______ ~ 15 JUL 80 
B. ETHtR 0411, 3 JUL 80 

. C. BISON 6922, 8 JUL 80 
1. BISON tONCUKS WITH ETH~k'S POSITION ON THE ESSENIIALITY OF 
CQl,,.-'l::.RHW A M!::.TRIC CALI BRA fION RAt4GE SUCH AS Hit:. ONl::. IN THC:: 

14 00064703D 
. --.-=-_.....,_-----.; • 

. ' 

11-·~ 

SOUKHW~ST U.S. AS PART OF THI:. DAnON M~TRIC EXPERIMt.NI (REF B, 
PARA 1] Wt: HAVt: TAKlN ETHER'S REOUIR£M~r,1s TO NASAJ NASA ANU BISON 
ARE IN THI:. PROCESS OF DElJt.LOPING A COMPATIBLE FLIGHf PLAtJ. 
2. BISON HAS IN I flWED TO- ~(1::.£P E fHt:R IN!-"ORMl:::IJ OF TH!:: EVOLU fIN OF THt. 
FLIGHT PLA~ THKOUGH REGULAR MEiTINGS.OF THt: DAMON Mt.fRIC EX~£RIM~Nf 
WORKING GROUP CREF CJ, TH~ FIRST OF WHICH IS SCHiDULED FOR 30 JUL 80 
ATI I . 
3. TH!:. CUKRENf SITUATION IS AS FOLLOWS. BISON HAS NOTIFIED BOTH 
NASA HQ AND JSC OF DAMON REQUIREMENTS, INCLUUING THOS£ FOR THE 
METRIC EXPERIM~Nf WHICH INCLUU~ A MINIMUM INCLINATION OF 35 DEGREES --
TO ACCESS THE U.S. M~TRIC RA~GE. 

A. NASA HAS ASSIGNt.D DAMON TO OFT-4, THt EA~LlEST FLIGHT 
WHICH MAY Mt.ET , DAMON REQUIREMt:N I'S. ON OFT-4, TRAUES AKE REQUIRED. ----
BETW~tN INCLINATION ANU PAYLOAD CARR1ING CAPABILITY~ INCLUUING 
NASA'S FL IGH f TEST -HARDWARE. THI:.. TKADE STUIJIES AKE UtWERWAY Al 
JSC Arm BISON; SU!:1STANIIAL RESULTS AKE NOT EXPECTEO BEFORE.THI:. ENU 
OF AUGUST. .. . 

B. SH6ULD ANY CONIINGENCY PRECLUuE M~~rING MINIMUM DAMON 
OBJECTIVES ON OFT-4, INCLUDING A SUCCESSFUL Mt.TRIC ExPERIMt.Nt, NASA 
AND TH~ NRO MUST ESTABLISH A Nt:.W FLIGHI ASSIGNMt:Nf, PROBABLY SIX· 
~ONfHS l~TER; I.E. "INT~~ OCTOB~K 198~ TIM~ FRAM!:..·. · , · 
4 .. SOM.t llNCERTAINIY IN FLIGHf PERFORMANCE OF THt. STS WILL PEt<SIST 
UNTIL THE 61S PROGRAM PASSES ITS EARLY FLIGHf MILESTONt.~, DUKING 
lHIS PERIOD, STS FLIGHf PERFORMANCE, DAMON FLIGHf ASSIGNMENT, ~NU - -~-~ 
TH~ IMPACT ON MEETING DAMON MISSION OBJECTIV~S WILL BE A SU8JECT OF~- -
CONSTAN f STUUY. AND PLAt-WING:. ·e ISON WILL Kt:.EP ETHt:R INFORMt.0 THHOUGH 
THE WORKING GROU~ tHKOUPHOUfiTBis PROCESS. UHt.N DAMON FLIE$i 1r- .. 
WILL BE ON A FLIGHr PLAN THAL BEST M~ETS MISSION OBJECTIVES AS·· . 

---_JUDGED BYL__ __ ~ ETHt.fL A°'Wj 'BISON. I BELIEVt. THAT UI::. CAN BEST . - .,,., 
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PREPARE TO M£Ef OUk HUfUAL OBJECTIVES FOR DAMON BY ENSUKltW THAf 
ALL FLIGHf HARDWARE IS AVAILABLE FOR FLIGHf, FULLY INfEGRAfED ANU 
TEST~O, IN APRIL 1982. THIS WILL INSUKE COMPAfIBILITY WITH STS'S 
ABILITY TO PROVIDE A SUITABLE FLIGHf. RECOMM~NU YOU PROCEED TO 
PROCURE ETH~R'S PORTION OF THE NtEOED HARDWARE ON TH~ SCH~UULE 

.. NtCESSARi TO SU~PORT TH~ APRIL 1982 AVAILABILITY DAIE. 
REVW 15 JUL 00 . . 
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