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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 2S. D.C. 

14' June 1963 , \ 

MEM9RANDUM,FOB.: The Deputy Secretary of Defense 

SUBJECT 

REFERENCE 

Covert Satellite 

: Memorandum lor DDNRO from Deputy 
'Secretary of Defense. same sUbject, dated 
1 June 1963 (BYE-6729-63)· 

1. Your referenced memorandum indicated that I had 
s!ated that the 5412 Group had assigned to CIA the responsibility for 
tt"'le development of a covert satellite. I believe your source of .• 
this ir.formation must have been misinformed for I am sure I have 

. at no time stated that 'the 5412 Group 'xna.de this assignment. I know 
perfectly well th •. it: the 5412 Group is not the responsible organiza.tion 

. to tnake such an affsignment,. and thereforfJ, I am certain,that I ~ve 
been misquoted. 

2. In ·connection with our discussions on the F'Y 164 
NRO budget, I was informed by Mr. McCone tha.t. you had rea.ched 
So decision to place this item in the CIA budget. Since, t;:lat time the 
CL:\ has been conducting preliminary studies and discussions . with 
a f.ewcontractors on a no expense, but highl,. "Clare baals:wit .. a 
view towa~d i:;:".it~,:,.ting work in .this' :a'M&.::ili·, the. Dear ·future •. ~I\rb81ieve, 
tl"lcrefo::e, tJ:l~t it viou1~ be very ti..-,·" tor J'I-4otat .. · •. otiDI' betweeD 

. DOD, CLA.. and the N .... -\.v in order to:~:''la'jltt..A.8decisi~L. on tbe.;.aq·1 ••• Dn t 
of ·resp~,:::.sibili . .;y in this ar'ea. S~~lce the .a;Jor ~.~ecti v." Of.;,,8UCb a 
iro~;p:a,·n.ts .... ;. .. \l-ly covert acth·i-ty •• ·,·It "'l·l.!J •• ·::·:.~·J.U~~ .a .. , ~isc_" •• lloD8 of 
~'le subj actelbuld be lilrtted ···:·to. a·~::Str.1:e~l~j!.:JDlLeNL~ ..baus to 
:_...:Jl.·v;du.·' .. ':.:' .... ··'\'!!>~·-e-·a' ' ... ;,.,.,:~':'''''''''' 1'''';''';'0 ... ...,.,-=-'k-;. ....... ol.~!.:1 ""'O~ 1....e ~t-~§ed •• 4\6 .. ......_ ."",V .. "'.,, . ,-..., ••. ~ •.. ",; ',. a. 'J&~.IIJ .......... ), ........ AN ~ .... '""... "w .. CL,i..L1 

in a. norr.t'~l fashion. 
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"'OVILLE, 
Deputy Director 

Nanonal.R.ecollD&u.ance ·Office 

l ~:,~.: ~r~~z~~ . 
Wl' ·"tl"" '. 

cc: DN.R.O· 

utAXX-3A CONTROlLED' 

'" .. .,......... ' •. . _ ... .,.-

:sYE-Ol~·6.~~! 

C~?~~A 

--- . 

..... 

.j 
! 
I . : 
! 

•.•• _ ...... _ .: .J ... 

I 


