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17 September 1864

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Investigation of Facts Surrounding the McNamara/McCone

Interchange Regarding the Thompson Comn_u'.ttee Activities

Mr. Rowen, ASD/ISA, directed Colonel Marshall Sanders of his
staff to prepare for Mr. McNamara a chronology of events concerning
the activities of the Thompson Committee with special emphasis on
those incidents which lead to the McNamara/McCone interchange of
16 September. Specifically, Colonel Sanders is to check the following

items:
L

4.

S.

Was there a clearance problem?

What was Colonel Sanders' understanding as to the timmg,
i. e., of the committee's final report?

What was his knowledge of the McCone/Rusk conversations

“and exchange of correspondence regarding the McCone trip -

to Europe? .

When did he first learn of the 14 September meeting, and what
did he think the purpose of the meeting to be?

Why was the meeting held on Monday rather than on the

originally scheduled date of Friday?.

On the evening of 16 September I assisted Colonel Sanders in pre-
paring a chronology which would answer these questions., The attached
memo for Mr. McNaughton was typed in our office on the 17th of Sep-

tember and delivered to Colonel Sanders prior to noon.

\

PAUL'E. WORTHMAN
Colonel, USAF
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ASSISTANY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
' -WASHINGTON 25, D.C,

17 SM: 1964

- MEYORAWIXIM FOR MR. MoRAUGHTON

Z SUBSECT: Significant facts and dates rolating to Thompson Committee
sctivity '

1, Current sotivity of the Committes to consider advissbility of

- disclosure of information on our program as a result of recent inter-
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2. At a 17 June moeting Carrxittee decided: (a) to surface to mombers
- of Congress CIA SECRET paper on Soviet programs, (b) that NAC would
be a good source for briefing om Soviet programs giving minimm
- * information on U.S. programs to forestall questions, and () that a
_ white paper should be prepared for contingoncy use only. (CIA repre~
) " sentative Wheelon was cool to any disclosure during first two meetings
- but was willing to go slong with proposal which placed emphasis on
Soviet programs.) : ‘

3. 7 July moeting saw shift of exphasis away from briefing key nembers
: of Congress and toward a HAC briefing, including general nature of U.S.
- ~ programs, and special treatnont of Cube problex. DOD assumed task of
preparing briefing material and 'white paper,

&, At 15 July neeting DOD draft briefing for NAC vas reviewed. Comment
by all representatives except CIA. :

5. At 22 July meeting CIA tabled a new draft briefing for MAC on U.S.
program on grounds that [OD draft, as amendod at 15 July mesting, was
unagceptable, primarily for security ressons. CIA representative stated
' ICI would not permit us to reveal information on our oun program;
. Thompson said CIA paper was too thin. )

6. During month of August I received several telephons calls from State
on dates I camnot remasber, Substance of these calis was to inform me,
first, that Mr. MoCone had talked to Secretary Rusk and Ambassador

on the stubject of the NAC briefing and that they had agreednms should be
given, but that McCone bad offered to brief hoads of state during a '
planned trip to Europe; and, second, some correspordcnce was going back
snd forth between Rusk and MoCons on ths subject, presumsbly dealing
with the question of w=o would givo the briefing and whit would be included.

DOTZGRADED A7 12 YER INTERVALDR |
- _

BOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIPIED

Lo oo ]



7. Early 9 Septembor Ray Garthoff callod to report that the Committoe
would meet Friday, 11 Septesbor, to consider rovisod CIA briefing for.
NAC and DOD draft white paper, and requestod we distribute the latter.
Late 9 Septezbor I loarned from Dr. MoMillan's office that the
had been postponed until 1600, Monday, 14 September. No indication
was given as to urgency of considering these pspers to mest an early
of Mr. McCones indeed, as I recall, no references were made
to a McCone trip during these conversations. :

8. I learned of DOD roceipt of CIA briefing material at Alr Force t.
Association banquet Friday evoning, 11 Septamber, and that the material
reprosented a substantial shift from the CIA previous position. It
proposed a substantial disclosure of our program. I informed ir. Rowen
of the briefing material availability in Dofense on Saturday afternoon.
Having no sense of urgency, it was decided to read the DIA

Mondsy morning, 14 September. This was done and ¥r. Rowen and I attended
the meeting lornday afternoon. At this meoting I learned for tho first
time of the planned 16 Septomber doparture of Mfr. XoCone. Also, at this
nmesting, whon Mr. Rowon raised the point of JCS reviow of the brisfing,
m%dmmuunmmt DCI had statutory suthority to release
the = .

9. Throughout tho deliberationsof the Committes from the 6 Juna meeting,
it was alwvays clear to me that no briefing would be given on cur program
without clearsnce from the principals of the msubership of the Committee.
My plan has been to make svailable for JCS review anything agreed to by

the Comrittes and referred to the principals for approval.

10, On the question of timing of the briefing, Comittee discussion went
all the way {rom as soon as possible after the first mooting in Juns, to

sometime in September, to after the election. State was the only agency
which pressed for early action, vhen this seamed to be important.
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With respect to paragravh G, within scveral days after the
20 My weoting MeCone and uak had a convoraatlion in which MeCone
sy teasload Llnt ho Lriof heads of atato rathor than KAC, to which
Rusk apparently agroed., lcCone folloved up vwith a note to Rusk on
29 July in which he stated "as you have sugsested I will be glad to
brief heads of state rathor than LAC ".

In & letter to McCone on 24 Aucust Rusk reiterated his position
an the advisability of briefing FAC samo time in Septenmber and provided
revised version of briefing material agreed to at the 22 July meeting
which cut to a ninimm information on our program, reduced arns
control portion and left portion dealing with Cube alane.

Over Lobor Dey weckend MeCeme called Rusk, offering to give
briefing to NAC incorporating material conteined in Rusk's 2k
August letter. '

My conversations with State persomnel during August were with * -
Tom Halstead and leslie Brown, both of IRR.
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