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• NOSMORANDUld POE, T1 11011CRETARY OF THE AIR. vacs
Alta: The Ilader Secretary of the Air Force

SOHJECT: 1111•117L Peogreas

As eateonacedyesterday, ALPA has inengssated a program to
develop it itensbAr of eyisteits Wed teciabiies which will lie erapfoyed is the
opeflitissia of eplits vehicles. This program, known as DISCOVEHER. 114n.
la aro rdance ern a% wishes of the Aaministration, include not only the
THOR lavachings prirdosaty associated with the WS-117L program, but
will be Zamtisulad to include	 projeCts test are net operationally
oriented.

The first such ir reject c.otsists of the THOR vehicles sad associated
costs previously earriell as a ps.r. of the WS-1/71. program. Hor.ceforiii,
the project will be known as DISCOVERER -THOR project and it will be
necessary to establish the identity of !Ws project separate f • orn the WS-11?L
program. It is recognised tt.at stle t a cv: cot win toeoiv., oribitrall die-
tiacUons in view of the commou Items lzvolve-d sr.a	 t-Le. dtv.sion r,4 cos!
wilt have to be made on a et.•.:.e•.irs: n 0.1:e r	 tr. a r:cosaLeg /vs's,
Farther, It will be noceseary that ...pa • te deNelopsne t plans *TA activity
awl progress reports be submitted. A.z ARPA Order to this effect Is in
process.

Consistent with the separation of these programs, we ara, tentative'
re-allocating our FY 1939 mantes sc as to show approximately,
allocable to DISCOVERER.THOR p • infq-• 	 S107 s-.4.1lion
SENTRY program. Similar/1, fo g FY l960 we have stk.:
DISCOVERER-THOR project and $100 atILLIon to the SENTRY

In response to year memeta.adinsi of November 17 , and St confirma-
tion of our several conversations or: the subject, the Secretary of Defense
and .AJtPA agreed to the aeslie.mcnt by the Al? Force of the operathmal
reepostudhum7 for the SENTRY v.v.= to the ARDC ler e.e next several
years and sett: Use elsjeetnes are ol.toite.d.	 It is also agreed that the . vje;•/ lurr
tentative basic cents-• to be estabLieled at or tsar MI= Air Torch Itase s r/Nts-
a a.me future date, and any ?Mated comes' pertinent to the protium, will
be operated by ARDC.
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tentatively	 •	 ...•....N......	 PT 1	 so as JO she. •,,......;.,oprdatto
and glOT edill	 • the • . ,

,	 to DZICOIMIMR411011.projeetlk,,,:.
PT 1960 we have alienated	 gastavalliellerliWreti' -
and .100 million to the .' 	 41101..presui.C....;
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' •••••'"	In response to your IMMION116111 Ot November. iy, sit •	 zifzzoomtirmatios et our several sonversattons on the. subjeot,Secretory et Defense and ANA	 ts taw assitrutainirtiAir Pores of the operational responsibility for
to the ARM for the nest several leers and until final oh
are obtained. it is also speed that Ike tentative basteto be established at or 	 sneer Often Air Paree•lase akserfuture date. and wais related asters pertinent' to thewin a• €41111111tOd W MM.
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.SECPEr.
Noting your eitation or the many flukes involved, .ARPA ts &otiose or request far 'atlas relating to both

DISOOTERIR-THOR project and the SENTRY progress will be
ecumniested to as Secretary of the Air Pone, Attms	 •The Deputy cue or staff, Development, with eopy to the
Developmen
Assistant Reoretery ce the Air Pores tar Researeh and

t.

/1/ ROT Y. IMMO*
IV ROT W. JOHNS=
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ADVANCED MUM PROJECTS MOM
Washington 25, D.C.

Des. 4, 195e

1011i0RAND011 !OR	 SICRETART OP TEE L PORCE
Atha' the Wader Seeretary or the Air Pores

=MOTs WS-117L Program • .

As ammoomeed yesterday, AIWA feu inavgerated a proems to
develoP eentor or systems and tes=es width will be
employed in the operation of epees 	 les. This program,
known as DISOOTIEDIR, will, in macrame with the wishes of the
Administration, imbeds net amly the 1SOR lawnebingkiprevionsly
associated with the WS•1171.	 but will be eastinned to . 	 ::•
include similar projeets that are not operationally ciliated. 	 t

The first flush projeet eamtats of the THOR vehieles and •
assosiated oasts previously carried as a part of the 101.117L propos.
Deneerapth, the prejeet will be Imam as DISOOTIMIR•BEIR projest.. •
and it will be	 to establish the identity of this •	 ••
projest separate from	 1111•1,1. frogroe. It 2• sieeegelosol that '•• •gush a division will involve arbitrary distisstices in viers of the .
camas items involved and that the division of Best will haws. to . 	 -
be made en a statistical rather then an assaulting basis. Mather,
it will be assesses, that	 to development plans and Setivity
ands reports be	 tted. An ASPA Order to this offset -• ...•
le th presses.	 . -r

4•4 /4

Consistent with the separatioa or these programs, vs aretentatively	 r 	 PT 1959 monies so as to sham	 • .••••;
approximately llosellmi to DISCOVID11141011 project
sad $10TSimilarly,
PT 1960 we have allesatad	 to g=rlig11-111011 prejost-;;;•'-.'';
and $100 million to the

. A

In response to your men oreadon of November 17, and is
eoftrinatios of our several eenvereations on the atiojeet, the • .
Secretary or Defense and WA agreed to the mss	 tinetheAir Verse of the operational responsibility for the Man prograirt:',1
to the ANDO for the next several years and until final object:1mi';
aft obtained. It is also speed that the tentative basis senter'.?:-.471.-
to be established at or near Otrutt Air Peres Dam at NM
future date, and say related seaters pertinent to the program,-.
will be operated by MC.

,411  is's?	 —
c t
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N	 row onetime et Ike any tasters involved,

ARA I' as	 or request tor motion relating to both
DiscavaistAsces grojost and tilt SD= progrsa, will be
sciannisatod to th• Rearetary of tbe Air Fore*, Attas
The Deputy abler of Staff. Developments piths	 to law
Assistant issretary ot the Air Fors* for 11s 	 and
DOV•10111100.

is/ aor W. JOIRRIOR

/t/ ROY W. JOHNSON
Dirostap
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