Fl, )  PROGRAMS: NR@
.’ THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE *




_ . e 1
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE i

3e /763

whid s may arid
P A
//zm,a“z‘ /. oz

® ®cs b emmmmgee

Heernmaty o/' A A/ZPbs)\t: -

mgmeagaa Wy o eme
" e
. R R

74 S



Q\'\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\_\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\:

II-"//////////IIII////I///ii!ii‘ -

2772 IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIs

wKLassincaTION

Handle Via Indicated Controls

L
...................

WARNING
TM ins inf tien effecting the netienal security of the United Stetes within the meens
lm sspienage lows U $. Coda Title 18, Sections 793 end 794. The law prehibits its nnunh-
ulonﬂ'lunvaloﬁon of its contents in eny menner te on uneutherized persen, os well o3 its use in eny
-mu'rld el to the dm.rl torast of the Unites States or for the banefit luwbnl.n.omn-

ment tc the dotrimens of the United Stetes, It is hhw.nnlyby\ls. anne! sspecislly ind

mnodndmhmunuulnlnhmnunl the deaip is. s seewity must be

meinteinad In eccordance with reguletions perteining te the vesigneted ml

This document contains information referring to Projects:
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December 3, 1963 |
UNIZTED STATES OVERFLIGST OF IERIED AREAS

The folloving summery outlines tie precont status of pro~
vicions for the collecticu of intelligeonce iaformation by
ovc:ili‘,nt cf Zoreign territeory. iIncluded ere dascriptions of
wf capabilitias balng doveloped sad the crrengemoats thet bave

x:..de for supervicing and meceging this cifort on a ncticaal
b-: iS. ’

Cvcrfiight by the United States of foroisn territory ("danied
srcas™) 1s conductcd by m2ans of special recommeligcance aireraft
cad scotellites. ) ,

She U~2 is at prcsent the aircraflt most freguently used for
such photorrephic recomnalssance. Over 60 J-2 photosrashic missions
wvere £lowa in tha past year, exclualve of reguler surveillance
nigsicas over Cudbs., Presuent missions ere flown over Commxnist
Ciine; o st: of the rest of the 60-plus wissions ware in the South

oo Joian orea,

Sztclliteon cre now the only source of intelligeace photoze
rooiy over the Soviet Uaicon amd cver its paviphcral neighbors in
szecp2.  ldesicns gbeut cace a :::::::h photcroranh a lerge fractioa
oo L Soviet lond vass; clr..:s.. ¢be whgle Soviet Unioa is covered
&t lenst once during 4 yeer's cporstion, The satellit:e sraten

cud fow th:.’.s photcaraphy = & ss-cal cd Mirosdecovoraze't system -
plotearanhns & swath &5cut 10 =miles wide on tbe U.mmc’., vith an

Zcu-ty or sa..ut.’.cn c ""fic.'.:*t to icdentifly aad locate primaxy

x..:.lu:u"y tariecs such as micuile sives, Under 7ood conditions, .

oy _;u:z:s gns feasrwas sualler ui-a 10 feet in dimension con be
idcatizica Jrem this pl'otcgr..w iF o “els resoluticn is considcrably

Lees than that ,rcv*d.,u by the lworefliying Ue2, bLut the avea

that can ba covered Ly this brcadecovervage satcllite system is
vy great. ' »

Sizee wooovory of tha Litvst sused .;;.1; Cuniaissence
cuceliice :?::'.:-.-:: an susuest 1352, tue Uuiged cooesn kas ecaducted

35 succestici SUCh coverags ‘...oto"r:. il miscicas, which have
nrovided z::. zrinury base of United States iaformation concerning
fovies ICLH o] dcnlo/m..at.
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%0 replace the existing U-2, a ncw reconnaizeance civeracs
is ovaing devalopad to fly ot speede of l'ach 3.2 ot altitudes up
to S0, feet, This eirercoft will operats entiraly freo bases
within thio coatinentel Tnited States, ccoiasted by &ir refueling
at stracesic points. Svaclal provision hes been wmade to kcop
tiie TowaT erosoe~section gquite low, wileh will increasc the
¢ifficulty of "easmy" <¢ctectica and bastile acticn. The first

- $iight wae made in Anril 1952, %o date, 12 alrersft have teen

delivercd to the £fligut tess site, and over 502 flickee have been
rade totelling €70 heours, with the longzst £light beieg 3 hours,
tha kizkest speed achieved being Moch 3.2, and the greztest
gleitude 78,000 £2at. Cn tha becis of prosress to date, it ie
exiistid that initial oparationcl copability will be roeched
carias 1564
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&1l £ilm Oxem catellice reoounanicsance rigsicns ig recovered
by air catsh in the Pocific recuvoery or2a near Faweii. Toe
tysical wmissicn scconplichice ite photozrephy in abuut four doys.

Tz gatcllite recommalisgcace cZfort also contains paylocds

¢ to eollection of elzetvomic si--zl intcllisnuee, vhich is
rclagzd electroaicelly faca che catzliliis to & notwork cf tracking
ctations. Lifetinio oca ordits of eilgrul inicilicence satcliites




2coczuse of the extreme scaeitivity of reccnnaissance over
deaied arcas, the antire effort bas besa orsanized on a netionzl
besis vadsr stringent secrrity rules defined nnd svpported by
gunoprlate nationel policy., As part of this policy, steps have
boon tekea to mininize public spsculation conecralng recoanzlissance,
end to avold ooy oificicl confirnztion that tha Lnited States is
cnyezed o such aztivities, Vith the exception of previous
exnogsuTes concernin: U2 comloymeut, sud previous officisl acknowle
ecosnt thot the Undted States wes actively cengeged in developaunt
cf catsllite raconuzigsanze copability (in conaection with the
preject previously ideatilicd aa SANS), &ll duvelopacot is bzing
cirTicd .out on & coysrt ("biack") basis reguiring ceatrally con=
trolled speefal clearznzes for each witting individual, Inm
acalition to cvoiding any cfliciel confircation that the United
States i3 curraatly collecting ectuel overilisht intzllisence
infermation, every effort is macde to protect, threugh the most
stringeat sceuwity procedures, any knouledge of the kind and
quality of the vesculss wkich have becn obtaimed.

' To avoid public gpoculation obout or official coafirmation

ol the overiliziw efiort, even tinec uzame of the responsible

cTanization « the llaticazl Recoraaissance CIfice - £ SECRET,
Wy asvooument Datwoca tue Scerctory of Lafonse ead the irector
ol Ccatral intellizence, tne latienul Koccangissaace GEfice i3
cueibiisied as aa operating asincey of the lepertuent of Defense,
wiih memboerchip froem the soveral Sorvices and Agenclec whoge -
resosaTeas ave invsolved. ke Undor Secretory of the Alr Force is
the Direotor el the listioncl loccnunizzence (Zfice. The alrereft
cifczt I3 lurgely delepatud to the Ceatrzl Intalligence Agency,
vith rpropuiate assistance froua the Dapevtweat of the Air Force,
he sctellite veconnaisconce elfort is corcled out by specially
crpanized wnites ¢ the Tepertneat of the alr Fovee, with security
and other assiztance from vaits of ¢he Tentral Intclligemnce Aznacy.
issistones in tae field of cignzal intellipance ccuies from spocislly
Toanized units of the Department of the ilevy.

£11 intelligence collection requizements &ro esteblished by
tho Taited Stotos Intellizerce loard. All photeozraphic resulis
ave muCe availsble to the intelligonce commamity through the
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Zational Thotczrephic Interpretation Center and the Defensc Intele
ligenec Ag=ncy. Signel intellizence xcsults ara made availsble
tiroush tuz Hatlonal Cecurity Agency. Basic operating pelicy and
supervisicn is provided to the Lirector of the Nationol Locoae
ncisgance OLLice by the Sccretsry of Defeass and the Dirscior of
Contral intolligeuce. Higher level review gnd supcrvicion is
proviccd on & close eand contiruing basis by the 5412 Svecisl Croup
of tho Hatiomal Sccurity Council, and by the Presideat's Foreimm
Incclligence Advisory Board.

. The ectire effort is subsmcu).m in fiscal
yoer 1854, of whic getellite recone

nzisscncc) end has produced extremcly important iatelligence
rceults., The szcurity considerations associsted with the effort
Lhave machkcd impressive tcchuical cecomplisiments, The achizvoxent
of ruutainad lovzl f£linkt at over leoch 3 in a titanlhwm zireraft
iavelves numorovs excopiional teeknical edvences. The ssccllite
scconpiiskncats ave cqually impressive, and include guccecsful
duwvaloprint of crbit-adjust copability, including plenncd de~orbit
uf the cntire vehicle in a rouote occan evea ofter corpliction of
Z2 reconnnizsacee missicn end rocovary of the film, In addition,
the sistosrephic results obteined from altitudes of epproricately
100 nswtical wiles heve oexceaded the original Cesign opucifications
and reguoseat aa cutstacding toctmical echievenent., Theee latter
resulss era illustrated by the folimwing phctographs obteined of
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