DEPARTMENT OF THIE AIR FORCE
Ormics or THE CHIEF OF STAFF
UsiTep States Aiv Fomcx
WASHINGTON, D, C.

Honorable James H. Douglas
Deputy Secretary of Defense

.Du.r Mr. Secretary

In order to reach you, this letter will have flown a distance of
almstm-haltdllimﬁlesbvhhwithinmdwithmtthcarth'a

satellite, 1t1d.11 have been lsunched by the United States Alr
Force into an ordit about the earth from Veandenberg Alr Force Base,
California, and recovered in the mid-Pacific. :

This is the first time that letters bave been sent by a satellite
andisintheﬁldiﬁonotﬁmﬁohuthmthir‘!am&go
pioneered in the first use of airmail.

This remarkable achievement could not have been acccq],ilhed
without the dedication of a great many pecple from Congress, from
science, from industry, from the Su'vicu, and from the National
Aerocnsutics and Space Administration. We are grateful to all
who have had a part in bringing this Nation one step nearer to
man's transcendence over the limits of the earth.

8inc

THOMAS D, WHITE
Chief of Staff
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