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MQUANRTERS 1ST MISSILE DIVISION l’)
Office of the Jt
Vandenberg Air ‘Force Base v
California 0 p 1/
20 JAN 1959 )‘.""‘,
" Brigadier General 0. J. Ritland : ‘5( v p
Vice Commander o . PR AN
Air Force Ballistje Missile Division (ARDC) J T
Air Force Unit Post Office . ‘ 17
Los Angeles 4_5, California ”p p
Dear Ossie:

My Staff has reviewsd the STL Study, "Use of Vandenberg Air
Force Base ¢5.1 Launchers in Operational wg 1N71*, forwarded
with your 23 December 1958 letter, Pertinent comments are

As pertains to your specific requests in the fing) p&ragmph
of your letter, I have the following comments

be I view the analysis as questionable in‘the area of

~ degradation of operational combat capability, The inclosed

comments indicate to me that the Study underestimated the
actual degree of degradation, '

¢e The Range Safety assumption in the Study that a .
Py of 10-3 ig satisfactory, is in confliot with existing Pacifie

Missile Range Safety Criteria, Exit launch azimuths of 195°,
hqwever, appear satisfactory when Proper precautions to reduce’
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that conversion of 65-1

and under the proper ¢
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- be given to Previously listed factors,

b. The Study concludes degradation is not serious; however
the following is pertinent: ' : ’

1) wmmmwmmeit:mopmtionu
capability for & period of two to three months, : .

(2) Replacement of weapon system time of two to three

days is not in oonsonance with fifteen minute operationa]
reaction time, : o

(3) The study omitteq consideration of the time required
to refurbish a Pad following a Ws 117L Launch, _

2. Range Safety:

a. Inpﬂrag_raphIItheStudyumesaPko.fIO‘318t

. satisfactory range condition; however, Pacific Missile Range

has officially stated a casualty risk reater than 10~5 wily
constitute a "hold order® .on any launch into the Pacific Missile

s Py of 10~3 risk can be Feduced for civilian areas by
and

de Although modification may well be feasible in the 196
time period due to technology advance, due consideration must
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