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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE

SUBJECT: Pelicy Relating to the Officia] Identification of Projecte

DISCOVERER, SENTRY, and MIDAS,

Refereace is made to the series of briefinga, conferences, and ther
discussions relating to the recrientation of the subject projects as a resu’t
of which it has been agre=d that the several elemente of WS-117L should
be separately identified and development cottinued on the basia of individua.
miseione ag distinguiehed from blanket priority assigned to WS-117L.

There o continuing evidence that the nature of these Arrangementy i

not fally understood throughout the departments concerned, This hae ve-

sulted in sothe confusion and a tendency, both in public and classified

ccrrespcndence, to associate :he ssveral projects with each other,

It {s caneidered that a Separate identification of the Projects is eesertia.
to cur space effcrt and that the facts Felating to these several Projects shou:d
Be dissemirated within Appropriate channel, throughout the severa] depart-

mente aad agencies havirg an tnterest therein,

disseminated in order that the prejeces identified as DISCOVERER and
MIDAS may stand alone and without further refereace to SENTR Y, or
wWS-117L., v '

Program definiticas are as follows:

DISCOVERER

Project DISCOVERER ie an open-ended series of satellite lmhch&n.- : '

utilizing instially the Thoy IRBM as a basjc booster, inteaded to carry out
certain vehicle tests, bic-medica) flighte, and Fecovery experiments, Irje:,:
fiighte involve the development ot engizeering tectniques, components, and
Svetems, Uppar stages will be dsed along with the boosters (or these flighrs,
The orbitsl e wiil vary from eteort pericde 20 lorg pertods, the orbite wiii
vaTy ‘n altitude, ard the :risja) satellite in crbie will weigh Appraximate.y

iy 300 pourds., The DISCOVERER eeries wiil be launched initially from the
Pacific Missile Rarge, Calfornia, into near Polar orbits. A number of the .
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This series of firings i, m-du-om oven duriag its R4D phno: with
boosters and upper stages deeigned to provide orbite at various altitudes,

MIDAS

- Prcjest MIDAS involves sthe Priority develocpment of 2 satellite.
Saged, icf{ra-red setsing syatem designed te provide maximym warni~g nf
Mieslle lauschinge Or other strateg!c attacks againgt the Uznited Srate,,

Roy W, John som
Director

Copies furnighed; .
Maj, Gen, B, A, Schriever, UBAY, AFBMD -
Col, R, F, Shaefez, UBArF, Jcs
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