13 February 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCK M .
SUBJECT: Recovery Plan for DISCOVERER '

' . Refarence Is made to'uc-ulo DEF 953288 of 12 January 1989 and
- to the Discoverer Development Plan subgitted to ARPA on 12 Febrwmary

Imdoeplycouomdlbouﬁoappnnhckdam _ )
positive recovery plan for the Discoverer program. Since successfal .
recovery is such a vital part of this program it is extremely importang .
that we do everything possible to insure the maximum probability of success,
Thave not yet been informed conceraing any action which may have hoen :
taken in response to the referencad message, nor is there any detailend

. freatment of the:recovery operatious in the Development Plan, I would .
Appedr from informatiod gleaned so far that the air recovery operatioas . 5
are coxsiderably short of being 100% reliable, For the time being the o
destroyer support being provided Sy the Navy is adequate backup, However,
there 1s no assurance that the destroyer support will be available beyond
1 July and we have Already passed the critical point in time to provide -
modified, equipped MSTS ships by | July, | !

lwoulduhtobomtormdumnupoadbhon.t_hw ' .
'8 Techaical status of the air mmryopomw
: ®. Specific plans for the future to imsure having ship. support
backup if ascessary, v - .
€« A statement concerning ARPA assistance if required, .

o ' INTERVALS)
WNGRADED AT 3 YEAR
%0 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

Thermefax oy to Gen Schriever
from AFCGM-A .




