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SAMOS HISTORICAL CHRONOLOGY
‘1 Janyﬂ = 30 June lﬂ

Debris Problem. IMSD was contractually

rroblem associated with the return of a
satellite from orbit. From the investigation,

~ IMSD vas directed to determine modifications

becessary to the Agena to either prevent
any debris re-entry or to direct the impact
in & known area. A plan of study will be
sulmitted in February. o .

Investigations were started for the
nodiﬁ.cationofthe@lﬂbnﬂuidmce :
Station sssocisted with lsunch complex 65-1
at Vandenberg Air Force Base. The

.modification would permit the use of improved

airborne equipment. Launch Complex 65-1,
according to notification to ‘SAFSP, would
be returned to ARDC by 1 February 1961.

A message was received from HQ USAF
(AFXPD-PL) stating that a briefing would
be presented by AFEMD on 23 and 2k J

to the Director and Staff of the Net
Evaluation Subcommittee of the National
Security Couneil. The briefing to be given
at AFEMD would include discussion on the
programmsd capability of SAMOS oriented

to end Cy 1963. A

MARC Program. A discussion of material
selection, material test rrogran, snd test
facilities was held with the Martin Company.
Martin Company was asked to outline a
materials test program and to establish

- test requirements to be presented to

Aerospace Corporation for review on 26 January 1961.

An Aerospace/AFBMD Management Plan was completed
and provided SAFSP on procedures for nanagement .
of the SAMOS Program II through the use of

two types of meetings, i.e., the AFBMD
Mansgement Meeting and the Aerospace Technical
Direction Meeting.
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23 January 1961 ' The Net Evaluation Subcommittee, NSC,
was given a general SAMOS Program '
briefing by General Greer and Colonel Evans.

25 January 1961 . General Carroll, The Inspector Gemeral,
UBAF, met with the Director, SAMOS Project
to discuss inspection to be made of
SAMOS/MIDAS/DISCOVERER. General Greer
briefed General Carrcll on the SAMOS
Program and discussed the appropriateness
of inspecting SAMOS under its new managemant
system, OBAF. '

30 January 1961 AR. A study vas performed to determine
the ped avidlability at the Atlantic '
Missile Range for use by a Titan II/Agena
B vehicle. The study indicated that the
earliest possible date this could be dome
would be mid 1963. :

o

31 January 1961 Communication and Control. A decision was
aade to use the present VERLORT tracking
net with the addition of a new VERLORT
tracking station at Amnette Island, Alasks,
t0 meet SANOS Program II requirements
(Project 201). Aerospace Corporation was
instructed to conduct a study to determine
methods of improving the VERLORT net to
provide more accurate tracking for future
requirements.

PMR. PALC Site No. 2 has a design phase
completion date of 17 April 1961;
construction is to start shortly thereafter
and first ped ready for launch operations
by 15 November 1962.

L 31 Jenuary 1961 MAB. A study of the existing MAB at
VAFB vas accouplished far the purpose of
determining adequacy for Program IT efforts.
The decision was made to convert )
approximstely one-half of the Convair Atlas
Booster ares to the use of the SAMOS Pro .
To support the increased requirements of
PAIC Nos. 1 and 2, PMR, s new Mt-'m.
booster MAB is being written into the
Development Plan. When this spsce becomes
available, it will enable the SANMOS Progranm
to expand into the remaining one-half of
DOV/NGRADED AT 12 YEAR the Booster .
INTERVALS; NOT AUTOMATICALLY Area
DECLASSIFIED. DOD DiR 5200.10
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2103 vas cancelled. This action was

Decision vas mads to accept the Aerospace
recozmended Materiels Test Program for
Martin Compeny (MARC Program).

S8ANDS Project 201 initial drop and recovery
area vas dsfined as Joimston Island Atoll.

The Honorsble Eugene M. Zuckert, Secretary
of the Air Force, was given a briefing on
the SAMOS Progrem by the Vice Director for
Technical Matters.

Firm agresments on the interface between
the Agena B and the paylosd vehicle for
Project 201 was reached between General
Electric and LMSD. No problem areas existed

st the time to prevent design progress.

The Martin MARC - was cut
back to per
month per THX SAFSP. =6l-29. The

nev program will specify a study project
only through the engineering and mock-up
Phﬂl.l. .
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The Comsander White Sends Missile Range
(Safety) approved the Pegasus Flight
Frofile. Launch azimuth degrees trus
beading was finalized. The Pegasus is

& rocket to be used for testing Project 101B
land recovery techniques.

The SAMOS Progrsa II Recovery Planning
Group consisting of SAFSP, Aerospece,
General Electric, PMR, and 6594th Test
Wing persomnel departed on 22 March for

& recovery site survey at Johnston Island
.in PACAF. The site was found to be

28 March. A complete report covering
the requiremsnts, reccmmendations for
support, operational plans, funding, etc.,
for the recovery site was prepared.

#n Asrospace Corporation tesm has completed
the preliminary indoctrination of the
SAMOS Progrsm II contractors oam the use

of the FEP system. A

Supplemental Agreement No. 20 to LMSD
Contract -563 was put in force. The
purpose of this agreement was to continue
the SANOS Program I contract. Modification
of Agena vehicle 2301 (Ferret) from Atlas
booster configuration to a Thor booster
vas in the efforts to de continwed. Two
Agens vehicles from the DISCOVERER Progrsa,
i.e., vehicles 1121 and 1122, were
' to the SANMOS Program for use in
der provisions of Amendment
0. tter contract AP Ok(647)-800
(8AMOB/1MSD Contract).

/

The reorganisation of elements of AFEMD
. snd BNC into Space Systems Division has
resulted in internal reorgsnizations
vhich should assist the SAMOS Program in
expediting future program direction and
contractual coverage. The incorporation of
the procurement functions into the Spece
Program control ensbles more rapid
dissenination of the technical and
administrative decisions (Hq Air Foree
Systems Command Special Order No. G-3 dated
1 April 19€1).
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Technical t for the Ferret
WW transferred
from ect to the DISCOVERER
Program. Arrangements for contractual
and funds realigmment are being studied.

A requiremsnt for a nev Atlas booster

assembly building at VAFB was recognized
and approved.

A TD Meeting with §.E., LMSD, EXC,
Aerospece, and SAFSP was held 13 and 14 Aperil.
General Elsctric's cost proposal for

SANOE was reviewed and deletions made to
reduce total price. A new revised cost
proposal is being prepered by General Electric
for submittal in early May.

LMSD was advised by THX (S8AFSP) that the
Rew Boston tracking station would be used
in support of vehiele 2120 with UH command
capability as of date of launch.

Gantry modifications to PALC No. 1 (PMR)
for Program II was approved.

Action wvas taken by SAPEP to cancel
requirements for Agena B vehicle 2122
which had been designated for Project
101A. IMSD was advised.

LMSD's Program Plan was reviewed by
representatives of Lockheed, SAMOS Project
Office, and Asrospace Corporation. This
included LMSD Reliability Program. A

date of 2h May vas set for the finalization
of the LMSD plen.

Project 201 photographic payload mockap
wvas delivered from EXC to General Electric
on schedule.

A team from The Inspector General, USAF,
performed a survey of the Managemsnt of

the MIDAS and S8AMOS Programs from 1-6 May.
The stated reason for the survey wvas to
comply vith a request from the Undersecretary
of the Air Force (Dr. Charyk) to determine
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the problem areas involved in the two ‘

10 May 1961 A mansgement snd technical review meeting
’ wvas held at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
with Gensral Electric personnel. This
vas the initial meeting of a proposed
series o £ill the gap between Technical
Direction Meetings until the PERT

‘mansgement system begins operating.

v’ 10 May 1961 Planning Research Corporation (PRC) was
: given a contract 10 May for Operations
Analysis Support of the SAMOS Program.

The total value of t
(ar oh(sh'r)-aégw@ucn includes
s Tixed fee or\

11 May 1961 Nessage SSRF-11-5-18 was sent to AFOCE/CS
with information to SAFMS usesting urgent
action for of Fy 1961
funds (P-321). The Vere necessary
for modification to GMAB, VAFB, to support
Project 201. Contract sward for MOD was
scheduled for 3 June 1961. BOD was
scheduled for 20 September 1961.

12 May 1961 . IMSD TMX 395611/65-20 stated tbat the last
: structural design job for Agena vehicls 2401
was relsased to mamufacturing and that
the fabrication and subassembly cycle

~ 1s proceeding as planned.

1k May 1961 An Atlas/Agens Requirements Document was
: completed by IMSD and used as a basis
for reviewing interface problems between
LMSD and Convair at a mseting in San Diego.
The final program plan was forwarded to
SSD on 18 May 1961.

17 May 1961 : WX from Commander PMR to SAFSP stated
PMR intended to retain operational control
of Tern Island Tracking station. DOD
Directive 5160.32 places this decision in
conflict therewith. :
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IMSD acknowledged that the electricel
interface meeting in Van Nuys on 17 May
resulted in inputs from General Electric
vhich now essentially satisfy LMSD
requirements for modification to the Pad

sod LOB in support of Genersl Elsctric's
I--C.S. qumt.

A meeting vas held at Van Nuys, California,
with Redioplane, General Electric,
Aerospace Corporstion and SAMOS personnel.
Purpose of the meeting was to review
perachute tests being conducted by
Radioplane for General Electric. An

_ improved parachute system will result from

the meeting.

I0C this date from Satellite Control Office
SSZC, indicated that 6594th Test Wing
assumed management of the STA at Sunnyvale
effective 1 April 1961.

An ssrial recovery of an 1800 pound
simulated SAMOS re-entry vehicle was
accomplished by a crev from the 659hth
Test Wing (Capt Bdward Mosher and recovery
crev). The capsule was suspended from
& T5 foot ring sail parachute and a 27 foot
aerisl pickup perachute dsveloped by
Redicplans Division of Northrup Corporation.
The aircraft used was a JC-130B in which
an ALl American recovery winch had been
installed. This vas the first time an air
recovery had been made of weights up to
1800 pounds and was indictative of & well
conducted test program by the 659ith Test
Wing. |

SATMS message SEN 61-60 indicated curtallment
of the IA Program by Deputy Secretary of

Defense to delete scheduling of flight
vehicles until further notice.
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The construction contract for PALC No. 2
(Pacific Missile Range Launch Complex) wes
Hardeman.

mmﬁtbmtfars
Vehicle Support Building at PALC No. 1

Action wvas initiated to activate a
tracking station to
support SAMOS Progrem 1I. A station
performsnce specification and the intitial
survey of the site have been completed.
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