DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HERDOUARTER'S. UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
: WASHINGTON 25. D.C.

o ATO{OF. . AFOAC-S/0
Ve mﬂ - Sateﬁite f.o_ Ground Encryption D PN 1960

1. The attached correspondence has been held in AFDAT without action.
Confirming conversations between Major White of this office and Major
.Giraud, AFCIN, and between Major Giraud and Major Bensey of your office,
it appears that if action is to be taken on this correspondence, it
should came from your office. _ .

2. Major Floyd, AFDAT Project Officer, is nob available for consulta-
tion at this time, but he has expressed the fact that AFDAT does not
want to establish a file on this subject.

3. This letter is unclassified when removed from attachments.
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" Y% /dntentions are to- integrate a COMINT function into the 8AMOS program
LN geadenlly, 80 4 appesrs that the COMINT system will ut{lize the ~ '
: " ..existing ELINT collection smd transmission Bystes with minor -
.. modifications.. Under such condimions, the encrypticn device would

. ..sexve & dual purpose in that it would be able to sacrypt the RLINT
. - -information from the vehicle also, To date, no provisions have =
. .-.- been mafe to encrypt the BLINT information for trensmission from

no, eatellite to growmd. . . . SRR

. 6., "(BECRET). Performance tlities ired: The encryption
" device mist be compatible with the exipting WB«117L 8AMOS Subsystem F- -
. obllection-txansitiesion system, It must also be compatible with the
© . eventual modiffcitions induced by integration of a COMINT collection
- capability. - Bince a decision on ths degres of integration to be -

. - parformed on imy Specific SAMOS vehicle has not yet been reached,

... UBAFSS will supply NSA with infermation on specific performance .

g .. .oupabilities required of the encryption davice as the project develops

e - and exict vequivcacnts become known, A _ -

i 7. {(SEGMRY) Additional Performsmce ibilities Desired: To provide
makimun flexibility, the encryption 2¢ should be developed on a

modular constiuction basis and be multipurpose rather than spectalized,
- . 4£ such versatility can be obtained without a serious time sacrifica.
7.7 ¢ - The wodulsr ponstruction characteristic 1s desirable as the SAMOS
~ N program will have an encryption requiremsat for different ratss of

¢, eignal encryption as the program progresses and additional recounaigsance
" capabilities are developed, Although the initial encryption requirement

1s for a digitel type sipnal, an eventual analog encryption capability

s also desived. : : R

I3

- OORNELYUS R, McBRAYER
- Golonel, USAF.
.~ . DCS/Commmicationg-Electronics
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